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THE ALT
MIXED TEAMS
AUGUST 24 - 28, 2020
WORLD CLASS ONLINE BRIDGE EVENTS

Magical Creatures and Moments
After a day 1 providing the entertainment we have become so used to being spoiled with at the
Alt events, the Magical Creatures have taken the lead with 43 VPs after three victories ahead of
Rubenstein in second with 40 VPs.
The next four teams are in close pursuit, and with 7 matches to go in the Swiss, there is plenty
of time and opportunity for all teams to ruin their chances of qualifying.
Yesterday we were mourning Justin Lall. Today we celebrate his way of life by encouraging all
players to have as much fun as possible.

All players should enter BBO 10
minutes before the beginning of a
match. TD Denis Dobrin will instruct
you where to sit. All players must
have their name in their BBO-profile.
Private isn't allowed for the sake of
opponents and kibitzers.

Today’s Schedule
Tuesday August 25
10:00 EDT/16:00 CET Match 4 (14 boards)
12:30 EDT/18:30 CET Match 5 (14 boards)
15:00 EDT/21:00 CET Match 6 (14 boards)

Link to results

Alt Mixed Results
Link to previous and future Alts &
bulletins

Alt.bridgeresults.org
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Marion's Magic
by Christina Lund Madsen

The boards in Round 2 had potential like
nytroglycerin and indeed resulted in large
IMP-exchanges.
Two spade slams were guilty of many
swings; at table 1, where Donner faced
the Magic Creatures, a cold 6♠ was bid by
Chris Willenken - Nancy Katz, but missed
at the other table by Donner-Rimstedt.
11 IMPs to Magic Creatures after board 11.
8 of the 14 tables bid the slam.
But Donner has his own magical creature
in the shape of Marion Michielsen, who
struck back on board 4:
Board 4. W / All
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9 tables played 6♠ making 13 tricks after
the ♣A-lead and only 12 after a heart lead
besides Kay preddy, who ran the ♣K when
Adam Grossack did not cover, then ruffed
out the ♦Q to make 13 tricks. She would
likely have tried a different line had she
been in the grand.
Chris Willenken in the North seat led the
♠2, which meant declarer had no indication of the unfriendly heart suit.
Marion played the ♠6 from dummy,
covered by the ten and king. She played
the ♣K, ducked by North and ruffed in
dummy. A diamond back to her king followed and the ♣7 was ruffed with dummy's last trump.
She reentered her hand with a heart to
the ace followed by two rounds of trumps,
North pitching a diamond and South a
club. West played a diamond to the ace
and tried the jack from dummy, but nancy
Katz in the South seat did not fall for that
and refused to cover. West ruffed, North
pitched the ♣T, and now Marion cashed
her last two spades, squeezing North helplessly in clubs and hearts.

Migry Zur Campanile and Michael Barel
stopped in 6♠ at the other table, so it was
13 beautiful and necessary IMPs to
Three tables went down in 7♠ after a heart Donner, who lost by 6, 42-48 to the Magic
lead, one down 2. One table made 7 after
Creatures.
the lead of the ♣A.
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Leaderboard & Draw

Marion Michielsen

Draw Round 4
Link to results

Alt Mixed Results
Link to previous and future Alts &
bulletins

Alt.bridgeresults.org
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Home Comforts
By Mark Horton

The big advantage of playing (or writing)
from home are manifold, not least easy
access to liquid nourishment and the
means to dispose of it as required. You can
also dress as you think fit, regardless of
the time of day. However, the authorities
frown upon the ingestion of too much caffeine (at least for players) so it is doubtless
only a matter of time before everyone has
to get Zoomed so that one's coffee intake
can be recorded for posterity.

Board 2. Dealer East. NS Vul.

