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The lightning that
backfired
There are many stories of lightner doubles
backfiring, and this was one of the more
costly ones.
Board 5. Dealer N. NS Vul.

♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

9
J8742
T875
QT4

N
E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

It is hard to blame East for doubling for a
heart lead. Muller reverted to 7NT, which
has 12 top tricks and the 13th after the
marked heart finesse.
At the other table the auction was not
surprisingly completely different:

JT42
AQT93
K3
97
W

by Christina Lund Madsen

AKQ76
K65
A
AKJ2

♠
♥
♦
♣

853
QJ9642
8653

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Bertens

Nowosadzki

Gupta

Kalita

Pass

2♦

Dble

5♦

Dble

Pass

5NT

Pass

6♦

Pass

7♠

All Pass

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Pepsi

de Wijs

Blass

Muller

1♥

Pass

1♠*

Pass

1NT

Pass

2♣

Pass

3♣

Pass

3♦

Pass

3♠

Pass

4♣

Pass

4♥

Pass

4♠

Pass

5♣

Pass

5♦

Pass

5♠

Pass

7♠

Pass

Pass

Dble

7NT

North reasonably passed his 10-count
vulnerable (de Wijs-Muller play a variant
of precision that allows 10-point openings)
which made room for Gupta to preempt
in diamonds. Now NS did very well to
reach 7♠, but in bridge you are not always
rewarded for excellence.
Gupta refrained from doubling for a heart
lead, but Bertens had enough confidence
in his opponents not to lead a diamond
and saw the only hope of beating the contract to find his partner with a void.
Alas, he lead a low heart, ruffed by Gupta
and a loss of 20 IMPs for Blass, losing the
semifinal by 14 IMPs in total.

All Pass

All South's bids were asking. North's bids
after 1♥ showed in order: 4+♠, 4522shape, 3 controls, 1 or 2 AKQ in hearts/0
or 3 in spades, 1 or 2 ♦AKQ and 0 in clubs,
and finally 5♠ showed 2 of the 3 top
♥-honours, no ♥J.

Blass can find comfort that in our other
semifinal, Piotr Zatorski made the same
double after a 2♣-opening in South and
no bidding from the EW-side. Hoftaniska
as Muller reverted to 7NT. It was a push,
L'Ecuyer-Marcinski landing in 7♥ making
when L'Ecuyer began with ♥K (East had
also here opened a weak 2♦).
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Results / Ranking
RR7

IMPs

VPs

BLASS

BRIDGESCANNER

63

11

18.38

1.62

DE BOTTON

STREET

50

23

15.39

4.61

GILLIS

DONNER

33

37

9.01

10.99

GUPTA

BUSSINK

64

20

17.58

2.42

Semifinals

C/O

seg 1

seg 2

Total

DE BOTTON

10.1

18

22

50.1

STREET

0

20

25

45.0

GUPTA

6.1

23

23

52.1

BLASS

0

20

18

38.0

After
Round 7

Link to results

Alt Invitational V
Link to previous Alts & bulletins

Bulletins

VPs

1

DE BOTTON

98.50

2

GUPTA

88.75

3

BLASS

86.47

4

STREET

74.38

5

DONNER

63.49

6

BRIDGESCANNER

60.06

7

BUSSINK

44.46

8

GILLIS

43.89

Follow us on Facebook
Click the link

Rules and regulations
The numbers 1 through 4 from the round robin will go to the
semifinals. In case of a tie in victory points:
1. the mutual result will decide
2. still equal: the most ’wins’ (BAM-ish) will decide.
3. after that: the team with the highest IMP score on a board will
go through
The winner of the round robin may choose its opponent between the teams placed 3 and 4. T
he captain will mail their choice to info@netbridge.online within an hour after the round robin is finished. If late, then matches will be: 1 versus 4 and 2 versus 3.
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To Err is Human

