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Thank you
Yesterday we said goodbye to six of our eight teams. You did not disappoint us. The entertainment 
has been constant with both plenty of brillancies and disaters. We hope for the same in today's final 
between Peps and Red Sea.

I would also like to thank all the fans following the Alt evetns, it is nice to know the events are 
appreciated by kibitzers and followers.

Also a big thank you to my writers, who contribute to making the bulletin something the players and 
followers look forward to reading every day.

We are back tomorrow with the final bulletin from the last Alt Mixed teams this side of the summer.online bridge events organized by bid72, bridge24 & netbridge.online
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Important Notice 
All players should enter BBO 10
minutes before their match starts at
the latest. Tournament director Denis 
Dobrin is waiting for you and will
instruct you where to sit.
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THE ALT 
MIXED TEAMS

JUNE 1 - 5, 2020

Today’s Final
Friday June 5 10.00 EDT/16.00 CET

Red Sea vs. Pepsi

http://bridge24.pl
http://www.netbridge.online/
http://bid72.com/
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Semihighlights
by Christina Lund Madsen

Pepsi almost blitzed the thus far strongly 
performing Alt Stars in the swingy and 
slammy round 7 of the round robin. Red 
Sea lost narrowly to Tiramisu, which 
meant Pepsi came from behind to win the 
RR. They chose Alt Stars as their semifinal 
opponents, perhaps slightly influenced by 
their blitz a few minutes before. 
They might have regretted that decision 
after the first segment of the semifinal, 
ending 40-1 to the Alt Stars. 

Board 2. E / NS

♠
♥
♦
♣

A 8 5
J 9 6   
9 7 4   
A J 6 3

♠
♥
♦
♣

K T 6 4 2
K 8
T 5
K Q 8 4

N
W E

S

♠
♥
♦
♣

7
7 5 3
A Q J 8 6 2
T 7 5

♠
♥
♦
♣

Q J 9 3
A Q T 4 2
K 3
9 2

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Hammelev Gromov Krefeld Gulevich

3♦ All Pass

East opened 3♦, and South could have 
considered a double, but she passed. North 
had nothing more to add, so East went a 
quiet down one. 

Pedersen was more optimistic in the other 
room:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Kazmucha Rasmussen Filipowicz Pedersen

Pass 4♥
3♦
All Pass

3♥

West led the ♦T to her partner's ace, and 
East returned his stiff spade to the queen, 
king and ace. Pedersen feared the spade 
ruff and did well to refrain from the heart 
finesse by playing a heart to his ace and a 
low heart, won by West. East played the 5 
and 3 of hearts, likely some sort of signal, 
but West had the ♠T and ♣KQ, looking 
worth 2 tricks for down 1, so she did not 
risk giving her partner a spade ruff, in 
case the 3♥-overcaller had 6 hearts or her 
partner not the stiff spade it looked like. 

She should perhaps have foreseen the end-
play. She exited the ♣K, declarer won the 
ace, overtook the ♥J, cashed the ♦K and 
and his remaining two hearts. What was 
West to do? She pitched one club and one 
spade, declarer piched a diamond and a 
spade and was down to stiff ♠8 in dummy 
along with J63 of clubs. He played the ♣9, 
and West won, but had to lead a spade into 
declarers J93. It does not help West to keep 
one more spade and pitch a club, since 
declarer will simply pitch a club and keep 
8x of spades in dummy, so West cannot 
even exit the ♠T. 

620 minus 50 meant 11 IMPs for Alt Stars.
In our other semifinal it was also an 11 
IMP swing, when Setton doubled Cathy 
Baldysz 3♦-opening and Franceschetti 
with his 3334-shape gambled by pas-
sing the double. It would have been fine, 



had the defense not by accident allowed 
declarer to set up and extra spade trick 
for +470, while 3♦ went down one in the 
other room. 11 IMPs for Red Sea. 

