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Board of the Day
The highlight of my day is always when I
talk to Sjoert to check if he had any good
boards, which he usually doesn't.
Last night he told me he finally got to
double some young Norwegians for 1100
in 6♥, and was so happy. Next he said:
"But then I double Janet De Botton in 7♥
and she f... makes it! Some even went
down in 6♥!"

♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

73
AT 9 8 76
AQ964

WEST

KJ8642
Q32
QJ95
N
W

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

QT5
AT 7 3 2
87532

NORTH

by Christina Lund Madsen

Bas overcalled 2♠, but she still finesses
HIM for the f... queen! I was the one who
doubled!"
At the other table Kalita-Nowosadzki bid
and made 6♥ +1 for 1460 after a spade
lead and a heart towards the ace. They
were probably slightly surprised to see
it was lose 14 against the -2470 from the
other room.
In Gillis vs. Bridgescanner 6♥ down 1 was
a oush after a spade lead and both declarers misguessed hearts.

♠
♥
♦
♣

A9
KJ54
K864
KJT

In Gupta vs. Street Bertens-Cheek found
the save in 6♠ for -100 and 11 IMPs when
Bessis-Lorenzini stopped in a solid 5♥ for
+650 at the other table.
In Donner vs. Bussink Marion Michielsen
made a tactical preemptive lightner
double that prevented the Rimstedt twins
from reaching slam:

EAST

SOUTH

Malinowski Drijver

De Botton

Brink

—

—

1NT

Pass

O. Rimstedt Michielsen

O. Rimstedt Cullin

2♦

2♠

3♥

4♠

—

—

1NT

Pass

5♠

6♠

7♥

Dble

2♦

2♠

3♥

4♠

5♥

Dbl

All Pass

WEST

All Pass

Sjoert doubled 7♥ before Bas had a chance
to make a lightner double for a club lead not that it would have been clear for Sjoert
which suit to lead.
"To me is sounded like Malinowski had a
spade void, so I knew the ♦A was cashing."
So Sjoert led the ♦A.
"Now she still has to find the ♥Q and

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Rumour has it they are still arguing about
who should have RD. Marion earned her
team 5 IMPs with her brilliant double
when Eric Rodwell - Cecilia Rimstedt had
1430 in the other room.
If only all boards were like this. ♥
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Results / Ranking
RR5

IMPs

VPs

Link to results

BLASS

GILLIS

40

36

10.99

9.01

GUPTA

DE BOTTON

44

73

4.31

15.69

BUSSINK

BRIDGESCANNER

25

47

5.40

14.60

DONNER

STREET

39

23

13.53

6.47

BLASS

DE BOTTON

59

25

16.38

3.62

GILLIS

BRIDGESCANNER

22

64

2.64

17.36

GUPTA

STREET

81

32

18.09

1.91

BUSSINK

DONNER

82

51

15.97

4.03

After
Round 6

VPs

1

DE BOTTON

83.11

2

GUPTA

71.17

3

STREET

69.77

4

BLASS

68.09

5

BRIDGESCANNER

58.44

6

DONNER

52.50

Follow us on Facebook

7

BUSSINK

42.04

Click the link

8

GILLIS

34.88

Alt Mixed results
Link to previous Alts & bulletins

Bulletins

RR6

Rules and regulations
The numbers 1 through 4 from the round robin will go to the
semifinals. In case of a tie in victory points:
1. the mutual result will decide
2. still equal: the most ’wins’ (BAM-ish) will decide.
3. after that: the team with the highest IMP score on a board will
go through
The winner of the round robin may choose its opponent between the teams placed 3 and 4. T
he captain will mail their choice to info@netbridge.online within an hour after the round robin is finished. If late, then matches will be: 1 versus 4 and 2 versus 3.
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An Attitude Switch

By Toine van Hoof

There were two unexpected swings on the
first board of RR5.

WEST

NORTH

Pszczola

Saelensminde Blass

Gillis

Board 1. Dealer North. None Vul.

–

1♣

Dble

3NT

All Pass

		
		
		
		

♠ A 10 3
♥4
♦AQ94
♣Q9763

♠ K Q 6 4			
♥ K J 7 5			
♦ K 6			
♣ K J 10			
		
		
		
		

EAST

3♥

SOUTH

For Jacek Pszczola it was evident that the
final contract should be placed in his hand
so he bid 3NT. A club lead would have sunk
the contract (down two if South switches
to a diamond), but Erik Saelensminde first
tested the waters by leading the ♦A. He
collected a discouraging ♦8 and could not
persuade himself to continue diamonds.
He switched to the ♣3 and Pepsi had nine
tricks for a 10 IMPs win.