By Mark Horton

Take it from me, bridge is all about mistakes. Going wrong in the bidding phase
is easy - even an immaculate well intentioned bid can turn out badly.
Defending is tough - even if you survive
the opening lead. Declarer play is perhaps
easier, although as you may be aware I
have been misplaying hands for years!
Two of my fondest memories are to go
down in awkward slams I had played
correctly when, near the end I 'ruffed' with
a non-trump.
Take a look at this deal from the last qualifying round:

bidding is concerned and I quite like the
idea of checking - sorry, passing, hoping
to get a chance to show my suits later.
Otherwise 1♥ gets my vote.
Three East's elected to pass, three opened
1♥.
Let's see what happened in Blass v
Bridgescanner:
Open Room
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Matushko Drijver

Krasnoselskiy Brink

—

—

1♠

2♦*

Board 6. Dealer East. EW Vul.

2♠

3♦

4♥

Pass

		
♠QJ95
		
♥98
		
♦A542
		
♣852
♠ K 10 8 2			
♠A7643
♥ Q 10			
♥AJ7432
♦ Q 9 7			
♦—
♣ K 10 7 6			
♣43
		
♠—
		
♥K65
		
♦ K J 10 8 6 3
		
♣AQJ9

4♠

Pass

Pass

5♦

Dble

All Pass

2♦

Having opened 1♠ East was happy to show
his other suit. Maybe South could have
doubled 4♠, but bidding on looks reasonable - after all, 5♦ might be making and
there must be some chance that EW will
push on to 5♠.

The East hand is sure to appear in a bidding panel competition at some point,
asking what should East do? There will be
votes for 1♠ and 1♥ and Pass and maybe
someone will mention opening 4♥.
Someone mentioned to me that bridge
is the new Poker - at least as far as the

Tends to deny 4♥

West led the ♠8 and declarer put up dummy's jack, ruffed East's ace, cashed the ♦K
and drew trumps ending in dummy as
West withheld the queen until the third
round. A hert to the king was followed by
another heart and East overtook West's
queen. That was a good idea as East could
now play a third heart, killing dummy's
entry, but switching to a club was not.
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Wojciech Olanski

Declarer played the queen and when West
won with the king he was endplayed. A
spade would set up dummy's queen and
West's actual choice of a club gave declarer
three tricks in the suit and +550.
West's only chance after the club switch
is to duck smoothly (is that easy on the
Internet?) when declarer must find the
play of exiting with the ♣J or ♣9.
Closed Room
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Pszczola

Vainikonis

Blass

Olanski

—

—

1♠

2♦

3♦*

4♦

4♠

5♦

Dble

All Pass

3♦

Alt Calendar

Invitational in spades

Here too East preferred to open 1♠. He
might have bid 4♥ on the next round, but
it's a moot point as to who that might help
most.
West led the ♠2 and the first four tricks
were virtually identical. Then declarer
tried a club to the queen and king and
West exited with the ♥Q, East taking the
ace and playing a second club. Declarer
could not avoid the loss of a second club,
so 12 IMPs changed hands.

May 25-29

ALT V

June 1-5		

ALT Mixed II

June 8-12		

ALT VI

June 22-26 Major ALT 			

End of season

8 top teams will particpate in the
normal ALTs and up to 32 teams in the
Major ALT.
For more info, write to
info@netbridge.online
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Unlocking the Combination
By Mark Horton
I always try to find an early deal to write
about - that way there will be no delay
before the pre-prandial drinks are served
at 18.00. Having read that lockdown can
lead to increased alcohol consumption we
have decided to imitate the suggestion
made in the BBC-HBO production, The
Gathering Storm, that a cash-strapped
Winston Churchill agreed to cut down to
two bottles of champagne before dinner.
However, I leave the computer running
and as a result I spotted this deal:
♠A
♥Q6
♦A98653
♣ 10 9 7 5

		
		
		
		

♠QJ9
♥A
♦J74
♣KQ6432

Brink-Drijver had stopped in 4♣. East had
advertised a major two suiter and ducked
the first round of clubs. Guess which card
declarer played next?
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Kalita

Saelensminde Nowosadzki Gillis

—

—

1♠

3♣

5♣

All Pass

2♣

West led the ♠6 and declarer won perforce
with dummy's ace and played the ♣7 for
the eight, king and jack. East won the next
club and returned a heart, declarer winning with the ace and playing a diamond.
Which one?

