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Gupta for the Win
Gupta won the Alt Invitational for the second time in a low-scoring final. 

Well done to the winners: Naren Gupta, Huub Bertens, Thomas 
Bessis, Cedric Lorenzini, Curtis Cheek, Simon de Wijs and Bauke 
Muller.

Team De Botton have been a power house through the Alt V 
and we congratulate or commiserate them with second place:

Janet De Botton, Thomas Charlsen, Jason Hackett, Thor Erik 
Hoftaniska, Alexander Hydes and Artur Malinowski.

See you next week! 
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Alt Mixed Teams II next week
We are back Monday with new and 
familiar faces in the second Alt Mixed 
Teams.
Next Alt Invitational Teams runs from 
June 8-12. 

Final
   1 2 3 Tot

 De Botton  23 16 11 50
 Gupta  46 20 4 70

ALT V
BULLETIN 5
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Link to results

Alt Invitational V

Link to previous Alts & bulletins

Bulletins

http://bridge24.pl
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http://bid72.com/
http://bridgeresults.org/o/2020_alt_v/2020_alt_vr.asp
https://www.netbridge.online/Alt-Mix/
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11 Plus

The eleven-plus is well known in certain 
parts of the United Kingdom as an exa-
mination taken by children to determine 
their admission into grammar and other 
secondary schools. It has also been called 
the Transfer Test - bridge players know all 
about that! 

Would the players be able to successfully 
answer all the questions they were posed 
in the final of ALT 5?

Board 2. Dealer East. All Vul.

  ♠ J 6 3
  ♥ K 9 6 2
  ♦ J 9 4
  ♣ 7 5 2
♠ 9 2   ♠ Q 10 5 4
♥ Q J 3   ♥ A 8 7 5
♦ A Q 8 5 3 2   ♦ 10
♣ 10 8   ♣ K Q J 4
  ♠ A K 8 7
  ♥ 10 4
  ♦ K 7 6
  ♣ A 9 6 3

Open Room

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Bertens Hoftaniska Gupta Charlsen

— — 1♣ Pass

1♦ Pass 1♥ Pass
2♦ Pass 2♠ Pass
2NT Pass 3NT All Pass

In most systems 2♦ would promise a 
good six-card suit, but be limited and 

non-forcing, so East's subsequent bidding 
was somewhat optimistic. 

North led the ♣2 and South took the 
king with the ace and exited with a club, 
declarer winning with the ten and playing 
the ♥Q. North ducked that, covered the ♥J, 
won the third round of hearts and exited 
with a spade. Declarer was allowed to win 
with the nine, but the best he could do 
was play a spade to the ten and South won 
and exited with a diamond. Declarer put 
in the queen and North followed with the 
jack. When declarer cashed the ♦A South 
unblocked the king, won the third dia-
mond which squeezed the dummy! 
When a spade was discarded North exited 
with the ♠J and South cashed two tricks in 
the suit for +100.

That was not merely a pass, it was a distin-
ction!

Closed Room

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Hackett de Wijs Hydes Muller

— — 1♣ Pass

1♠* Pass 1NT Pass
2♦ Pass Pass 2♠
All Pass

1♠ Diamonds

In a sense South got off lightly when 2♠ 
was left unmolested, but his decision to 
re-open did not work well.

By Mark Horton
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Declarer won the lead of the ♣10 with the 
ace and tried three rounds of trumps, so 
the defenders were not hard pressed to 
take the contract four down. Not that any 
other line would have been better! 

South deserved an A for effort, but -400 
meant an 11 IMP loss.

Board 3. Dealer South. EW Vul.

  ♠ 9 6 3
  ♥ A 10 7 3
  ♦ Q 3 2
  ♣ K 10 6
♠ A Q J 10   ♠ K 7 2
♥ K Q 6 4   ♥ J 9 5 2
♦ A K 5   ♦ J 10 9 6
♣ 7 4   ♣ Q J
  ♠ 8 5 4
  ♥ 8
  ♦ 8 7 4
  ♣ A 9 8 5 3 2

Open Room

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Bertens Hoftaniska Gupta Charlsen

— — — Pass

2NT Pass 3♣* Dble
3♥* Pass 4♥ All Pass

West was not sure if 3♥ promised a club 
stopper as well as hearts. North led the ♣6 
and South won and returned a club, North 
winning and exiting with a spade. 

