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Winning on a Wednesday
Wednesday is moving day in the Alt. More than halfway through the event, some teams struggle to
qualify, others to hang on to their lead, and with only one match tomorrow, today is the day to move.
Red Sea have taken a solid lead of 10 VPs, Alt Stars second less than a VP ahead of Pepsi. The bottom 5
are within 11 VPs, so everything is still open, butPRE-BULLETIN
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Wednesday June 3
14.30 EDT/20.30 CET
Red Sea - Alt Stars
Koeppel - Tiramisu
Parker - Pepsi
Edmonds - Donner

Six Appeal

By Mark Horton

As Roland Wald would have told you,
Bridge and Cricket have a lot in common.
They both feature fours and sixes and
there are plenty of overthrows, sorry,
overtricks. Undertricks are also possible in
cricket but explaining that requires more
space than I have at my disposal.
Roland was fond of the 20/20 version of
both games so I was hoping there might be
a good example from yesterday's play.
If there was I didn't spot it!
Instead I went for a deal where one team
put the ball out of the ground in the opening over, sorry, deal.
Board 1. Dealer North. None Vul.

2♣
3♥
3NT
4♣
4♦

Game forcing, could be short
15-17, 6♠
No shortage
Cue bid
Cue bid

It was refreshing to see an alternative to
the now almost universal approach of
responding 2NT with support for partner's
major. Given that West had shown a game
forcing hand with spade support and had
then made a cue-bid it was a little surprising that East did not make some sort of
effort looking at a first round heart control.
South led the ♥K and declarer was soon
claiming, +480.
WEST

		
♠J2
		
♥642
		
♦ K 10 5 3 2
		
♣J53
♠ A 9 7 6			
♠ K Q 10 8 5 4
♥ J 10 9 5 3			
♥A8
♦ 8 6			
♦AQ4
♣ A K			
♣42
		
♠3
		
♥KQ7
		
♦J97
		
♣ Q 10 9 8 7 6

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

S Grzejdziak Wooldridge

I Grzejdziak Edmonds

—

Pass

1♠

Pass

2♣*

Pass

2♠

Pass

2NT*
4♠
5♥*

Pass
Pass
Pass

3♠*
4NT*
6♠

Pass
Pass
All Pass

Here we saw a different version of the 2♣
response.

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Klukowski

L Poplilov

Zmuda

M Poplilov

—

Pass

1♠

Pass

2♣*

Pass

3♥*

Pass

3♠
4♣*
4♠

Pass
Pass
All Pass

3NT*
4♦*

Pass
Pass

2♣
2NT
3♠
4NT
5♥

Natural, invitational plus or GF balanced
Asking for distribution
Six spades, no shortage
RKCB
2 key cards

6♠ by East is e♣ellent, as the hearts might
play for three tricks - indeed when South
led the ♥K the plat did not take long, +980
and 11 well deserved IMPs.
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Results / Ranking
RR3

IMPs

VPs

RED SEA

EDMONDS

43

10

16.66

3.34

DONNER

PARKER

65

38

15.77

4.23

PEPSI

KOEPPEL

40

28

12.98

7.02

TIRAMISU

ALT STARS

31

46

6.39

13.61

RED SEA

PARKER

74

19

19.09

0.91

EDMONDS

KOEPPEL

33

22

12.76

7.24

DONNER

ALT STARS

25

49

4.72

15.28

PEPSI

TIRAMISU

14

35

5.24

14.76

After
Round 4

VPs

1

RED SEA

58.49

2

ALT STARS

48.30

3

PEPSI

47.38

4

TIRAMISU

38.24

5

EDMONDS

35.72

6

DONNER

35.00

7

PARKER

28.98

8

KOEPPEL

27.89

RR4

Link to results

Alt Mixed Results
Link to previous Alts & bulletins

Bulletins

Follow us on Facebook
Click the link

Rules and regulations
The numbers 1 through 4 from the round robin will go to the
semifinals. In case of a tie in victory points:
1. the mutual result will decide
2. still equal: the most ’wins’ (BAM-ish) will decide.
3. after that: the team with the highest IMP score on a board will
go through
The winner of the round robin may choose its opponent between the teams placed 3 and 4. T
he captain will mail their choice to info@netbridge.online within an hour after the round robin is finished. If late, then matches will be: 1 versus 4 and 2 versus 3.
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Always the Last Board
by Christina Lund Madsen
The ultimate board yesterday split the
field in half.