♠8
♥ A Q 10 8 6 3 2
♦ 10 7 5
♣52

♠J9752
♥9
♦J832
♣A84

Gupta-De Botton

Blass-Gillis

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Hackett

Bertens

Hydes

Gupta

3♥

dbl

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

–

1♣

Bakke

Drijver

Grude

Brink

4♥

All Pass

–

1♣

4♥

All Pass

Tor Oyvind Grude agressively overcalled
4♥ and found a 16 HCP dummy with a
four-card trump support.
It was not enough. Sjoert Brink led the ♠2
(3rd/5th). Grude created himself a chance
by playing low in dummy.
Fearing the singleton jack with East Bas
Drijver took the ace. He switched to his
lowest club and after winning ♣A, Brink,
looking at dummy's tricks saw no other
chance for 4 tricks than to play a diamond
for one off.

Against Alexander Hydes’ 4♥ contract
Naren Gupta led the ♠2 (3rd/5th), cleverly
ducked in dummy and won by Huub
Bertens with ♠A. Back came the ♣3 (unless
NS play Lavinthal here, a higher club
might have been better) to the ace but
South fell from grace by returning a club:
EW +420.
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

de Wijs

Hoftaniska

Muller

Charlsen

–

1♣

3♥

Pass

4♥

All Pass
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Cecilia Rimstedt

Bauke Muller also played low in dummy
on the lead of the ♠2 (3rd/5th), evoking
the ace. Thor Erik Hoftaniska switched to
the ♣7 for the ace and Thomas Charlsen
pushed a diamond through:
NS +50 and 10 IMPs.

Bussink-Bridgescanner
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Matushko

O.Rimstedt

Krasnoselskii

M.Rimstedt

A.Grossack Vainikonis

Bussink

Olanski

–

4♥

All Pass

1♣

Donner-Street

In the match between Bussink and
Bridgescanner both East players overcalled
4♥ and played there.
Mikael Rimstedt led the ♠2 (3rd/5th).
When Mikhail Krasnoselskiy played low in
dummy Ola Rimstedt stoically inserted the
ten and switched to a trump.
Declarer ruffed out the ♠A, crossed to the
♥K, discarded a club on the ♠Q and ruffed
a spade in hand. When he advanced a club
Mikael rose with the ace and put the contract down by switching to a diamond.
Bart Bussink had no chance when
Wojciech Olanski led a fourth best ♠5
(without the jack he would have led
the second best spade). He inserted the
queen. Vytautas Vainikonis allowed him
to discard a club by returning the ♠10.
Bussink went to hand with the ♥A and
immediately advanced the ♣5. Olanski
knew what to do: ♣A and a diamond. One
down and no score.

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Fergani

C.Rimstedt

Pollack

Donner

Michielsen Pachtman

Cullin

Zatorski

–

1♦

3♥

dbl

4♥

All Pass

Cecilia Rimstedt’s 1♦ did not promise a real
suit, so Gary Donner led the ♠2 (3rd/5th).
Fred Pollack did not duck in dummy but
it would probably not have helped him.
North took ♠Q with the ace and returned a
discouraging ♣9.
Donner made the right interpretation and
returned a diamond for one down.
Piotr Zatorski simply led his partners suit.
Ron Pachtman took the ♦K with the ace,
cashed the ♦Q, cashed the ♠A and played a
club: one down and a push.
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The Wrong Suit

By Mark Horton

Bridge imitates so many sports in that one
minute you can be a hero, and immediately thereafter become the goat. Of course
we prefer brilliant play, but the reality is
that most bridge events are won by the
players who limit their mistakes.
Let's take a look at the second deal of the
match between Gupta and De Botton:
Board 2. Dealer East. NS Vul.
		
♠J9
		
♥96
		
♦AQ973
		
♣AK32
♠ K 8 2			
♠ A 10 7 3
♥ K 10 7 5 4 3			
♥AQ82
♦ K 2			
♦8
♣ 6 4			
♣ J 10 7 5
		
♠Q654
		
♥J
		
♦ J 10 6 5 4
		
♣Q98
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Hackett

Bertens

Hydes

Gupta

—

—

Pass

Pass

won with the ten, South pitching the ♦4,
and exited with a club. South won that
with the queen and had only to play back
a club or a diamond to leave declarer to
lose a slow spade.
Alas, South exited with the ♠4 and
declarer took North's jack with dummy's
ace, ruffed a club, ruffed a diamond, ruffed
a club, crossed to dummy with a heart and
paused for reflection. North had already
shown the ♣AK, the ♦A and the ♠J. It was
long odds he held the ♦Q and if he had the
♠Q in addition he might have made some
attempt to get involved over 2♦. Declarer
called for dummy's ♠10 and when South
covered North's ♠9 was a happy sight,
+420.
Closed Room
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

