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Alt over the World
Online bridge has got its grip on bridge players all over the world. The attention surrounding the
ALT events is growing day by day, and we already have two sparkling fields for the second Alt Mixed
Teams next week and the Alt Invitiational Teams VI in two weeks.

THE ALT
INVITATIONAL

PRE-BULLETIN
Our Major Alt June 22-26 to end the season has more
than 20 world class teams already and lots
Monday, May 11, 2020
of pending requests from hopeful teams. Thereeditor:
willChristina
be Lund
a maximum
of 32 teams, and we did expect
Madsen
to have a full house, but it may be so. And the fieldclm@christina-bridge.com
resembles the top 20 of the recent Open World
logistics: Rosalind Hengeveld
Championships.
MAY 11-15, 2020

big data: Joyce Tito

We will reveal the teams little by little, so stay tuned.
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Wednesday May 27
14.00 EDT/20.00 CET
Blass - De Botton
Gillis - Bridgescanner
Gupta - Street
Bussink - Donner		

A Lucky Guess		
One of my favourite pairs to follow
in these great online events is CullinMichielsen. Per-Ola Cullin (41) is a District
Court Judge from Stockholm, Sweden,
and became a world champion in 2012 by
winning the World Bridge Games in Lille.
Cullin was instrumental in the unmasking
of Fisher-Schwartz in 2015.
Marion Michielsen (34) once was the great
hope of Dutch women bridge until she
decided to follow her heart and moved
to Sweden. As a junior Michielsen won
several titles and after making her debut
in the Dutch women team at the age of 21
she continued to pile up medals. In 2014
she became the queen of the World Bridge
Series in Sanya by winning both the
women teams and the mixed teams.
Cullin-Michielsen play a complicated
strong club system and base their hand
evaluation on ZZ points (A=3; K=2; Q=1).
They use a lot of relays. I don’t know all
the ins and outs of it but on the following
straightforward hand from RR2 their 3NT
contract ended up in the wrong hand.
Dealer West. None Vul.

		
♠ J 10 9 8 7
		
♥KQ3
		
♦AQ7
		
♣ 10 4
♠ A 5 3			
♠K64
♥ 10 9 5			
♥J864
♦ J 10 9 3			
♦K64
♣ J 8 7			
♣532
		
♠Q2
		
♥A72
		
♦852
		
♣AKQ96

By Toine van Hoof

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Brink

Michielsen

Drijver

Cullin

Pass

1♠

Pass

2♣1

Pass

2♦2

Pass

2♥3

Pass

2♠4

Pass

2NT3

Pass

3♣5

Pass

3NT

All Pass
1. GF relay 2. no shortage 3. relay 4. 5-7 ZZ points
5. 5332, 11-13 HCP

It took South three relays to find out that
there were no other prospects so he signed
off in 3NT, hoping dummy would take care
of the diamonds.
Sjoert Brink led the ♦J (standard leads).
Cullin decided to play the ♦A from dummy
and noticed the encouraging ♦4 from East.
Declarer has seven top tricks. I expected
him to play for the ♣J to drop in one,
two or three rounds, an overall chance of
54,1%. Instead, Cullin played a spade to his
queen, won by West’s ace. In this trick Bas
Drijver confirmed that he liked the lead by
contributing the ♠6.
When Brink continued with the ♦10,
Cullin was in trouble. He was convinced
that East held the ♦K but he still had
to guess whether to cover with the ♦Q,
which would be winning if West had the
king or J109 bare and also the ♠K, or duck
and play East for Kxx.
After a few thrilling minutes he played the
♦7, a lucky guess as he stated in the chat.
The defense took another diamond trick
but West had no re-entry. Cullin drove out
the ♠K and had nine tricks.
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Marion Michielsen

One other pair played three 3NT from the
wrong side and not surprisingly as a result
of a (much shorter) relay sequence:
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Kotorowicz de Wijs

Araszkiewicz Muller

Pass

1♠

Pass

1NT1

Pass

2♠2

Pass

3NT

All Pass
1. GF relay 2. 5332 minimum

On the lead of the ♦J, Muller chose a different line by playing the ♦Q. Had it held, he
could have run the ♣10 to guard against
some opponent holding ♣J fifth. However,
East took the ♦K and continued diamonds.
Muller ducked, won the next diamond and
cashed three rounds of hearts. When that
yielded no useful information he played
the clubs from top and made nine tricks.