WEST

NORTH

EAST

Donner

J. Jansma

C. Rimstedt A. Jansma

Board 20. Dealer West. All Vul.

4♦*

4♥

All Pass

♠
♥
♦
♣

AKQJT987
—
54
T743

♠
♥
♦
♣

—
KJ87632
QJT
Q92
N
W

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

6542
AT 5
A62
J86

♠
♥
♦
♣

In the other room 4♦ showed a good spade
suit, and now there was space for Jansma
to squeeze in with so Rimstedt had to
decide which major-contract could make
and which could not. She guessed wrong,
so 16 IMPs for Alt Stars to win by 49-25.

T3
Q94
K9873
AK5

In Pepsi vs. Tiramisu, Dominic Filipowicz
opened 4♠, left to play there when Thomas
Bessis in the North was not in the mood
for a potential -1100.

The biggest swing came in the match
Koeppel vs. Edmonds. In one room John
Hurd opened 4♠ in the West seat and was
left to play there for +650.

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Z. Grossack

Wooldridge

Thomsen

Radin

4♠

5♥

Dble

All Pass

SOUTH

It is hard to blame East for doubling the
very macho 5♥-bid, and North cannot
have been unhappy seeing dummy.
After the ♣K lead and a heart finesse, it
was +850 and 17 IMPs for Edmonds to go
from losing by 6 IMPs to winning by 33-22
on the last board.
In Donner vs. Alt Stars, Pedersen from Alt
Stars opened 4♠ and scored 620.

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Sakr

Zochowska

Pepsi

Lorenzini

4♠

5♥

Dble

Pass

5♠

All Pass

Joanna Zochowska bid 5♥ like a valkyrie,
but when Pepsi doubled, Sakr with her
hand short on defense decided to run,
limiting the IMP-loss to 13, Tiramisu winning 35-14, 14.76-5.24.
And finally, my own match. I always had a
thing for writing about my own disasters,
and this even has a happy ending.
Przemyslaw Janiszewski (on the team
roster it says Przemek because nobody can
spell this name correctly, not even himself) opened 4♠, and Simon de Wijs did not
venture a 5-level adventure.
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WEST

NORTH

EAST

Madsen

Mr. Birman Rubenstein

4♠

5♥

SOUTH

Mrs. Birman

All Pass

At my table pappa Birman was feeling
lucky, so he bid 5♥ and was left to play
there, as my partner did well not to double.
Now East gave us the only chance to beat
the contract by not leading a club, rather a
spade, ruffed. North took the heart finesse
and cashed trumps, ruffed a spade and
finessed diamonds. North played a club
to his queen, East won with the king and
played back the ♦9. North cashed the ♦T
and another heart, and at this point everybody at the table had said thank you for
playing, good luck. Daniella Birman left
the table, and shortly after David Birman
left too (or was kicked off).
I made a funny comment about how eager
our opponents were to leave us while considering simply conceding so we could end
the match, since I expected the hand to be
over and North to have the ♣A and simply
forgetting to claim before leaving.
After a few minutes David Birman came
back, now played a low club towards
dummy and I was ready to play a club,
when he strangely played the 8!
I was so bewildered I clicked on the seven
I was about to play (I still had my 10) and
did not even consider an undo because I
thought the board was over and had been
dreaming about a glass of wine while
North had been away from the table.

David Birman

Now we lost 16 IMPs on the board instead
of 11, and got 0.4 VPs less, almost a blitz.
But when Birman realised what had
happened, that I had in fact the ten but
assumed he had the rest as he had left, he
told the director the result should be 5♥
down 1 like a gentleman.
It might not make much difference resultwise, but it makes everybody feel better.
Since we are all dying to play live bridge
again, I am now making some PR for the
Red Sea Festival, organised by Birman and
co. The dates are November 5-15, and they
do not expect the event to be cancelled.
You can see an advertisement for the event
in this bulletin.
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Trends 					

By Martin Cantor

Like so many things in life, bridge has its
fashions. Two of the current ones were
on display in this board from the Round
3 match between Tiramisu and Alt-Stars.
With very different results.