Declarer won and played the ♥K followed 
by the queen. A third heart saw North win 
and exit with his last heart. When declarer 
took the diamond finesse, North had a club 
to cash, so that was an unlucky two down.

Closed Room

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Hackett de Wijs Hydes Muller

— — — 3♣

Dble 4♣ Pass Pass
Dble All Pass

Opening 3♣ is a matter of taste, but 
North's raise did not turn out well, the 
defenders collecting three spades and a 
couple of diamonds for -300 and another 
11+ IMPs.
As you can see, even at this exalted level, 
passing your examinations is far from 
easy.

So after 3 boards De Botton was up 23-6, 
but then 4 straight 10s saw Gupta take the 
lead after the first segment 46-23.

Simon de Wijs - Bauke MullerSimon de Wijs - Bauke Muller



Close decisions mean big 
swings       By Martin Cantor

There were swings aplenty in the first seg-
ment of the final. De Botton got the first 
couple of big blows in, but Gupta came 
back, firstly with this: 

Board 6. E / EW

♠
♥
♦
♣

J 7 3
K Q
A Q 7
Q T 4 3 2

♠
♥
♦
♣

K 5 2  
T 7 5
9 8 4 2  
A 8 5  

N
W E

S

♠
♥
♦
♣

T 9 8 4
6 3
K J T 6 3
J 6

♠
♥
♦
♣

A Q 6
A J 9 8 4 2
5
K 9 7

With six heart tricks and the two pointed 
suit aces, on the surface you just need four 
club tricks to make slam in either hearts 
or clubs, and for that you have a two-way 
finesse for the jack. As so often, the surface 
view doesn’t tell the whole story; if played 
by North a spade lead sets up a defensive 
second trick before the club ace is knocked 
out. And if South plays the heart slam, a 
diamond lead kills the entry to the clubs. 

Could either NS pair get to the club slam 
played by South - or get lucky in one of the 
other slams on a non-fatal lead?

Open room

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Hackett de Wijs Hydes Muller

— — Pass 1♥

Pass 1♠* Pass 2NT*
Pass 3♣* Pass 3♥*
Pass 4♦* Dbl Pass
Pass 4♥ All Pass

1♠ GF relay
2NT 1 suiter ♥ shortst suit is ♦
3♣ relay
3♥ 3613
4♦ puppet to 4♥

One of my BBO fellow commentators 
questioned the wisdom of East’s double of 
the diamond bid when South was known 
to hold a singleton in the suit, but several 
others suggested it was to avert any other, 
potentially more damaging, lead. 

And so it proved; even though the Dutch 
pair for Gupta stayed out of slam the 
defence was off to the best start when 
Hackett obeyed his partner’s double to 
lead a diamond. Muller took the ace, 
unblocked hearts, played a club to the 
king which Hackett cleverly ducked, but 
declarer could now draw the last trump 
and even though he naturally got clubs 
wrong he made his contract for the loss of 
a spade and two clubs.
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Closed room

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Bertens Hoftaniska Gupta Charlsen

— — Pass 1♥

Pass 2NT* Pass 3♣*
Pass 3NT* Pass 4♣
Pass 4♦ Dbl Pass
Pass 5♦ Pass 6♣
All Pass

2NT GF with clubs
3♣ more or less compulsory
3NT 13-15

Once again East doubled the artificial 
diamond bid, and his partner duly led the 
suit. Declarer took the ace and led a club to 
the king which West won, to play another 
diamond, hoping in vain for a second trick 
in that suit. Charlsen now had to find the 
♣J, but he took the finesse and went one 
down. 
The play in the club suit is interesting. If 
West knew there was no chance of tricks 
outside of trumps, it would be correct to 
duck the first round with Axx (as Hackett 
did at the other table), and then South 
would have a tough decision. Maybe the 
fact that West might hope for a diamond 
trick would stop him ducking with that 
holding. But then he also wouldn’t duck 
with Ax. I rate it unlucky for South, but it 
was 10 IMPs away whether you consider it 
unlucky or thoroughly deserved.
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Board 8. W / None