One of the reasons I like double is that if 
North as here has 3-3 in the majors, she is 
likely to bid 3♥ to leave room for a 3♠-bid 
from her partner, and then NS would 
likely end up in the right spot. 

Board 6. E / EW

♠
♥
♦
♣

T 5 4
Q 8   
Q J 5 4   
A Q J 9

♠
♥
♦
♣

A Q
5 2
T 8 2
K T 8 7 4 3

N
W E

S

♠
♥
♦
♣

6 3 2
K J T 9 7 6 4
6
6 5

♠
♥
♦
♣

K J 9 8 7
A 3
A K 9 7 3
2
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WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Hammelev Gromov Krefeld Gulevich

Pass
All Pass

3♠
2♦
Pass

2♠
4♠

2♦ One major

Another swing for Alt Stars came on board 
6. Hammelev led the ♥5 to the queen, king 
and ace. Now Gulevich played a club to the 
ace and led a spade to the jack and queen. 
West returned a heart to the jack, and East 
switched to her diamond. West got in on 
the ♠A and gave his partner a diamond 
ruff for down one.

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Kazmucha Rasmussen Filipowicz Pedersen

2♥
Pass

Pass
4♠

2♦
Pass
All Pass

3♥
4♦ 

2♦ One major 4♦ 5+ ♦ 5+ ♠

Jan Pedersen - Helle Rasmussen



The contract was played from the North 
side, allowing East to lead his stiff dia-
mond. Rasmussen won in hand and played 
♠T to the queen. West had another entry 
on the ♠A, so she correctly shifted to a 
heart. Rasmussen won the ace, but now 
she finessed clubs, pitching a heart, so 
even though the defense got their ruff, it 
meant 10 tricks.

4♠ making was a push in our other semi-
final.

Up 40-11 (including the 10 IMP carry over) 
the party ended abruptly for the Alt Stars 
in the second segment, won by 44-0 by 
Pepsi. 

In our other semifinal Red Sea were up 
31-7 including C/O at the halfway point, 
and despite a 18-1 IMP come back in the 
second half, Tiramisu once again lost a 
semifinal. So tonight it is Pepsi vs. Red Sea. 
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Johan Hammelev - Camilla Krefeld.
Yes, this is her happy face. 

Cathy Baldysz from the Red Sea



Rules and regulations
The numbers 1 through 4 from the round robin will go to the 
semifinals. In case of a tie in victory points:
1. the mutual result will decide
2. still equal: the most ’wins’ (BAM-ish) will decide.
3. after that: the team with the highest IMP score on a board will 
go through

The winner of the round robin may choose its opponent between the teams placed 3 and 4. T
he captain will mail their choice to info@netbridge.online within an hour after the round robin is finis-
hed. If late, then matches will be: 1 versus 4 and 2 versus 3.

Link to results

Alt Mixed Results

Link to previous Alts & bulletins

Bulletins

Results / Ranking

RR7 IMPs VPs

RED SEA TIRAMISU 51 59 7.93 12.07

ALT STARS PEPSI 26 86 0.51 19.49

KOEPPEL DONNER 43 38 11.34 8.66

PARKER EDMONDS 28 56 4.07 15.93

Semifinals C / O seg. 1 seg. 2 Total

PEPSI 10.1 1 44 55.1

ALT STARS 40 0 40

RED SEA 6.1 25 1 32.1

TIRAMISU 7 18 25

After 
Round 7

VPs

1 PEPSI 93.04

2 RED SEA 92.25

3 ALT STARS 78.32

4 TIRAMISU 75.84

5 EDMONDS 71.04

6 DONNER 65.88

7 KOEPPEL 42.60

8 PARKER 41.03
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Follow us on Facebook 
Click the link

http://bridgeresults.org/o/2020_alt_mixed_2/2020_alt_mixed_2r.asp
https://www.netbridge.online/Alt-Mix/
https://www.facebook.com/Alt-Invitational-112093410504607
https://www.facebook.com/Alt-Invitational-112093410504607


A Killing Lead
By Toine van Hoof

In the last match of the round robin your 
opponents jump to slam (EW Vul.):

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

– – 3♥ Pass

6♥ All Pass

As South you hold:

♠ K 10 2  ♥ 6  ♦ Q 6 4  ♣ K J 9 8 6 5

What do you lead?