Jan Jansma had some nice 10-9 combinations, but also a void in partner’s suit. Had
he passed 1♦ would have been the final
contract, so it was a good decision, getting
his side to a cold game despite the 4-1
trump break.

Board 2. E / NS

♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

Q52
7642
AJ8
AJ5

WEST

KJ76
T985
—
T9742
N
W

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

A4
AKJ3
KQT32
83

NORTH

♠
♥
♦
♣

The defense played three rounds of clubs,
setting that suit up for declarer. North
played dummy’s ♦K, covered and ruffed.
When the ♥Q popped up on the first round
of the suit it rang the alarm, so declarer
ruffed a diamond in hand and played
a winning club to pitch a diamond and
claim ten tricks.

T983
Q
97654
KQ6

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Hammelev Franceschetti Krefeld

Setton

—

1NT

—

Pass

All Pass

EAST

SOUTH

Lorenzini J.Jansma

Zochowska

A.Jansma

—

—

Pass

1♦

Pass

1♥*

Pass

1♠*

Pass
All Pass

2♥

Pass

4♥

1♥ spades
1♠ 4♥ & 5+♦
Back in the day nobody responded to an
opening bid with fewer than 6 points, and
beginners are still taught that way.
Most experts these days respond on a
wider range of hands, as we see here.

Back in the day a 1NT opener promised
a 4333 or 4432 hand or perhaps rather
daringly 5332 with a long minor. Most
experts these days have expanded that to
include 5 card majors, or 5422, 6m322, or
even 5431.
Nothing wrong with that, but it won’t
always work well, as we saw here, when
1NT was passed out.
Mind you, another trend is for ever more
upgrades, and I think a fair number would
consider the South hand too strong for a
15-17 no trump. There wasn’t much to the
play; the defense led hearts and declarer
led clubs, eventually coming to an overtrick but conceding 10 IMPs.
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We saw different approaches at the two
tables on this hand too:
Board 5. N / NS

♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

JT753
5
AJT
A872

WEST

K
AQ863
KQ54
Q64
N
W

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

Q86
T9
97632
J53

NORTH

♠
♥
♦
♣

EAST

A942
KJ742
8
KT9

SOUTH

Hammelev Franceschetti Krefeld

Setton

—

1♥

Pass

Pass

1♠

Pass

2♥*

Pass

2♠

Pass

3♠

Pass

4♠

All Pass

2♥

WEST

good raise

At this table Hammelev chose to show
his somewhat anaemic spade suit rather
than doubling to give partner a choice of
other suits, or of defending. He got lucky,
catching four card support, and they crept
their way to game.
North led a normal ♦K, but that allowed
declarer to get rid of a club in dummy, and
as the ♥K later provided a discard for the
long club in hand he soon had 11 tricks.

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Lorenzini J.Jansma

Zochowska

A.Jansma

—

1♥

Pass

Pass

Dble

All Pass

Lorenzini went for the more flexible
double. As fourth seat re-opening doubles
can be pretty light, there is no guarantee
of game for EW, and Zochowska’s decision
to go for blood looks fair at the vulnerability.
Anything but a trump lead should lead
to 2 down for +500, and East led her singleton diamond. West surprisingly covered
dummy’s 9 with the 10 and declarer was
gifted an extra trick. He played a trump
toward dummy, won by West who cashed
the ♠A. After much thought she continued
the ♣T, and again West declined to play his
ace. Declarer played a club back, East won
her king and played a club to West's ace,
cashed his ♦A, and finally gave his partner
a diamond ruff.
With the king of trumps still to come that
was one down and lose 6 IMPs where they
should have won 2. Alt Stars went on to
win the match 46-31 = 13.61-6.39.
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Victim of the Day

by Christina Lund Madsen

Simon de Wijs

What is the secret behind your BBO-alias
sm1?
- It's a marriage between my laziness and
my romantic side.
Way back when I joined BBO for the first
time, I tried to make a very short alias, so
I tried 's'. Not long enough. So I tried: 'sm',
because m was the first letter of my girlfriend's name. Not long enough.
Finally I tried 'sm1' and that worked.
Btw: my password has been sm1 for
more than 10 years, but I had to change it
recently because BBO upped their security.
Any link to SM is purely a happy coincidence.
You have already won the Alt Invitational
teams and now play the Alt Mixed. Tell
us about your experience playing the Alt
events and whether there is a difference
between playing the Mixed and Open?
- Basically it's the same for me. I play the
Open with Bauke Muller and the Mixed
with Meike Wortel, so I need to bring a
book, like Pepsi does in real life, in both
cases.
Apart from that, there's a little more social
talk at the table in the mixed. Apparently
there are more people I like playing in the
mixed. ☺
What have you been doing the past 3
months when not playing in the Alt events?
- I've been properly immersed in this
online bridge thing. Not only the ALT