All other declarers had a fairly easy ride as
they played 3NT in the North hand. Most of
them made one or two overtricks.

Give me a hand
Since I cannot watch you all at once, I hope you will
tell me about brilliancies and disasters.
You can also tell me about highlights from your week
in quarantine (like going grocery shopping) or tell
me an interesting story about a player that not many
know.
Write me at clm@christina-bridge.com.
Christina Lund Madsen
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Results / Ranking
RR3

IMPs

VPs

Blass - Bussink

49-42

11.68-8.32

Donner - Gupta

56-47

12.12-7.88

Street - Gillis

86-15

19.85-0.15

Bridgescanner - De Botton

46-76

4.17-15.83

RR4

IMPs

VPs

Blass - Gupta

39-40

9.75-10.25

Bussink - Gillis

35-64

4.31-15.69

Donner - De Botton

47-76

4.31-15.69

Street - Bridgescanner

86-41

17.69-2.31

After Round 4

VPs

1. De Botton

63.80

Link to previous Alts & bulletins

2. Street

61.39

3. Gupta

48.77

Bulletins

4. Blass

40.72

5. Donner

34.94

6. Bridgescanner

26.48

7. Gillis

23.23

Follow us on Facebook

8. Bussink

20.67

Click the link

ALT Invitational V
De Botton and Street have initiated an
early attack to distance themselves
from the rest of the field, while our
newcomer teams are still fighting for
foothold at the end of the field.

Link to results

Alt Mixed results

Rules and regulations
The numbers 1 through 4 from the round robin will go to the
semifinals. In case of a tie in victory points:
1. the mutual result will decide
2. still equal: the most ’wins’ (BAM-ish) will decide.
3. after that: the team with the highest IMP score on a board will
go through
The winner of the round robin may choose its opponent between the teams placed 3 and 4. T
he captain will mail their choice to info@netbridge.online within an hour after the round robin is finished. If late, then matches will be: 1 versus 4 and 2 versus 3.
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Teams / Players / Nicknames
Team Blass
Jacek Pszczola
Josef Blass 		
Jacek Kalita 		
Michal Nowosadzki
Sjoert Brink 		
Bas Drijver 		
Team Gillis
Simon Gillis 		
Erik Saelensminde
Boye Brogeland
Espen Lindqvist
Christian Bakke
Tor Oyvind Grude

pikolo
bljosef
bridge24jk
bridge24mn
sjoertBr
BasDr

rayas78
skaal1
boye
stevieg
chrien
teg91

Team BridgeScanner
Andrei Arlovich
goblin2000
Erikas Vaikonis
bookie¬_It
Georgi Matushko
matushko
Konrad Araszkiewicz konrad80
Krzysztof Kotorowicz przedpelk
Mikhail Krasnoselskii coreman
Vytautas Vainikonis vainikonis
Wojciech Olanski
przedpielk
Team Bussink
Adam Grossack
Bart Bussink 		
Mikael Rimstedt
Ola Rimstedt 		
Zach Grossack

nevereast
bart3
mikaelrim
olarim
germs345

Team De Botton
Jason Hackett
Alexander Hydes
Janet de Botton
Arthur Malinowski
Thor Erik Hoftaniska
Thomas Charlsen

mutton
itsgrim2
capt Lulu
malisuper
kasper20
tcharlsen

Team Street
Nicolas L’Ecuyer
Paul Street 		
Ron Pachtman
Piotr Zatorski 		
Fred Pollack 		
Kamel Fergani
Zygmunt Marcinski