		
♠84
		
♥K6542
		
♦983
		
♣AKQ
♠ J 3 2			
♠Q9765
♥ A 9 3			
♥ J 10 8
♦ 2				
♦ 10 6 5 4
♣ J 10 8 5 4 3			
♣2
		
♠ A K 10
		
♥Q7
		
♦AKQJ7
		
♣976

I was looking forward to a peaceful
afternoon, finishing the latest issue of
BeBridge, and inserting the last three deals
into another pot-boiler whilst keeping an
Open Room
eye on the cricket when Christina sudWEST
NORTH
denly delivered an email announcing a
Payan
Michielsen
new ALT with some eye-catching names.
I opted for Donner vs. Grand Sud.
On Board 1 West was dealt ♠109764 3
♥AQ ♦AQ5 ♣ A8 and opened 1♠. East
responded 1NT and I confess I would have
been tempted to rebid 3♠ (Crowhurst
suggests it shows a good six-card suit and
seven playing tricks, but points out that
opener might simply raise no-trumps with
a suit that is likely to run).
Three players tried that - but only
Christina went on to 4♠.
Another option for West is to try rebidding
2♦ - if East is kind enough to bid 2♠ you
raise to 3♠ and hope partner will advance
to game. That was tried a couple of times
with success.
The six players who rebid 2♠ were left to
play there.

EAST

SOUTH

Cabanes

Cullin

—

—

Pass

1♣*

Pass

1NT*

Pass

2♣*

Pass

2♦*

Pass

2♥*

Pass

2NT*

Pass

3♣*

Pass

3♦*

Pass

4♣*

Pass

4♥*

Pass

6NT

All Pass

1♣
1NT
2♣
2♥
3♣
3♥
4♣
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16+
5♠ any shortage or 5♥ no shortage
Relay
2♦ 5+♥, no shortage
Relay
2NT 5♥ (332) 8+(A=3, K=2, Q=1)
Relay
3♦ 2-5-3-3
Relay
3NT 8 (A=3, K=2, Q=1)
Relay
4♥ 1 Ace, 2 Kings, 1 Queen

Jessica Larsson

Having discovered North's exact hand save
for which black queen was held, South
opted for 6NT rather than 6♦.
East led the ♠7 and declarer won with
dummy's ace, cashed the ♦A, crossed to
the ♣A and played a heart for the ten,
queen and ace. West now elected to return
a heart, which was reasonable enough, but
selecting the nine was not. Declarer won
with the king (East following with the
jack) cashed four diamond and then took
two rounds of clubs. The second of these
saw East, down to ♠Q9 and ♥8, squeezed
in the majors, so +1440.
Closed Room

Board 5. Dealer North. NS Vul.

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Larsson

Mus

Helgemo

Mus

—

—

2♦*

2NT

Pass

3♦*

Pass

3♥

Pass

3NT

All Pass

2♦ Weak in a major
Some defences to a Multi allow the 2NT
overcall to be 16-19, others use 16-18. In
either case it would not be easy to find a
route to 6♦.
West led the ♠2 for the queen and ace and
when West got in with the ♥A the return
of the ♠J speeded up the play,+690, but 13
IMPs away.
Only one pair reached 6♦, Yaniv Zack and
Noga Tal. When East opened 2♠ Yaniv bid
3NT and when Noga bid 4NT over West's
4♠ he jumped to 6♦ offering his partner a
choice of slams. A well deserved 16 IMPs
when 6NT failed in the other room.

		
♠2
		
♥A4
		
♦AQ4
		
♣AJ76543
♠ A 9 3			
♠ K 10 8 7 5 4
♥ J 8 5			
♥Q76
♦ K J 9 8			
♦5
♣ Q 9 2			
♣ K 10 8
		
♠QJ6
		
♥ K 10 9 3 2
		
♦ 10 7 6 3 2
		
♣—
Open Room
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Payan

Michielsen

Cabanes

Cullin

—

1♣*

2♠

Pass

3♠

Pass

Pass

4♥

All Pass
1♣
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16+

Closed Room:
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Larsson

Mus

Helgemo

Mus

—

1♣

1♠

Pass

2♣*

Dble

2♠

4♥

Pass

5♣

Dble

All Pass

2♣ Spade support

Per-Ola Cullin (after a victory
with 13-year old Christian
Lahrmann in 2017)