de Wijs

Hoftaniska

Muller

Charlsen

—

—

2♦*

Pass

4♥

All Pass

2♦

Short diamond, 11-15,may be 3/4 MM

North led the ♣A and when South followed with the eight he switched to the
4♦*
Dble
Pass*
Pass
♠J. Declarer won with dummy's ace, drew
4♥
All Pass
trumps ending in dummy and played a
diamond for the five, king and ace. When
2♦ Multi
4♣ Transfer to your major
North continued with the ♠9 declarer was
4♦ Hearts
Pass OK, you can declare
home for another dull push.
According to the convention card I can
North led the ♣A and when South folsee, a low card from South at trick one
lowed with the nine he switched to the ♥6, would have been encouraging, so probably
declarer winning with dummy's ace and
North feared that declarer held the ♣Q and
playing a diamond for the ten, king and
played for him to have two spades missing
ace. North exited with a heart and declarer the king.
2♦*

Pass

4♣*

Pass
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THE NEW ONLINE
MAGAZINE
FOR BRIDGE
ADDICTS
WHAT'S NEXT?
The second issue of BeBRIDGE is a blockbuster, with feature length
articles on the impact of COVID-19 and the affinity between Chess
and Bridge. We take a trip to the island of Madeira, home of one of the
great bridge Festivals, and enjoy the latest monastic tale from the
master story-teller, David Bird. Alain Lévy shows you how to improve
your opening leads and Philippe Cronier starts a new series.

WANT TO SUBSCRIBE?
It couldn't be simpler, go on:

https://us.lebridgeur.com
You can also subscribe by phone at +33 (0)1 42 96 87 34
or by email at abonnement@lebridgeur.com
Once you subscribe to BeBRIDGE, you will be able to access and download
your magazine anytime on your computer and tablet.

Two Boards, No Swing,
Plenty of Interest		

By Martin Cantor

I wrote in a previous bulletin article that
one of the hallmarks of a top player is
that they don’t panic when confronted by
horrific breaks. Both declarers on this hand
demonstrated that quality, and good technique, to bring their contract home, and
with an overtrick.
Board 10. E /All

♠
♥
♦
♣

JT2
KQJ3
5
AJ832

♠
♥
♦
♣

Q864
—
AKJ976
QT9
N
W

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

953
T8642
T83
65

Hydes’ line was marginally different
and, I think, slightly less secure, if a little
showier. On the play of the ♠8 at trick
2, South discouraged with the nine. So
East unblocked the ♠T, played a trump to
dummy, then successfully finessed the ♠7.
Diamond ruff, spade to king, diamond ruff,
top trump, two rounds of clubs and a club
exit to leave South again ruffing his partner’s winner to play back into the tenace.
No swing.
Board 11. S / None

♠
♥
♦
♣

AK7
A975
Q42
K74

♠
♥
♦
♣

A985
AQ3
K42
K64

♠
♥
♦
♣

4
KJ985
Q53
8532
N
W

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

7
T74
876
AQJT97

In the East seats were Alex Hydes for de
Botton and Bauke Muller for Gupta in 4♥,
and both received a diamond lead after
North had overcalled in the suit, followed
by a switch to the ♠8 which they won
Closed room
with the ace.
A round of trumps revealed the bad news.
WEST
NORTH
Muller took two rounds of clubs, ruffed a
de Wijs
Hoftaniska
diamond, then another top spade to ruff
—
—
his last diamond. He cashed dummy’s
3NT
Pass
last trump and exited with a spade which
North won. North now had only winners,
4♠
Pass
but South had only trumps, so it was South 5♦*
Pass
who took the next trick and had to lead
into declarer’s A9.
4♥ transfer
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♠
♥
♦
♣

KQJT632
52
AJT9
—

EAST

SOUTH

Muller

Charlsen

—

3♣

4♥*

Pass

5♣
6♠

Pass
All Pass

Simon de Wijs

In both rooms South opened 3♣, but in the
closed room NS had a free run after that,
and got to the slam easily.
On a trump lead de Wijs eliminated clubs,
lost the heart finesse, and found the ♦Q
for his contract.
At the other table EW were given a much
bumpier ride:
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Hackett

Bertens

Hydes

N.Gupta

—

—

—

3♣

3NT

4♥

5♣*

5♥

5♠

Pass

6♠

All Pass

The first two bids are routine, but then I
really like Bertens’ 4♥ effort, always ready
to run back to 5♣ if doubled.
Hydes’ description of his 5♣ bid came
somewhat belatedly and read “dunno
what it means but it was good”.
Gupta now capitalised on Bertens’ inventiveness by raising hearts, denying Hackett
the chance to show his control in that suit.
So when 5♠ came round to Hydes he could
do no better than make an informed guess
whether they had two losing hearts or
not. He spent a long time putting together
what information he could, and in the end,
as so often in the last couple of years, he
got the decision right.
No swing again when Hackett also found
the ♦Q. de Botton posted another big win
and look well set for a place in the semifinals.