tournaments, but also other tournaments,
open team training sessions, EuropeChina matches, junior training sessions.
Everything. I'm busier than ever before.
Other stuff has remained the same:
Reading and watching Netflix. Luckily
tennis is now again possible in the
Netherlands, so I'll be doing some of that.
Your daughters are playing bridge. Tell us
their age, how you got them into bridge and
your experience as their father (and perhaps
mentor?).
- They are twins, 15 years old. I introduced
them to bridge at an early age, around 10,
but they didn't really like it. Luckily they
changed their minds and now they play a
lot more. They like to play, but not to work
on bridge. Doesn't everybody?
How would your life had looked if you had
not become a bridge player?
- I probably would have worked as a software engineer. Unlike many top players, I
actually had a normal job for a while. I was
self employed and enjoyed that life a lot.
I only quit doing that, when a better life
came along.
Name three things you consider yourself
extremely good at.
1. Charming people
2. Appearing intelligent
3. Telling other people what they are doing
wrong.
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Simon trying to
appear intelligent.

Who is your favourite character in the
bridge world?

He failed, so here
is Simon trying
to be charming.

Who would you like to partner, kiss, kill
among Sjoert Brink, Christina Lund Madsen
and Bas Drijver?

- I have a favorite, but not going to name it,
out of fear people will feel left out.
Partner: Sjoert Brink. I've tried the other
But if you're reading this and think you
two, so all my hopes are with Sjoert now.
might be the one, then you probably are!
Kiss: Bas Drijver. I've tried the other two,
Which is your favourite bridge event ever
so I hope Bas will be better. Besides all
and why?
that, we often talked about how we as a
gay couple would work great. We have a
- Has to be a National. Let's make it the one lot of similar interests. Sometimes even
in Hawaii. Nationals offer the optimal mix the same women.
of good bridge and still some social life on
the side.
Kill: Christina Lund Madsen. I've tried
killing the other two multiple times, but
What is your biggest regret in life at this
failed, so it has to be you. Sorry!
point?
Who do you think should be the next victim
- Not having lived on my own. I stayed
in the bulletin? Tell us something you would
home until 19 and then I immediately
like to know about this person.
moved in with my girlfriend at the time.
As a result of that I still am very depen- Joe Grue. Who is/was the love of your life
dant and needy. Luckily I have Bob Drijver and why did you let her get away?
as a roommate at tournaments to take
care of me.
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Teams / Players / Nicknames
Red Sea
David Birman
davidb
Daniela Birman
danniella
Lilo Poplilov 		
lilop
Matilda Poplilov
tida
Cathy Baldysz
cathmark
Przemek Janiszewski Janisz1979
Igor Grzejdziak
IgorG
Sabina Grzejdziak
SabinaG
Alt Stars
Camilla Krefeld
Johan Hammelev
Helle Rasmussen
Jan Pedersen 		
Jens Ove Henneberg
Marlene Henneberg
Aida Jansma 		
Jan Jansma		

Parker
Adam Grossack
Christina L. Madsen
Christina Parker
Dennis Bilde 		
Meike Wortel
Simon de Wijs
Stewart Rubenstein

nevereast
christinas
Cmp56
Ballebo-jr
meikever
sm1
Stewr

Koeppel
Anam Tebha 		
anamtebha
Joe Grue 		
joegrue
Signe Buus Thomsen Thomsen
Zach Grossack
germs345
Lynne Koeppel
lgkoeppel
Thomas Paske
Thomas1000
Sally Brock 		
Saralindaj
Peter Jepsen 		
P_Jepsen