Knowing that partner was likely to hold at
most one spade South tried 4♥.
West led the ♠A and switched to the ♥5.
Declarer won with dummy's ace, ruffed
a club, played a diamond to the queen,
cashed the ♣A, ruffed a club and played
two rounds of hearts. East won and tried a
low spade, so +650.
There is a winning defence - West must
play another spade at trick two. If declarer
ruffs and plays to set up the clubs East will
enough spade winners when getting in
with the ♥Q and refusing to ruff does not
help as long as East plays a third spade.
Then if declarer wins, crosses to the ♦Q,
ruffs a club and ducks a heart East must
play a fourth spade. This was the only
game contract made by NS on this deal.

East led his diamond and declarer won
with the queen and played two rounds
of clubs, East winning with the ten and
exiting with the ♠7. West won and played
the ♦J, covered by the ace and ruffed. East
exited with the ♥6 for the nine, jack and
ace and when declarer exited with a club
West won and cashed the ♦K for -800 and
16 IMPs.
Board 9. Dealer North. EW Vul.

		
		
		
		

♠Q97642
♥ K J 10 4
♦83
♣K

♠ J 10 3			
♥ Q 9 7 6			
♦ Q 9 7 6			
♣ A J			
		
		
		
		
Open Room:
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♠AK5
♥8
♦AK54
♣Q9542

♠8
♥A532
♦ J 10 2
♣ 10 8 7 6 3

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Payan

Michielsen

Cabanes

Cullin

—

Pass

1♦

Pass

1♥

1♠

2♣

Pass

3♦

Pass

3NT

Pass

Pass

Dble

All Pass

South led the ♥2 and North won with the
ten and returned the ♥4, South taking the
ace and playing the three which gave the
defenders the first four tricks. Declarer
won the spade exit with dummy's jack,
cashed four rounds of diamonds, came to
hand with a spade and played a club to the
jack - one down.

Dori Byrnes
Photo: ACBL

Only one other player found an initial
heart lead - America's Dori Byrnes.

and North, who had overcalled 1♠ was on
lead with ♠ KQ 8 4 3 ♥ KQ ♦ 1 0 9 4 ♣9 5 4 .

Closed Room

Michelsen went with the ♠3 which gave
up a ninth trick while in the other room
North led the ♦10 which held declarer to
eight tricks - a 12 IMP pick up.

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Larsson

Mus

Helgemo

Mus

—

Pass

1♣

Pass

1♥

1♠

2♦

Pass

2♠*

Pass

2NT

Pass

3♦

Pass

3NT

All Pass

South led the ♠8 for the jack, six and five
and declarer played a diamond to the ace
and a club to the jack. North won with
the king, but there was no way to prevent
declarer recording nine tricks and a 13 IMP
swing.
That made the score 57-9, but Grand Sud
did not give up. They immediately picked
up 12 IMPs when both tables reached 3NT

However, those IMPs went back when
Jessica Larsson's 4♥ overcall of the
opening 1♦ on ♠ 1 0 5 ♥ A K 1 0 9 8 5 2 ♦♣ K 9 6 4 was doubled by the opener (who
held ♠ QJ 7 3 ♥ J ♦ A K J 6 5 3 ♣A 7 ) and
passed out by North who was looking at
♠ K 6 4 2 ♥ Q 6 3 ♦Q 2 ♣Q 1 0 8 3 .
That was one down, insufficient compensation for the 620 available in spades, duly
reached in the replay when South started
with a strong 1♣ and then bid 4♠ when
his partner doubled the 4♥ overcall.
Donner had won 68-25 to top the table
with 18.76 VP.
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Mixed
Judgment								
							