Alt Calendar
May 25-29

ALT V

June 1-5		

ALT Mixed II

June 8-12		

ALT VI

June 22-26 Major ALT 			

End of season

8 top teams will particpate in the
normal ALTs and up to 32 teams in the
Major ALT.
For more info, write to
info@netbridge.online
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Victim of the Day

by Christina Lund Madsen

Erikas Vainikonis

Where do you come from, age, live?
- So i come from the great country of
Lithuania, even though technically i was
born in USSR. Now i live in Vilnius, and
quietly wait for my 40th birthday … sad ...
How has your country experienced corona
and what have you been doing differently?
- Well, I should say Lithuania has fared
really well. Very few people got sick and
very few death outcomes. That might be
because there are just very few of us in
general.
On the other hand quarantine did lock the
country down for a few months. For me
personally that lead to great amount of
online bridge … I just feel how the level of
my game has increased over this time.
You have started Bridgescanner. Tell us
about the project and your vision for it.
- Bridgescanner has to become the most
popular bridge resource on the web.
For now we are the biggest database
for events and results with over 700
events available to our users. As of today
Bridgescanner is also used by a couple of
federations as a main platform for their
NBO websites.
Your father is also a competitive bridge
player and plays on your team in this event.
Sometimes you play on a team together,
sometimes on separate teams.

Tell us what it is like to have bridge as a
common interest and to compete with and
against each other.
- It is definitely fun. We constantly have an
internal competition going on.
We always have one more reason to compete at the events.
Plan A: to win the event.
Plan B: to place higher than dad … so I
guess that counts as double the motivation
and double the fun. ☺
Which three words would your father use to
describe you?
- Well, years ago it was probably “lazy ass”.
Now things changed (I hope), so I’d guess “best friend” ?
Have you ever been arrested?
- 7 charges of drug trafficking, 5 charges of
illegal gambling, 2 murders at bridge table
… just kidding - NO.
Which three words would your fiancee use
you to describe you? And will you actually
marry her some day?
- Lazy ass … that’s only two words though.
☺ And i promise to inform you as soon as
the marriage date is set!
Tell us something (story, a thing, habit)
about yourself that not many people know.
- I’m terrified of heights, I really dislike
cats, and I never did any hard drugs. ☺
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Erikas Vainikonis with his father Vytas
(Erikas is on the right ☺)

Which childhood memory made the biggest
impression on you?
- One of the more impressive memories
is visiting Barcelona Olympics in 92. It
was one of the first trips abroad in my
life (USSR ended in 1991), and I got to see
M. Jordan play, and first Lithuanian gold
medal, and I still love Barca.

- Well … i guess i would have to kill Jacek
since he usually kills me at the table, and
partnering Zatorski never really worked
out well … so you can figure out the rest :)
Who from the Alt V should be the next
victim in the bulletin?
Tell us something you would like to know
about this person.

- I’d pick my good friend Piotr Zatorski,
he can tell us how does it feel to win
- I guess it would sound like this: in 5 years Reisinger, how does it feel to be young
from now, live in a house in a country by
dad, and what does it take to pair up with
a lake, with family (at least couple of kids), Michal Klukowski!
while being current World (or European)
bridge champion.
What is your biggest dream?

Who do you want to partner, kiss, kill
among Jacek Kalita, Mikhail Krasnoselski
and Piotr Zatorski?
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Teams / Players / Nicknames
Team Blass
Jacek Pszczola
Josef Blass 		
Jacek Kalita 		
Michal Nowosadzki
Sjoert Brink 		
Bas Drijver 		
Team Gillis
Simon Gillis 		
Erik Saelensminde
Boye Brogeland
Espen Lindqvist
Christian Bakke
Tor Oyvind Grude

pikolo
bljosef
bridge24jk
bridge24mn
sjoertBr
BasDr

rayas78
skaal1
boye
stevieg
chrien
teg91

Team BridgeScanner
Andrei Arlovich
goblin2000
Erikas Vaikonis
bookie¬_It
Georgi Matushko
matushko
Konrad Araszkiewicz konrad80
Krzysztof Kotorowicz przedpelk
Mikhail Krasnoselskii coreman
Vytautas Vainikonis vainikonis
Wojciech Olanski
przedpielk
Team Bussink
Adam Grossack
Bart Bussink 		
Mikael Rimstedt
Ola Rimstedt 		
Zach Grossack