Board 22. Dealer East. EW Vul.

		
		
		
		

Blass vs. Gillis

Gupta vs. De Botton
De Wijs-Muller had bid 5♥, down 500.

The popular contract was 5♣ by NS, reached 6 times (one pair stopped in 4♣,
another collected +500 from 5♥ doubled).
With no major suit losers declarer has to
avoid dropping three tricks in the minors.
Nothing can be done about the ♣A, so
everything rests on how declarer tackles
the diamond suit.
West leads a spade and after winning with
dummy's ace you play a club for the eight,
king and jack. Take a look at these auctions
and decide how you are going to play in
each case:

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Hackett

Bertens

Hydes

Gupta

—

—

1♠

2♣

3♠*

4♣

4♠

5♣

All Pass
3♠

Mixed Raise

Declarer won the spade lead, played a club
to the king, eliminated the major suits and
played a diamond.

Bussink vs. Bridgescanner
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Matushko O Rimstedt Krasnoselski M Rimstedt

—

—

1♠

2♠

5♣

All Pass
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2♣

After the spade lead declarer went for the
elimination before playing a diamond.
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Grossack

Vainikonis

Bussink

Olanski

—

—

1♠

2♣

4♠

5♣

Pass

Pass

Dble

Rdbl

All Pass

Here too declarer went for the elimination
line, but he then gave up a trick to the ♣A,
ruffed the return and cashed another club
before playing a diamond.

Donner vs. Street
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Fergani

Rimstedt

L'Ecuyer

Donner

—

—

Pass

2♣*

Pass

2♦*

3♣*

Pass

3♥

5♣

All Pass

2♣
2♦
3♣

After the spade lead to dummy's ace,
declarer played a club to the king followed
by a diamond.
NORTH

Where all EW do bid spades the auction
1♠-(2♣)-4♠ suggests someone will have
some distribution. When West turns up
with one club it seems unlikely he will
have only one diamond, as that would
leave him with seven hearts. It seems clear
to play East to be short in diamonds and if
that is the case, the only card that will help
you is the ♦10.
Now for the moment of truth.
This was the full deal:

Precision style
Asking, invitational+
Not discussed, should be majors

WEST

Looking at the diamond suit in isolation,
everything is fine if the suit is 2-2. The
distribution to worry about is any 3-1. If
East happens to have advertised a major
two-suiter and then turns up with two
clubs you know he has at best one diamond.

EAST

SOUTH

Michielsen Pachtmann

Cullin

Zatorski

—

—

1♠

2♣

4♠

5♣

All Pass

		
♠A
		
♥Q6
		
♦A98653
		
♣ 10 9 75
♠ 8 6 4 3			
♠ K 10 7 5 2
♥ J 9 7 3 2			
♥ K 10 8 5 4
♦ K Q 2			
♦ 10
♣ J				
♣A8
		
♠QJ9
		
♥A
		
♦J74
		
♣KQ6432
The players who opted for a low diamond,
Gupta, Rimstedt (unluckily) and Zatorski
went one down, while Gillis, Olanski and
Donner played the ♦J and were home.

Declarer went for the elimination line,
exited with a second club, ruffed the
return and played a diamond.
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Last gasp drama		
Finishes don’t get much more dramatic
than this. I tuned back into BBO in time for
the last few boards of the semi-final between de Botton and Street.
After 20 of 24 boards de Botton had a lead
of 1.1 including their 10.1 carryover for
winning the round robin. On 21 Street
made an extra overtrick to narrow the lead
to 0.1. On 22 both de Botton pairs went
down in their contracts, 6 IMPs to Street,
now leading by 5.9. Board 23 was a push.
And so to the final board.
Board 24. W / None

♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

—
T63
KJ8432
AK95

T54
KJ98754
6
84
N
W

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

Q983
—
AQT97
QT72

♠
♥
♦
♣

AKJ762
AQ2
5
J63

By Martin Cantor

Hydes had to choose between 3♠ and 3NT
at his first turn. When he opted for 3♠
Hackett also faced a tough problem; the
diamonds are indeed two cards longer, but
the suit quality is nothing special.
He chose to repeat the diamonds and now
Hydes didn’t really have anywhere else
to go than 4♠, since 4NT would surely be
keycard for diamonds.
Fergani had no attractive lead, but the best
chance of beating the contract looked to
be to get partner in with a diamond ruff,
so he led the ace of that suit. At trick 2 his
options looked even less attractive; after
some thought he played the ♦7 to the
jack, ruffed with the ten and overruffed
with the jack. Next came three rounds
of trumps and South was in again, this
time exiting with the ♦Q to dummy’s
king, declarer throwing a club. East now
finessed a heart and South threw a club
coming down to this layout:

♠
♥
♦
♣

We will see the action from the closed
room first because they were several
boards ahead of the open.
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Hackett

Pollack

Hydes

Fergani

1♦

3♥

3♠

Pass

4♦

Pass

4♠

All Pass
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84
AK95

♠
♥
♦
♣

K987
84
N
W

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

Q
T9
QT7

♠
♥
♦
♣

62
A2
J6

Hydes played his penultimate trump to
put South on lead, and claimed; a club
would run to his jack, and a diamond
would be ruffed after which the ♥A would
squeeze South in the minors.
Very nicely played to an elegant ending,
but you have to feel a bit sorry for South,
repeatedly put into impossible situations.
And so to the other room, and this auction
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Pachtman

Hoftaniska

Zatorski

Charlsen

1♦*

3♥

3♠

Pass

4♣

Pass

4♥

Pass

5♣

All Pass

When Pachtman opted to show his clubs
Zatorski chose an ambiguous cue of
the opponents’ suit. I imagine he was
hoping to hear delayed spade support, but
Pachtman couldn’t offer any and may have
thought that clubs had been agreed.

Thomas Charlsen is in the final of
the Alt V with De Botton.

now had a choice of winning lines, either
discarding on this, or ruffing and exiting
a high diamond to wait for his spade (or
diamond) trick.
He chose the latter, and when declarer
crossed back to the ♥A to play off the
spades, South could make another diamond trick at the end for two off and -11
IMPs, which meant a last gasp win for de
Botton.

Ambiguous bids at the four level are rarely
a good move. The contract looked hopeless, I thought at the time I was watching that
and so it proved, despite declarer’s best
I would likely have bid 3NT with the East
wriggling efforts.
hand, though you are probably giving
up any chance of a spade slam if you
North led his singleton diamond and
do. I looked at it later to assess 3NT, and
South won and played a small trump, run
while the play is complicated, it looks like
to the jack. Declarer must have thought
declarer is favourite. So I checked with
now that he might have a chance if trumps Deep Finesse, and indeed 3NT can make
were 3-3 and some luck in spades.
on any lead. Just saying.
He ruffed a spade, cashed the two top
trumps and finessed the ♥Q. Charlsen

Let’s hope the final is just as exciting.

- 9 -

Victim of the Day

by Christina Lund Madsen

Piotr Zatorski

Tell us about your background.
I am 33 y/o, born in Legnica (Poland), my
dad is a bridge player and my mom used
to play a little. I have one brother who is a
scientist - a few years ago he determined
the new mass of the electron (so proud of
him!).
How have you experienced corona?

Absolutely worth mentioning is Pawel
Jassem (son of Krzysztof).
He made a partnership with me for U20 in
Jesolo 2007. I was pretty weak at that time
and our partnership improved my skill to
the decent junior level. This was a breaking point for me and when all the best
has started!
When you don’t play yourself, who is your
favourite pair to kibitz?