Six years before Meike Wortel was born, 
Benito Garozzo contributed a valuable 
tip to the Bols Bridge Tips competition: 
Against a slam contract, attack! This was 
an exemplary occasion to apply it. Meike: 
‘For West to jump to 6♥, I thought he 
would have a strong side suit and that 
appeared to be diamonds. So I had to lead 
agressively to set up a trick or cash out two 
tricks. Therefore, I led a spade.”
Right she was:

Board 6. Dealer East. EW Vul.

  ♠ A 3
  ♥ 8 7
  ♦ J 10 5
  ♣ A Q 10 7 4 3
♠ Q 9 7 5   ♠ J 8 6 4
♥ K Q 4   ♥ A J 10 9 5 3 2
♦ A K 9 7 3 2   ♦ 8
♣ –    ♣ 2
  ♠ K 10 2
  ♥ 6
  ♦ Q 6 4
  ♣ K J 9 8 6 5
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WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Klukowski de Wijs Zmuda Wortel

– – 3♥ Pass

6♥ All Pass

Simon de Wijs produced the ♠A, returned 
the ♠3 and got a ruff for down two.
At the other table in the Parker-Edmonds 
match West raised 3♥ to 4♥ and all passed. 
After the lead of the ♦4 declarer safely 
won twelve tricks: 13 IMPs to Parker.

Let us see what happened in the other 
three matches.

Koeppel-Donner

Meike Wortel
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WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Cullin Z. Grossack Michielsen Koeppel

– – 3♥ Pass

6♥ All Pass

Here South chose the passive lead of ♥6, 
allowing Marion Michielsen to make 
thirteen tricks in comfort. She won in 
hand, played a diamond to the ace, ruffed a 
diamond, crossed to the ♥K, cashed the ♦K 
and claimed.

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Tebha Helgemo Grue Larsson

– – 3♥ Pass

4♥ All Pass

Jessica Larsson led the ♣J, ruffed in 
dummy. Joe Grue set up the diamond suit, 
ruffing twice in hand and made twelve 
tricks. So 13 imps to Donner.

Alt Stars-Pepsi

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Kazmucha Hammelev Filipowicz Krefeld

— — Pass Pass

1♦ 3♣ 3♥ 5♣
5♥ All Pass

In the old days it was held unwise to 
preempt with a four card major side suit. 
Dominic Filipowicz was the only East 
player to stick to this principle. 

This allowed his opponents to enter the 
bidding and he ended up on the dange-
rous five level. Camilla Krefeld missed the 
chance to defeat the contract when she led 
the ♣K. Declarer ruffed two diamonds and 
made twelve tricks, 680 to Pepsi.

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

J Jansma Gromov Jansma Gulevich

— — 3♥ Pass

4♥ 5♣ Pass Pass
5♥ Pass Pass 6♣
6♥ Dble All Pass

For Alt Stars Jan Jansma took the slow 
route to 6♥. That did not work out very 
well when Andrei Gromov doubled the 
final contract and Anna Gulevich uner-
ringly led a killing spade. She failed to give 
her partner a spade ruff but plus 200 was 
enough to give Pepsi 13 imps.

Anna Gulevich
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Red Sea-Tiramisu

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Baroni Birman Bessis Birman

– – 3♥ Pass

4♥ All Pass

After the lead of the ♣5, ruffed in dummy, 
Thomas Bessis cashed the ♦A and ♦K 
before ruffing a diamond and came to 
thirteen tricks: +710 to Tiramisu.