♠
♥
♦
♣

9 7
T
A Q 4 3
A K Q 9 4 2

♠
♥
♦
♣

K 3  
K 9 8 4  
J 7 2  
J 6 5 3

N
W E

S

♠
♥
♦
♣

A J 5 4 2
Q J 5 2
8 5
T 8

♠
♥
♦
♣

Q T 8 6
A 7 6 3
K T 9 6
7

Closed room

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Bertens Hoftaniska Gupta Charlsen

Pass 1♣ 1♠ Dbl

Pass 2♦ Pass 2NT*
Pass 3NT All Pass

2NT forcing

Naren Gupta is the happy winner of the Naren Gupta is the happy winner of the 
Alt Invitational for the second time.Alt Invitational for the second time.
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3NT is easy if clubs break, or if you are 
given time to lose one before the heart ace 
is knocked out. 
Bertens led his ♠K in response to his part-
ner’s overcall, he saw a negative signal 
and, despite South’s negative double sug-
gesting four hearts, he promptly switched 
to that suit to give the defence five tricks.

Open room

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Hackett de Wijs Hydes Muller

Pass 1♣* 1♠* 2♣*

Pass 3♣ Pass 3♦
Pass 4♦ Pass 4♥
Pass* 4NT* Pass 5♦
All Pass

1♣ 15+
1♠ majors or minors
2♣ artificial GF no 6 card suit
Pass lead ♥
4NT optional keycard
5♦ declining the keycard invitation

On the surface 5♦ looks easy with trumps 
3-2 and clubs 4-2. 
EW made life hard for declarer however, 
when they lead ♠K, then spade to the 
ace and a third round of the suit, ruffed 
by West with the 7, overruffed with the 
queen.
Now Muller had a view to take in the 
trump suit. If he hadn’t been dealt the ♦T9 
he would have had no option but to cash 
them from the top. But now he could also 
play for Jxx in East, or, remembering the 
overcall showing both majors, an initial 
Jxxx in West. 
True to his reputation ‘The Professor’, as he 
is known, went into the tank. And stayed 
there for a good while. He eventually tried 
to get more information by playing the ♣A 
which picked up the 10, 7 and 6. He ruffed 
a club, cashed the ♦K and played another 
one, happy to see the jack from West, as 
now he could claim. 

Another ten IMPs for Gupta on their road 
to victory.

Huub Bertens - Curtis CheekHuub Bertens - Curtis Cheek



The second issue of BeBRIDGE is a blockbuster, with feature length
articles on the impact of COVID-19 and the affinity between Chess

and Bridge. We take a trip to the island of Madeira, home of one of the
great bridge Festivals, and enjoy the latest monastic tale from the

master story-teller, David Bird. Alain Lévy shows you how to improve
your opening leads and Philippe Cronier starts a new series.

It couldn't be simpler, go on: 
https://us.lebridgeur.com

 

You can also subscribe by phone at +33 (0)1 42 96 87 34 
or by email at abonnement@lebridgeur.com

 

Once you subscribe to BeBRIDGE, you will be able to access and download
your magazine anytime on your computer and tablet.

THE NEW ONLINE

MAGAZINE 

FOR BRIDGE

ADDICTS 

WANT TO SUBSCRIBE?

WHAT'S NEXT?
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Young French Guns
by Christina Lund Madsen

Trailing by little more than 20 IMPs De 
Botton needed swings in the second seg-
ment. Board 2 was not the kind, they had 
in mind.

In for Gupta came the young French guns, 
and as most juniors (they might be again 
when the WBF makes an under 36-cate-
gory), they don't like sitting out and were 
hungry for IMPs.

Board 2. Dealer N. NS Vul.