I am spending the majority of my time
looking after my baby girl and playing
bridge on BBO (thank you ALT!).
In addition, I run regular bridge classes
on BBO dedicated to my bridge club’s
students.

I enjoy to kibitz Klukowski – Gawrys,
Kalita - Nowosadzki, Brink – Drijver and
Muller – de Wijs.

What do you do when you don’t play bridge
and there is no corona?
Some time ago, my bridge students
encouraged me to play golf, and it turned
out to be great entertainment to me! The
fun is even better when Agata, my wife,
joins me.
Additionally - tennis with Nowosadzki
to keep fit, FIFA with Klukowski and traveling as much as we can with my lovely
Agata. And last but not least - full-time
daddy role. ☺
Tell us about an early bridge experience
that made a significant impact on you.

What is the strangest thing you ever experienced at a tournament?
On one bridge event, the opponent was
declaring a slam and when dummy –
unexpectedly - came down with missing 2
keycards and KQ in side suit, he got a heart
attack! Lucky, he survived.
How did you meet your wife?
It was in 2010, we participated in the same
bridge tournament in Poznan and shared
the same accommodation thankfully
offered by our common friend.
Now to Erikas questions for you:

I need to admit, I was super-lucky when it
comes to people I have met when I was on
my early stage in bridge.

1.
2.
3.
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How does it feel to win the Reisinger?
How does it feel to be young dad?
What does it take to pair up with 		
Michal Klukowski?

Reisinger-winners 2015.
Piotr Zatorski (top right corner) has not
yet realised what just happened.

1. It was Denver, 2015, when all that noise
about dirty play in bridge, just started. I
am glad that this did not overshadow our
success and we enjoyed our moment of
glory. ☺
I remember my first thought after this
achievement – “This is really happening!
Anyone can win a national event”.
2. This is something you can’t really
explain in words, something unique and
unforgettable. I am now asking myself
"Why did it happen so late?"
3. The best will be to ask him that question. ☺
Which three things would your mother say
about you if we asked her?

First look at my baby. The moment that
gives start of new, pure relationship.
Who would you like to partner, kiss, kill
among Boye Brogeland, Jacek Pszczola and
Cecilia Rimstedt?
The choice is not easy but I will choose:
- Cecilia for a partner because I feel I am
doing well in mixed pair.
- Kill Jacek Pszczola, so other players have
a chance to succeed.
- Thank-kiss for Boye! For all things he has
made for bridge community.
Who should be the next victim in the bulletin? Tell us something you would like to
know about this person?

Sjoert Brink:
Scamp (I burnt my brother’s room), helpful, Have you ever had any episode with
ambitious.
Swiss police? If so, tell us about it.
Which bridge tournament has been
Tell us about a moment you will never
memorable to you and why?
forget.
In your opinion, who is the best
woman bridge player?
- 11 -

Teams / Players / Nicknames
Team Blass
Jacek Pszczola
Josef Blass 		
Jacek Kalita 		
Michal Nowosadzki
Sjoert Brink 		
Bas Drijver 		
Team Gillis
Simon Gillis 		
Erik Saelensminde
Boye Brogeland
Espen Lindqvist
Christian Bakke
Tor Oyvind Grude

pikolo
bljosef
bridge24jk
bridge24mn
sjoertBr
BasDr

rayas78
skaal1
boye
stevieg
chrien
teg91

Team BridgeScanner
Andrei Arlovich
goblin2000
Erikas Vaikonis
bookie¬_It
Georgi Matushko
matushko
Konrad Araszkiewicz konrad80
Krzysztof Kotorowicz przedpelk
Mikhail Krasnoselskii coreman
Vytautas Vainikonis vainikonis
Wojciech Olanski
przedpielk
Team Bussink
Adam Grossack
Bart Bussink 		
Mikael Rimstedt
Ola Rimstedt 		
Zach Grossack