By Martin Cantor

Bridge wisdom tells us that it is easier to
bid to the right spot when given a free
run in the auction. But that isn’t always
the case, as this early board from the first
match almost proved.
From the match between Sweden Mixed
and Penfold:

EAST

SOUTH

Strandberg

Senior

Andersson

Penfold

—

—

Pass

1♦

Pass

1♥

Pass

2NT

Pass

3NT

All Pass

EAST

SOUTH

Preddy

Jarlvik

Selway

Trendafilova

—

—

Pass

1♣*

3♣

3♥*

Pass

4♦

Pass

4NT

All Pass

Any 16+ 3♥

5+ suit GF

Trendafilova judged well to show her
diamond suit at the 4-level even though
it meant bypassing 3N, and now the spotlight was on North. Did he sniff the slam?

		
♠84
		
♥K6542
		
♦983
		
♣AKQ
♠ J 3 2			
♠Q9765
♥ A 9 3			
♥ J 10 8
♦ 2				
♦ 10 6 5 4
♣ J 10 8 5 4 3			
♣2
		
♠ A K 10
		
♥Q7
		
♦AKQJ7
		
♣976
NORTH

NORTH

1♣

Board 2. Dealer East. NS Vul.

WEST

WEST

Maybe, but I don’t think you can criticise
his 4NT bid: his long suit is a poor one and
his club stopper is, to say the least, pretty
solid.
My second board comes from round 3, and
is here too the NS pairs judged the auction
very differently, but this time to produce
different results.
Board 11. S / None

An unopposed auction, and the English
North-South pair didn’t even sniff the cold
diamond slam.

♠
♥
♦
♣

The Swedish Strong Club opening in the
other room attracted heavy interference
(as bridge wisdom says it should).
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QJ5
J853
K4
T983

♠
♥
♦
♣

96
QT62
AT
AKJ54
N
W

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

K73
K94
J873
Q72

♠
♥
♦
♣

AT 8 4 2
A7
Q9652
6

Stew Rubenstein
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

D Tal

Parker

Zack

Rubenstein

—

—

—

Pass

Pass

1♣

1♠

1NT

2♠

All Pass

All Pass

In the Open Room North-South sold out
to 2♠ with nine tricks in hearts and ten in
clubs available, but North had a difficult
bid on her second turn facing a partner
with a passed hand and without 4 hearts.
2♠ made for 110 to EW.

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

van Cleef

Willenken

Witvliet

Katz

—

—

—

Pass

Pass

1NT*

2♠

2NT*

3♠

Pass

Pass

Dbl

Pass

4♥

All Pass

1NT 14+ - 17
2NT relay

Nancy Katz (Magic Creature)

Theoretically NS overbid here. But it takes
a spade lead to defeat 4♥ as declarer can
then be forced and lose control.
A spade lead isn’t out of the question
when partner has raised, the stopper
is on your left, and your trump holding
means partner might have useful length
there. But the singleton club lead also
looks attractive when you hold the ace of
trumps, and that was Witvliet’s perfectly
reasonable choice.
Willenken took the lead in hand and
played a heart towards dummy, East
taking her ace to switch to the ♦9. Declarer
won with the ace, drew trumps via the
finesse, and set up another diamond
trick, losing just a spade, a diamond and a
trump. An English proverb maintains that
“virtue is its own reward”. In bridge you
sometimes have to settle for the results
being their own rewards.
The top clash between Rubenstein and
Magic Creatures ended 23-36 or			
6.28 - 13.72 in VPs to the Creatures.
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Victim of the Day