caucase
Boulevard1
ronpa
dzeronimo
Fredp
fergani
guppy2303

Team Donner
Gary Donner Gdonnersc1
Cecilia Rimstedt cillar
Sandra Rimstedt Sandria
Marion Michielsen Lady007
Per-Ola Cullin pocken
Eric Rodwell bumportant
Team Gupta
Bauke Muller 		
Simon de Wijs
Cedric Lorenzini
Huub Bertens
Thomas Bessis
Naren Gupta 		
Curtis Cheek 		

beukertje
sm1
pierced
H Bertens
malpaluche
nareng
curtis

How to kibitz the Alt Invitational on BBO
As in the previous editions of the Alt Invitational, we expect thousands of spectators on BBO. Even
though the Alt is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your favourites.
You simply search for your favorite player’s nickname and join his or her table.
If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Bas Drijver ’BasDr’, click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see him online, you
can click on him and take a seat at his table (assuming the tournament allows it). See you on BBO!
- 5 -

Man Overboard

By Mark Horton

On Monday evening I watched a National
Geographic documentary about RMS
Titanic, which as every Russian schoolboy
knows, sank on its maiden voyage after
hitting an iceberg.
On this deal from the match between
Bridgescanner and De Botton one pair
sank their own ship - and there was not an
iceberg in sight.
Board 5. Dealer North. NS Vul.

		
♠J8
		
♥97654
		
♦98753
		
♣ 10
♠ K Q 10 9 5			
♠76
♥ 10				
♥KQJ8
♦ A K			
♦ Q 10 2
♣ A J 8 5 3			
♣Q976
		
♠A432
		
♥A32
		
♦J64
		
♣K42
Open Room
WEST

NORTH

Hackett

Araszkiewicz Hydes

Kotorowicz

—

Pass

Pass

1♣*

1♠

Pass

1NT

Pass

3♣

Pass

3♥

Pass

3NT

All Pass

1♣

EAST

SOUTH

Polish Club

South led the ♦6 and declarer won with
dummy's ace and overtook the ♥10 with
the queen, South winning and retuning

the ♦4. Declarer won perforce in dummy
and played the ♣J, overtaking it with dummy's queen. South won and exited with a
club but declarer could win in dummy and
play a spade to the queen, soon claiming
10 tricks and +630.
Closed room
WEST

EAST

SOUTH

Matushko Hoftaniska

Krasnoselskiy

Charlsen

—

Pass

1NT*

Pass

2♥*

Pass

2♠

Pass

2NT

Pass

3♣*

Pass

3♦

Pass

3NT*

Pass

4♣

Pass

4♥*

Pass

4NT

Pass

5♦

Pass

5NT

All Pass

1NT
2♥
2NT
3♣
3NT
4♥
4NT
5♦

NORTH

9-11
Transfer
Transfer, 4+♣
Natural, 4♣
Natural
Cuebid
RKCB
0

East might have had the right cards for
slam, but his 3NT was a warning sign and
West's decision to carry on bidding was in
breach of Hamman's maxim - 'don't play
me for the perfect hand'.
South led the ♦4 and declarer won in
dummy and tried overtaking the ♥10.
South took that and played a second diamond and declarer could do no better than
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Mikhail Krasnoselskiy
Photo: WBF

try cashing the ♣A. Alas, the Rabbi was
elsewhere and he was soon one down for
a loss of 10 IMPs.

Click on the image below and
watch a promotion video for
bridge funded by the WBF and
Bridge: A MindSport for All

Having won the diamond lead, suppose
declarer tries the ♠K. If South wins and
plays a second diamond declarer wins
in dummy, cashes four spades and then
plays a heart. South can win, but is endplayed.
No doubt you have spotted that South
can avoid this grizzly fate by cashing the
♥A before playing a second diamond.
Amusing enough later on in this
match West held ♠Q 752 ♥ Q 10 ♦ 10 8
♣KQ842 and opened a 9-11 NT.
His partner, looking at ♠K J 8 ♥A K J 4 3
♦A J6 ♣A9 transferred to hearts and
then bid 3NT.
Hearts and Clubs were 3-3, so slam was
on in either suit.
De Botton won 76-46, 15.83-4.17.
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Bidding matters			
In Round 3 de Botton in 1st place took on
Bridescanner in 4th. This early board had
several points of interest:
Board 3. N / EW

♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

K5
T97
KQJ96
Q92

A6
AQ3
T752
AKJ3
W

♠
♥
♦
♣

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

Closed room
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Matushko

Hoftaniska

Krasnoselskiy

Charlsen

--

--

--

Pass

1♣*

Dbl

Pass

2♣*

Pass

3NT

All Pass

1♣

N

QJ73
KJ85
3
T864

T9842
642
A84
75

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Hackett

Araszkiewicz

Hydes

Olanski

--

--

--

Pass

1♦

Dbl

Pass

1♥

Pass
Pass
All Pass

1NT
2♦

Pass
Pass

2♣
3NT

Polish

East had a natural spade lead, giving
declarer the free finesse in that suit. After
a top club and four rounds of hearts he ran
the ♣T, and when it held he had ten tricks
and 10 IMPs to match.

Open room
WEST

By Martin Cantor

In response to his partner’s opening bid
East led the ♦4, won by the jack.
Jason Hackett now spent a good few
minutes deliberating on his continuation.
Eventually he continued a small diamond,
Hydes had no problem winning with the
ace and playing the 8 back for minus one.

So where are the points of interest? Mostly
in the bidding. Increasingly popular in
expert circles is to open all balanced hands
outside the NT range and no five card
major with 1♣, showing at least 2 cards
in the suit. This certainly has advantages,
especially when coupled with transfer
responses, one such benefit being that a
1♦ opener always promises an unbalanced
hand.
In the closed room however EW were
playing Polish Club, which at least in the
variant I play allows (or expects) you to
open 1♦ with the West hand. It seems not
in this EW’s variant, and it brought them
no advantage - any East who found a diamond lead on this auction would be asked
to return his copy of the hand records.
There was interest in the bidding in the
open room too. Firstly this: despite holding
a five card suit and an ace East passed,
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and this might have been the reason for
Hackett’s uncertainty about trick 2, since
he will not expect partner to hold any ace,
and particularly not the diamond ace after
the strong NT bidding by North.
East’s pass in the other room was more
correct, since bidding would show 7+ HCP.
But back to the open room auction.
Could NS have avoided the failing game
in favour of the making games in hearts
or clubs (reaching the making club slam is
too much to ask I think)?
They might have. Although neither 2♣
nor 2♦ were alerted, it seems probable
that they were Stayman. Having denied
four hearts with the 1NT bid, what would
2♥ instead of 2♦ by North have meant?
The hand he has, namely a good 3 card
heart holding in a not 4333 hand, seems a
likely meaning. 3♣ would probably show a
5-card suit so you can’t bid that and that is
why you won’t get to slam.

Thor Erik Hoftaniska
Photo: Peter Hasenson
Board 18. E / NS

♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

AJ9
QJ8
T976
T54

♠
♥
♦
♣

N
W

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

But might 3♦ have been another option
over 2♣, expressing doubt? South also had
the opportunity to express doubt perhaps,
by bidding 3♦ himself over 2♦; unless
Open room
that would have shown more stuff in the
WEST
NORTH
majors. The more I think about it, the more
Michielsen Hydes
I like 2♥ by North; with thanks to Peter
Lund for first suggesting it.
--Much later in the day I was able to get
back to see the tail end of Round 4 and I
spotted this one which also involved the
de Botton team, this time against Donner.