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

M. Poplilov Franceschetti L. Poplilov Setton

– – 3♥ Pass

4♥ 5♣ Pass Pass
5♥ Pass Pass Dbl
All Pass

Where most North players passed over 4♥ 
Pierre Franceschetti came in with 5♣, pus-
hing the Poplivovs to the five level. Hilda 
Setton’s double on 5♥ was spot on but her 
club lead was not. 

Lilo Poplivov apparently feared a three-nill 
trump split, in which case he would need 
a spade trick (assuming diamonds did not 
break). 

After ruffing in dummy he cashed the ♥K. 
When both opponents followed suit, he 
cashed the ♦A and ruffed a diamond. He 
then played a heart to the queen and made 
two doubled overtricks when diamonds 
split 3-3: +1250 and 11 IMPs to Red Sea.

Behind the Screens
 Do you ever wonder who 

ensures the event runs 
smoothly, invites players 
to the table and makes 
sure results are up dire-
ctly after the last table 
finishes? 
The answer is Anton 
Osipov and Denis Dobrin 
from Russia.
Denis is also an EBL-
director and our TD in the 
ALT. Thanks to their excel-
lent software we are able 
to provide perfect scoring 
of all matches. Spasibo! 

The second issue of BeBRIDGE is a blockbuster, with feature length
articles on the impact of COVID-19 and the affinity between Chess

and Bridge. We take a trip to the island of Madeira, home of one of the
great bridge Festivals, and enjoy the latest monastic tale from the

master story-teller, David Bird. Alain Lévy shows you how to improve
your opening leads and Philippe Cronier starts a new series.

It couldn't be simpler, go on: 
https://us.lebridgeur.com

 

You can also subscribe by phone at +33 (0)1 42 96 87 34 
or by email at abonnement@lebridgeur.com
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Victim of the Day
Irene Baroni

by Christina Lund Madsen

- Hello! I’m 36, I come from a small town 
on the Lake of Garda, near Verona, and 
now I live in Paris.

What have you been doing during corona? 
- I spent the lockdown playing on BBO and 
cooking. 

Tell us your bridge life story. 
- My parents are both bridge teachers. 
When I was a child, they worked at the 
bridge club every day, and also at home.
I remember them always arguing about 
some hand. Bridge kept my parents away 
from me, that’s why I hated it. But during 
the last year of high school, I decided to 
give it a try, and I totally fell in love with it. 
 
You have a poker history. Give us the high-
lights. 
- When I was 25, I got invited to a Barbù 
table, 5 euro per point. Too much for me, 
but the field was really soft, and my bro-
ther staked me, so I could sit and play. 
And win. That night I met a famous poker 
player. He was excited about my talent, 
and he convinced me that if I was good 
at bridge, I could easily become a winner 
in poker. I learned a lot from him, and I 
started playing side events in the casinos. 
After few months I went to a tournament 
in Baden. I was the only lady registered 
and I won! 
After that success a poker website offered 
me a contract, so I quit bridge, and for 6 
years I played poker professionally. At 
the beginning it was really easy to earn 
money, my hyper aggressive style and 
being a woman is the perfect mix. Men 

underestimate women at the table, it 
always happens, nobody could believe 
that I never had anything! I won so many 
hands in bluff...
But the dream didn’t last long, in few 
years the level increased, and I started 
losing. I was more and more depressed, 
and I took some time trying to figure out 
what to do with my life. I decided to come 
back to bridge. I spoke with my ex client 
and I asked him to be hired again for the 
Italian championships. 
It has been really difficult, I wasn’t sure if 
I could play again bridge professionally, 
that’s why I didn’t quit poker totally, I 
continued with some cash game, and 2 
years ago I realised that I couldn’t play 
both, I need to focus on bridge, if I want 
to improve my level. Finally now I’m only 
playing bridge.
 
Did you ever have a real job? 
- No, only bridge and poker.
 