Camse2
Johse61
helle_r
gobochamp
Joh1
Makir
AIDA_MK_NL
Jan_Jansma

Tiramisu
Thomas Bessis
Irene Baroni 		
Cedric Lorenzini
Hilda Setton
Pierre Franceschetti
Joanna Zochowska

malpaluche
princi
pierced
explumber
gewd
poetka

Edmonds
Jodi Edmonds
Joel Wooldridge
Judi Radin 		
Sandra Rimstedt
John Hurd 		
Justyna Zmuda
Michal Klukowski

Pepsi
Andrei Gromov
Anna Gulevich
Danuta Kazmucha
Dominic Filipowicz
Jacek Pszczola
May Sakr		

Agromov017
Katt
dana_5
consus88
pikolo
mayyou

Donner
Geir Helgemo
Cecilia Rimstedt
Marion Michielsen
Per-Ola Cullin
Jessica Larsson
Gary Donner 		

jodewagon
firechief
Judi R
Sandria
johnhurd
juustyna
skrzat96

micelle45
Cillar
Lady007
pocken
jela79
Gdonnersc1

How to kibitz the Alt Mixed teams on BBO
Even if the Alt Mixed Teams is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still kibitz any team you
like. You simply search for your favourite player’s nickname and join his or her table.
If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Cecilia
Rimstedt "Cillar", click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see her online,
you can click on her and take a seat at her table (assuming the tournament allows it).
See you on BBO!
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26

th R E D S E A
INTERNATIONAL

RED S EA I NT ERN AT I ONA L
B RI D G E F ES T I VA L
T O URNA M EN T P RO GRA M

FESTIVAL

2 0 E I L AT - I S R A Royal
E L Beach Eilat Hotel, November 5-15, 2020
November 5, 6
November 7
November 8
November 9, 10
November 11, 12, 13
November 14

Mixed Pairs
T.B. Pairs
National Simultaneous
IMP Pairs
Open Pairs
Teams

Participants from all over the world,
including European and World champions
Total prize money in excess of Euro 30,000
Special Tournament Tourist Packages
from Euro 30 per day per person.
Social Events every day.
Perfect Weather - 25°C

BASMAN/ TENENBAUM 1.2020

N OV E M B E R 5 - 1 5 , 2

For information and registration: The Organizing Committee
David Birman, Tel: 972-3-6058355, Email: birmand@inter.net.il
Alon Birman, Tel: 972-50-6698655, Email: alonbirman@hotmail.com
www.bridgeredsea.com
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Feels Like Isrotel.

How to kibitz the Alt Mixed teams on BBO
As in the previous editions of the Alt Invitational, we expect thousands of spectators on BBO. Even
though the Alt is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your favourites.
You simply search for your favorite player’s nickname and join his or her table.
If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Bas Drijver ’BasDr’, click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see ham online, you
can click on him and take a seat at his table (assuming the tournament allows it). See you on BBO!

www.bid72.com / info@bid72.com

big 5
These are the 5 pillars of bid72, the premium app on bridge bidding.
Download bid72 from the App Store or Google Play and you are good to go.

1. Random hands www.bid72.com/random-boards/
✔ unilimited number of interesting boards, with and without competitive bidding
✔ ranking and rating
✔ fit for any system at any level
3 weeks free trial (no strings attached)
1 month USD 3.49 / 12 months USD 28.99

2. Topic boards www.bid72.com/topics/
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

a set of Topic boards is dedicated to a specific piece of bridge theory
each set contains appr. 100 boards ready to bid in-app
3 levels of themes: starter/club/expert
popular themes: Jacoby Transfers, Check-Back Stayman, Gazzilli
sheets with preferred methods designed by the world’s best players and teachers
1 Topic costs 100 Bid Points
1oo Bid Points USD 1.99/ 500 Bid Points USD 6.99/ 1000 Bid Points USD 12.99

3. Bidding contests www.bid72.com/bidding-contest/
✔ for bridgeclubs and communities
✔ each month 8 new boards in-app
✔ results and handrecords
free service for users with a bid72 account (even in trial)

4. Create your own boards www.bid72.com/create-and-upload-your-own-boards/
✔ create and upload your own boards to bid72
✔ for players, teachers and coaches to practice themed boards with partners and classes
check the link above for (low) costs

5. Basic education www.bid72.com/teachers/
✔
✔
✔
✔

sets of practice boards for starters
relevant powerpoints presentations
feedback to teachers
teachers follow their own rithm and plan
free service for students with bid72 account (even in trial)
discount for teachers on their bid72 account