Team De Botton
Jason Hackett
Alexander Hydes
Janet de Botton
Arthur Malinowski
Thor Erik Hoftaniska
Thomas Charlsen

mutton
itsgrim2
capt Lulu
malisuper
kasper20
tcharlsen

Team Street
Nicolas L’Ecuyer
Paul Street 		
Ron Pachtman
Piotr Zatorski 		
Fred Pollack 		
Kamel Fergani
Zygmunt Marcinski

caucase
Boulevard1
ronpa
dzeronimo
Fredp
fergani
guppy2303

Team Donner
Gary Donner Gdonnersc1
Cecilia Rimstedt cillar
Sandra Rimstedt Sandria
Marion Michielsen Lady007
Per-Ola Cullin pocken
Eric Rodwell bumportant
Team Gupta
Bauke Muller 		
Simon de Wijs
Cedric Lorenzini
Huub Bertens
Thomas Bessis
Naren Gupta 		
Curtis Cheek 		

nevereast
bart3
mikaelrim
olarim
germs345

beukertje
sm1
pierced
H Bertens
malpaluche
nareng
curtis

How to kibitz the Alt Invitational on BBO
As in the previous editions of the Alt Invitational, we expect thousands of spectators on BBO. Even
though the Alt is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your favourites.
You simply search for your favorite player’s nickname and join his or her table.
If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Bas Drijver ’BasDr’, click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see him online, you
can click on him and take a seat at his table (assuming the tournament allows it). See you on BBO!
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Love or Hate Playing Bridge Online?
We want to hear your views
How has your life as a bridge player changed and what challenges do you face?
Please share your lockdown experiences of bridge by
emailing bamsa@stir.ac.uk
One off accounts or weekly/monthly diary entries
are welcomed by players of all ages from all countries - pros, teachers, club owners or service providers.
It doesn’t have to take long and will be of use for
understanding the short-term and longer term
impacts of the current situation for the bridge
community.
For more info see:
https://keepbridgealive.bridgecloud.com/about/
bridge-in-the-time-of-covid-19

”I’m busier now than I’ve ever
been in the real world.”
- Alex Hydes

How to kibitz the Alt Mixed teams on BBO
As in the previous editions of the Alt Invitational, we expect thousands of spectators on BBO. Even
though the Alt is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your favourites.
You simply search for your favorite player’s nickname and join his or her table.
If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Bas Drijver ’BasDr’, click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see ham online, you
can click on him and take a seat at his table (assuming the tournament allows it). See you on BBO!

www.bid72.com / info@bid72.com

big 5
These are the 5 pillars of bid72, the premium app on bridge bidding.
Download bid72 from the App Store or Google Play and you are good to go.

1. Random hands www.bid72.com/random-boards/
✔ unilimited number of interesting boards, with and without competitive bidding
✔ ranking and rating
✔ fit for any system at any level
3 weeks free trial (no strings attached)
1 month USD 3.49 / 12 months USD 28.99

2. Topic boards www.bid72.com/topics/
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

a set of Topic boards is dedicated to a specific piece of bridge theory
each set contains appr. 100 boards ready to bid in-app
3 levels of themes: starter/club/expert
popular themes: Jacoby Transfers, Check-Back Stayman, Gazzilli
sheets with preferred methods designed by the world’s best players and teachers
1 Topic costs 100 Bid Points
1oo Bid Points USD 1.99/ 500 Bid Points USD 6.99/ 1000 Bid Points USD 12.99

3. Bidding contests www.bid72.com/bidding-contest/
✔ for bridgeclubs and communities
✔ each month 8 new boards in-app
✔ results and handrecords
free service for users with a bid72 account (even in trial)

4. Create your own boards www.bid72.com/create-and-upload-your-own-boards/
✔ create and upload your own boards to bid72
✔ for players, teachers and coaches to practice themed boards with partners and classes
check the link above for (low) costs

5. Basic education www.bid72.com/teachers/
✔
✔
✔
✔

sets of practice boards for starters
relevant powerpoints presentations
feedback to teachers
teachers follow their own rithm and plan
free service for students with bid72 account (even in trial)
discount for teachers on their bid72 account