(Disa) Hjordis Eythorsdottir
Where are you from, what is your background, where do you live now?
- I’m from Iceland and have been living in
Alabama and NYC for the last 26 years.
How did you get into bridge?
- My father called me up and asked me to
play in a tournament the next day. I said I
don’t know how. He said that’s ok I’ll teach
you tonight.
Needless to say I’m still learning.
What brought you to the US?
- Bridge.
What do you miss the most about Iceland?
- The people and the food ( not the
weather).
How have you lived during corona?
- Stayed home. We did relocate to Alabama
from NYC because of Covid.
Disa (Nobody can pronounce
Hjordis in the US)

by Christina Lund Madsen

Tell us the love story of you and Magnus.
- We are both from Iceland but met at a bar
in Dallas. He was there for JFK, I was there
for bridge. I came a day early, he stayed an
extra day. As they say, the rest is history.
How would he describe you in three words?
- Lover, friend, eccentric.
What are the three most important things
in your life?
- My family, my dog, and bridge.
Which has been your biggest personal challenge during your life?
- To grow up. ( I’ll let you know when I get
there)
If you were an animal, what animal would
you be and why?
- My dog. Plenty of love, food and someone
to pick up after me.
If you could change something about your
past, what would it be?
- I would start to play Bridge earlier.
Who would you partner, kiss, kill between
Sandra Rimstedt, John Hurd and Max
Rotaru?
- I would kiss Sandra cause she is the prettiest. I would kill Max because he has 9
lives and would come back, and I would
partner Johnny because I have never had
the pleasure and he is a killer at the table.
Who do you think should be the next victim
in the bulletin? Tell us something you would
like to know about this person.
- Adam Grossack. I want to know his Zen
secret.
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Teams / Players / Nicknames
APRICOTS
Thomas Bessis 		
Irene Baroni 			
Cedric Lorenzini 		
Hilda Setton 		
Pierre Franceschetti
Joanna Zochowska 		

malpaluche
princi
pierced
explumber
gewd
poetka

BARNSLEY
Catherine Draper 		
Alexander Hydes 		
Diana Nettleton 		
Andrew Woodcock 		

sn00py27
itsgrim
etttleton
rascalzee

BUQQY
Christine Booth 		
Wen Hu 			
Dora Lee 			
Leszek Majdanski 		
Yasser Rahim 			
Silvana Rojko 			
Malgorzata Sawicka 		
Zia Ul Haque Shah 		
Leonardo Rizzo 		
Dagmar Moravek 		

steph
buqqy
dorabridge
rzer
yr
cmrlj
mpasternak
march26
naninga
dagmar

BYRNES
Dori Byrnes 			
Ida Gronkvist 			
Adam Grossack 		
John Kranyak 			
Sandra Rimstedt 		
Max Rotaru 			
Jenny Wolpert 		

bridgeitgal
halko
Nevereast
jkrans
sandria
Maxentius
rymanjenny

DONNER
Geir Helgemo 		
Cecilia Rimstedt 		
Marion Michielsen 		
Per-Ola Cullin 		
Jessica Larsson 		
Gary Donner 			

micelle45
Cillar
Lady007
pocken
jela79
Gdonnersc1

GRAND SUD
Bernard Cabanes 		
Catherine Mus 		
Marc Mus 			
Jean-Jacques Palau 		
Nadia Payan 			
Philippe Poizat 		
Rokia Poizat 			
Helene Zuccarelli 		

Tonel34
Musm34
Mandou123
Grozny06
Manad
Taziop
Coka2
Zuzuh

MAGIC CREATURES
Michael Barel 			
mich-b
Nancy Katz 			
Heart27
Dana Tal 			danat85
Noga Tal 			nogatal
Chris Willenken 		
junior
Yaniv Zack 			yanivz
Migry Zur Campanile 		
migry
NETHERLANDS MIXED
Mark Thiele 			Mrxxx
Yael Topiol 			Top_33
Renee Verdegaal 		
Mrs_m
Hans Vergoed 		
MrVeryGood