One of Joe’s questions for you: How do you 
feel about bridge compared to poker? 
- There are many differences between the 
two games.
In poker everything is about money. 
Money is the goal, without that the game 
loses interest. The difference between 
a winner and a loser often depends on 
managing the bankroll the right or wrong 
way. You can spend months losing, and 
if your are not prepared for that, you go 
broke and you can’t play without money. 
Bridge pros, in contrast, focus all their 
attention on the game, cash is not rele-
vant.
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And again, in poker, history and psycho-
logy is essential, sometimes more impor-
tant than method. Not in bridge. If I ask a 
bridge player how to play a hand, he can 
answer only looking at the cards. In poker, 
I can decide how to play a hand by posi-
tion, stack, my imagination at the table, 
flow of the table, without looking at the 
cards.

Which is your best memory from your 
junior years? 
- The world bridge camps, so much fun!
 
How did you fall in love with Thomas? 
- We became friends two years ago, he 
started courting me but I thought we were 
too much similar to be together, but the 
more I spent time with him the more I 
knew him better until I understood that 
we are made for each other.
 
What is Thomas' most annoying habit?
- When he eats spaghetti he cuts them 
with the knife!!!
 
Tell us a secret about your wedding plans. 
- During the dancing night when everyone 
will be drunk, we plan to make arrive a 
pizza food truck. 

How do you feel about leaving Italy? What 
do you miss most?
- I changed many lives, many cities. I’m 
not afraid of leaving Italia. And Paris is 
already in my heart. But I miss speaking 
Italian, I miss communicating using a 
good vocabulary. 

If you could change one thing about your 
past, what would it be? 

- I would have liked to continue ski compe-
titions. But I was lazy and I stopped.

If your father had to describe you with 3 
words, what would he say? 
- Stubborn, generous, independent.

Who would you partner, kiss, kill between 
Hilda Setton, Cedric Lorenzini and Joanna 
Zochowska?
- Kiss Hilda because she combined this 
team.
- Kill Cedric, because he speaks French too 
quickly, I can’t understand a word!
- Partner Joanna, I played against her and 
her partner several times and I think she 
plays very well.

Who should be the next victim in the bul-
letin? Tell us something you would like to 
know about this person. 
- I would like to know more about Anam, 
how she started playing professionally, 
and more about her ambitions.
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Irene in the City of Love



- 12 -

Teams / Players / Nicknames

Red Sea
David Birman   davidb
Daniela Birman   danniella
Lilo Poplilov    lilop
Matilda Poplilov   tida
Cathy Baldysz   cathmark
Przemek Janiszewski Janisz1979
Igor Grzejdziak   IgorG
Sabina Grzejdziak   SabinaG

Alt Stars
Camilla Krefeld  Camse2
Johan Hammelev Johse61
Helle Rasmussen  helle_r 
Jan Pedersen   gobochamp
Jens Ove Henneberg Joh1
Marlene Henneberg  Makir 
Aida Jansma   AIDA_MK_NL
Jan Jansma  Jan_Jansma 

Tiramisu
Thomas Bessis   malpaluche
Irene Baroni     princi
Cedric Lorenzini    pierced
Hilda Setton     explumber
Pierre Franceschetti   gewd
Joanna Zochowska   poetka

Pepsi
Andrei Gromov Agromov017
Anna Gulevich   Katt
Danuta Kazmucha  dana_5
Dominic Filipowicz consus88
Jacek Pszczola   pikolo
May Sakr  mayyou

Parker
Adam Grossack  nevereast
Christina L. Madsen   christinas
Christina Parker  Cmp56
Dennis Bilde   Ballebo-jr
Meike Wortel   meikever
Simon de Wijs   sm1
Stewart Rubenstein  Stewr

Koeppel
Anam Tebha     anamtebha
Joe Grue     joegrue
Signe Buus Thomsen Thomsen
Zach Grossack    germs345
Lynne Koeppel   lgkoeppel
Thomas Paske   Thomas1000
Sally Brock    Saralindaj
Peter Jepsen    P_Jepsen