Team De Botton
Jason Hackett
Alexander Hydes
Janet de Botton
Arthur Malinowski
Thor Erik Hoftaniska
Thomas Charlsen

mutton
itsgrim2
capt Lulu
malisuper
kasper20
tcharlsen

Team Street
Nicolas L’Ecuyer
Paul Street 		
Ron Pachtman
Piotr Zatorski 		
Fred Pollack 		
Kamel Fergani
Zygmunt Marcinski

caucase
Boulevard1
ronpa
dzeronimo
Fredp
fergani
guppy2303

Team Donner
Gary Donner Gdonnersc1
Cecilia Rimstedt cillar
Sandra Rimstedt Sandria
Marion Michielsen Lady007
Per-Ola Cullin pocken
Eric Rodwell bumportant
Team Gupta
Bauke Muller 		
Simon de Wijs
Cedric Lorenzini
Huub Bertens
Thomas Bessis
Naren Gupta 		
Curtis Cheek 		

nevereast
bart3
mikaelrim
olarim
germs345

beukertje
sm1
pierced
H Bertens
malpaluche
nareng
curtis

How to kibitz the Alt Invitational on BBO
As in the previous editions of the Alt Invitational, we expect thousands of spectators on BBO. Even
though the Alt is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your favourites.
You simply search for your favorite player’s nickname and join his or her table.
If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Bas Drijver ’BasDr’, click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see him online, you
can click on him and take a seat at his table (assuming the tournament allows it). See you on BBO!
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Love or Hate Playing Bridge Online?
We want to hear your views
How has your life as a bridge player changed and what challenges do you face?
Please share your lockdown experiences of bridge by
emailing bamsa@stir.ac.uk
One off accounts or weekly/monthly diary entries
are welcomed by players of all ages from all countries - pros, teachers, club owners or service providers.
It doesn’t have to take long and will be of use for
understanding the short-term and longer term
impacts of the current situation for the bridge
community.
For more info see:
https://keepbridgealive.bridgecloud.com/about/
bridge-in-the-time-of-covid-19

”I’m busier now than I’ve ever
been in the real world.”
- Alex Hydes

How to kibitz the Alt Mixed teams on BBO
As in the previous editions of the Alt Invitational, we expect thousands of spectators on BBO. Even
though the Alt is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your favourites.
You simply search for your favorite player’s nickname and join his or her table.
If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Bas Drijver ’BasDr’, click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see ham online, you
can click on him and take a seat at his table (assuming the tournament allows it). See you on BBO!

www.bid72.com / info@bid72.com

big 5
These are the 5 pillars of bid72, the premium app on bridge bidding.
Download bid72 from the App Store or Google Play and you are good to go.

1. Random hands www.bid72.com/random-boards/
✔ unilimited number of interesting boards, with and without competitive bidding
✔ ranking and rating
✔ fit for any system at any level
3 weeks free trial (no strings attached)
1 month USD 3.49 / 12 months USD 28.99

2. Topic boards www.bid72.com/topics/
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

a set of Topic boards is dedicated to a specific piece of bridge theory
each set contains appr. 100 boards ready to bid in-app
3 levels of themes: starter/club/expert
popular themes: Jacoby Transfers, Check-Back Stayman, Gazzilli
sheets with preferred methods designed by the world’s best players and teachers
1 Topic costs 100 Bid Points
1oo Bid Points USD 1.99/ 500 Bid Points USD 6.99/ 1000 Bid Points USD 12.99

3. Bidding contests www.bid72.com/bidding-contest/
✔ for bridgeclubs and communities
✔ each month 8 new boards in-app
✔ results and handrecords
free service for users with a bid72 account (even in trial)

4. Create your own boards www.bid72.com/create-and-upload-your-own-boards/
✔ create and upload your own boards to bid72
✔ for players, teachers and coaches to practice themed boards with partners and classes
check the link above for (low) costs

5. Basic education www.bid72.com/teachers/
✔
✔
✔
✔

sets of practice boards for starters
relevant powerpoints presentations
feedback to teachers
teachers follow their own rithm and plan
free service for students with bid72 account (even in trial)
discount for teachers on their bid72 account