♠
♥
♦
♣

A 8 3
K Q T 7
K 7 6 2
8 7

♠
♥
♦
♣

9 7 4 2
J 5  
Q 5 4
9 6 4 3

N
W E

S

♠
♥
♦
♣

K Q T 6 5
4 3
T 8 3
A T 2

♠
♥
♦
♣

J
A 9 8 6 2
A J 9
K Q J 5

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Hackett Lorenzini Hydes Bessis

Pass 1♥

Pass
4♠

2♣
6♥

2♠
All Pass

3♠

Unlike their teammates, Lorenzini-Bessis 
do not spend time on long auctions. 
West led a spade, and hearts splitting and 
the ♣A third onside, the diamond finesse 
was not needed. +1430 for Gupta.  

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Bertens Malinowski Cheek De Botton

Pass 1♥

Pass
Pass

2NT
4♥

Pass
All Pass

3♣

2NT  GF with 4+♥

In the other room NS got the auction to 
themselves, which appeared not to be an 
advantage, since they stopped short of 
slam. 

13 IMPs for Gupta, who picked up ones 
and twos over the next 4 boards, and 
though De Botton scraped together 10 
IMPs here and there, the low scoring 
segment ended 20-16 to Gupta, and 11-4 
to De Botton in the third segment did not 
threaten Gupta's victory. 

Lorenzini-BessisLorenzini-Bessis



Love or Hate Playing Bridge Online? 
We want to hear your views

How has your life as a bridge player changed and what challenges do you face?

Please share your lockdown experiences of bridge by 
emailing bamsa@stir.ac.uk

One off accounts or weekly/monthly diary entries 
are welcomed by players of all ages from all countri-
es - pros, teachers, club owners or service providers.

It doesn’t have to take long and will be of use for 
understanding the short-term and longer term 
impacts of the current situation for the bridge 
community. 

For more info see:
https://keepbridgealive.bridgecloud.com/about/
bridge-in-the-time-of-covid-19

”I’m busier now than I’ve ever 
been in the real world.”

- Alex Hydes

https://keepbridgealive.bridgecloud.com/about/bridge-in-the-time-of-covid-19
https://keepbridgealive.bridgecloud.com/about/bridge-in-the-time-of-covid-19


How to kibitz the Alt Mixed teams on BBO
As in the previous editions of the Alt Invitational, we expect thousands of spectators on BBO. Even 
though the Alt is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your favourites.   
You simply search for your favorite player’s nickname and join his or her table. 

If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Bas Dri-
jver ’BasDr’, click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see ham online, you 
can click on him and take a seat at his table (assuming the tournament allows it). See you on BBO! 



1. Random hands www.bid72.com/random-boards/

✔ unilimited number of interesting boards, with and without competitive bidding
✔ ranking and rating
✔ fit for any system at any level

3 weeks free trial (no strings attached)

1 month USD 3.49 / 12 months USD 28.99

2. Topic boards www.bid72.com/topics/

✔ a set of Topic boards is dedicated to a specific piece of bridge theory
✔ each set contains appr. 100 boards ready to bid in-app
✔ 3 levels of themes: starter/club/expert
✔ popular themes: Jacoby Transfers, Check-Back Stayman, Gazzilli
✔ sheets with preferred methods designed by the world’s best players and teachers

1 Topic costs 100 Bid Points 

1oo Bid Points USD 1.99/ 500 Bid Points USD 6.99/ 1000 Bid Points USD 12.99

3. Bidding contests www.bid72.com/bidding-contest/

✔ for bridgeclubs and communities
✔ each month 8 new boards in-app
✔ results and handrecords

free service for users with a bid72 account (even in trial)

4. Create your own boards www.bid72.com/create-and-upload-your-own-boards/

✔ create and upload your own boards to bid72
✔ for players, teachers and coaches to practice themed boards with partners and classes

check the link above for (low) costs

5. Basic education www.bid72.com/teachers/

✔ sets of practice boards for starters
✔ relevant powerpoints presentations
✔ feedback to teachers
✔ teachers follow their own rithm and plan

free service for students with bid72 account (even in trial)

discount for teachers on their bid72 account

www.bid72.com / info@bid72.com

big 5
These are the 5 pillars of bid72, the premium app on bridge bidding. 
Download bid72 from the App Store or Google Play and you are good to go.

http://bid72.com