Edmonds
Jodi Edmonds  jodewagon
Joel Wooldridge firechief
Judi Radin   Judi R
Sandra Rimstedt  Sandria
John Hurd   johnhurd
Justyna Zmuda  juustyna 
Michal Klukowski  skrzat96 

Donner
Geir Helgemo    micelle45
Cecilia Rimstedt    Cillar
Marion Michielsen   Lady007
Per-Ola Cullin    pocken
Jessica Larsson    jela79
Gary Donner     Gdonnersc1

How to kibitz the Alt Mixed teams on BBO
Even if the Alt Mixed Teams is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still kibitz any team you 
like. You simply search for your favourite player’s nickname and join his or her table. 

If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Cecilia 
Rimstedt "Cillar", click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral.  Any time you see her online, 
you can click on her and take a seat at her table (assuming the tournament allows it). 

See you on BBO! 



F E S T I V A L

26   th  R E D S E A
I N T E R N A T I O N A L

N OV E M B E R  5 - 15 ,  2 2 0  E I L AT  -  I S R A E L

RED SEA INTERNATIONAL
BRIDGE FESTIVAL
TOURNAMENT PROGRAM
Royal Beach Eilat Hotel, November 5-15, 2020

November 5, 6  Mixed Pairs
November 7  T.B. Pairs
November 8  National Simultaneous
November 9, 10  IMP Pairs
November 11, 12, 13  Open Pairs
November 14  Teams

For information and registration: The Organizing Committee
David Birman, Tel: 972-3-6058355, Email: birmand@inter.net.il
Alon Birman, Tel: 972-50-6698655, Email: alonbirman@hotmail.com

www.bridgeredsea.com     

  Feels Like Isrotel.

Participants from all over the world, 
including European and World champions
Total prize money in excess of Euro 30,000
Special Tournament Tourist Packages
from Euro 30 per day per person.
Social Events every day.
Perfect Weather - 25°C
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How to kibitz the Alt Mixed teams on BBO
As in the previous editions of the Alt Invitational, we expect thousands of spectators on BBO. Even 
though the Alt is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your favourites.   
You simply search for your favorite player’s nickname and join his or her table. 

If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Bas Dri-
jver ’BasDr’, click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see ham online, you 
can click on him and take a seat at his table (assuming the tournament allows it). See you on BBO! 



1. Random hands www.bid72.com/random-boards/

✔ unilimited number of interesting boards, with and without competitive bidding
✔ ranking and rating
✔ fit for any system at any level

3 weeks free trial (no strings attached)

1 month USD 3.49 / 12 months USD 28.99

2. Topic boards www.bid72.com/topics/

✔ a set of Topic boards is dedicated to a specific piece of bridge theory
✔ each set contains appr. 100 boards ready to bid in-app
✔ 3 levels of themes: starter/club/expert
✔ popular themes: Jacoby Transfers, Check-Back Stayman, Gazzilli
✔ sheets with preferred methods designed by the world’s best players and teachers

1 Topic costs 100 Bid Points 

1oo Bid Points USD 1.99/ 500 Bid Points USD 6.99/ 1000 Bid Points USD 12.99

3. Bidding contests www.bid72.com/bidding-contest/

✔ for bridgeclubs and communities
✔ each month 8 new boards in-app
✔ results and handrecords

free service for users with a bid72 account (even in trial)

4. Create your own boards www.bid72.com/create-and-upload-your-own-boards/

✔ create and upload your own boards to bid72
✔ for players, teachers and coaches to practice themed boards with partners and classes

check the link above for (low) costs

5. Basic education www.bid72.com/teachers/

✔ sets of practice boards for starters
✔ relevant powerpoints presentations
✔ feedback to teachers
✔ teachers follow their own rithm and plan

free service for students with bid72 account (even in trial)

discount for teachers on their bid72 account

www.bid72.com / info@bid72.com

big 5
These are the 5 pillars of bid72, the premium app on bridge bidding. 
Download bid72 from the App Store or Google Play and you are good to go.

http://bid72.com