Geir Helgemo
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Teams / Players / Nicknames
NEW ENGLANDERS
Parul Jain 			paruljain6
Carrie Liu 			
Qiqi
James Rasmussen 		
jrr
Maxim Silin 			bigmax
PENFOLD
Sandra Penfold 		
MRSP22
Kay Preddy 			
k preddy
Norman Selway 		
jespersens
Brian Senior 			malmo1
RUBENSTEIN
Ton Bakkeren			tbak
Christina L. Madsen 		
christinas
Christina Parker 		
Cmp56
Stewart Rubenstein 		
Stewr
Jan van Cleef			IMP_Jan
Marina Witvliet		
donkeyM
Camilla Krefeld		
Camse2
Johan Hammelev		
Johse61
SWEDEN MIXED
Gunnar Andersson 		
Dan Bylund 			
Anders Eriksson 		
Fredrik Jarlvik 		
Mikael Lemborn 		
Suzanne Lemborn 		
Ylva Pyykkö 			
Gudrun Strandberg 		
Helena Strömberg 		
Tatyana Trendafilova 		

Nafiz Zorlu - the Godfather
of Turkish Bridge

VEGAS STRONG
Hjordis Eythorsdottir
Mark Itabashi 			
Linda Lewis 			
Paul Lewis 			

guand
diaoff1
wew
freddy6
fusen1
karlstad
ylvur
norsken28
strhel
tuti

Disa
markI92660
vegaslew
pjaylewis

ZORLU
Asli Acar 			aslicann
Sedat Aluf 			monk99
Tuna Aluf 			tuna2
Ilker Ayaz 			kanaryaz
Namik Kökten 		
naumoski
Sirma Sanus 			lila_s
Nafiz Zorlu 			begse

How to kibitz the Alt Mixed teams on BBO
As in the previous editions of the Alt Invitational, we expect thousands of spectators on BBO. Even
though the Alt is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your favourites.
You simply search for your favorite player’s nickname and join his or her table.
If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Cecilia
Rimstedt "Cillar", click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see her online,
you can click on her and take a seat at her table. See you on BBO!
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Free, unlimited bridge on BBO

Your online bridge club
Social play. ACBL Games. Tournaments. Solitaire.

Computer, tablet or mobile phone:
Play on your favorite device!

How to kibitz the Alt Mixed teams on BBO
As in the previous editions of the Alt Invitational, we expect thousands of spectators on BBO. Even
though the Alt is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your favourites.
You simply search for your favorite player’s nickname and join his or her table.
If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Cecilia
Rimstedt "Cillar", click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see her online,
you can click on her and take a seat at her table. See you on BBO!

www.bid72.com / info@bid72.com

big 5
These are the 5 pillars of bid72, the premium app on bridge bidding.
Download bid72 from the App Store or Google Play and you are good to go.

1. Random hands www.bid72.com/random-boards/
✔ unilimited number of interesting boards, with and without competitive bidding
✔ ranking and rating
✔ fit for any system at any level
3 weeks free trial (no strings attached)
1 month USD 3.49 / 12 months USD 28.99

2. Topic boards www.bid72.com/topics/
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

a set of Topic boards is dedicated to a specific piece of bridge theory
each set contains appr. 100 boards ready to bid in-app
3 levels of themes: starter/club/expert
popular themes: Jacoby Transfers, Check-Back Stayman, Gazzilli
sheets with preferred methods designed by the world’s best players and teachers
1 Topic costs 100 Bid Points
1oo Bid Points USD 1.99/ 500 Bid Points USD 6.99/ 1000 Bid Points USD 12.99

3. Bidding contests www.bid72.com/bidding-contest/
✔ for bridgeclubs and communities
✔ each month 8 new boards in-app
✔ results and handrecords
free service for users with a bid72 account (even in trial)

4. Create your own boards www.bid72.com/create-and-upload-your-own-boards/
✔ create and upload your own boards to bid72
✔ for players, teachers and coaches to practice themed boards with partners and classes
check the link above for (low) costs

5. Basic education www.bid72.com/teachers/
✔
✔
✔
✔

sets of practice boards for starters
relevant powerpoints presentations
feedback to teachers
teachers follow their own rithm and plan
free service for students with bid72 account (even in trial)
discount for teachers on their bid72 account