Q
T9632
K4
AJ932

T654
A
AQJ8
Q876

K8732
K754
532
K

EAST

SOUTH

Cullin

Hackett

Pass

1♣*

Pass

1♦*

1♠

Pass

2♠
Pass
All Pass

3♣
4♦

Pass
Pass

3♦
5♣

1♣: 2+
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1♦ : ♥

Sandra Rimstedt

Closed room
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Malinowski

S.Rimstedt

De Botton

Donner

--

--

Pass

1♦*

Pass

1♥

Pass

1♠

Pass

1NT

All Pass

1♦

2+

In the open room Marion Michielsen led a
trump and Hackett put the ace up to drop
the kingleton. He was now able to discard
dummy’s losing spade on a diamond and
cross ruff to make all thirteen tricks.
In the closed room de Botton led a spade to
partner’s ace and a heart was returned to
the stiff ace. four rounds of diamonds followed by the club queen to the ace, again
dropping the king, and now Donner could
do no more than cash the ♣J to make his
contract and concede the rest.

It’s hard to find fault with the closed room
bidding, but on the other hand one can
only be impressed by their opponents’
auction. Might they too have played 1NT
without the spade overcall? We can only
wonder.

Behind the Screens
Do you ever wonder who
ensures the event runs
smoothly, invites players
to the table and makes
sure results are up directly after the last table
finishes?
The answer is Anton
Osipov and Denis Dobrin
from Russia.
Denis is also an EBLdirector and our TD in the
ALT. Thanks to their excellent software we are able
to provide perfect scoring
of all matches. Spasibo!

Love or Hate Playing Bridge Online?
We want to hear your views
How has your life as a bridge player changed and what challenges do you face?
Please share your lockdown experiences of bridge by
emailing bamsa@stir.ac.uk
One off accounts or weekly/monthly diary entries
are welcomed by players of all ages from all countries - pros, teachers, club owners or service providers.
It doesn’t have to take long and will be of use for
understanding the short-term and longer term
impacts of the current situation for the bridge
community.
For more info see:
https://keepbridgealive.bridgecloud.com/about/
bridge-in-the-time-of-covid-19

”I’m busier now than I’ve ever
been in the real world.”
- Alex Hydes

Victim of the Day

by Christina Lund Madsen

Paul Street

Where do you come from, live and where
have you been in shelter during corona?
- I was born in South Africa, went to high
school in Ireland, and university in S.
Africa, Switzerland and the US. I have
been sheltering in sunny Florida and I
must say that has made it much easier. I
have been able to swim, go boating and
exercise without once violating the “social
distancing” standards.
Which is your favorite country?
- My favorite country is the one I am in
at the moment wherever that happens to
be. I love every country I have visited, and
I have had the great good fortune to visit
many of them. I have worked in over ten
different countries in Asia, Europe, Africa,
and both North and South America. I have
met amazing people in all of them, seen
amazing things and enjoyed almost every
minute.
What have you done differently during
corona?
- I acquired a new puppy at the end of
last year and I have used the time to train
Sophie. She is relentlessly playful and
happy and that has helped brighten our
mood in this sad and stressful time for the
whole world.

- I have been very happy with the Alt
events. I had the great luck to have Jan
van Cleef contact me early on in the process. He introduced me to Jan van de Hoek
and Don Freeland and collectively they
made it painless for me.
My thought was to create a forum for
Europeans and North Americans to play
in top level competition relying only on
individual integrity to keep the game fair.
I insisted on the morning / early afternoon format to facilitate the time difference. This was the only area where I met
any resistance. Some US players wanted
afternoon and evening which I thought
was unfair to the Europeans. It would
have been good to be able to include more
players from Asia, but the times do not
seem to work.
What your wife say about you to describe
you in three short sentences?
- Nothing in short sentences that is suitable for a family newsletter.
Do you have any tattoos we should know
about?
- Only my closest friends will ever know.
Which has been the toughest time of your
life?

- Easy question, I am a cancer survivor.
You took the first initiative to the Alt events. The time between my diagnosis and surWhat was the reason behind your idea and
gery and then the period of uncertainty
what do you think about them so far?
about whether it had all been removed.
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It was very tough on my family, but they
were amazing and never let me think they
had any doubt about the outcome. Years
later they told me how scared they really
were.
I remember to thank the wonderful surgeon and all the nurses and other support
staff in a meaningful way every year.
What is your biggest life goal that you have
not yet achieved?
- To have one of my ceramic pieces on
display in The Metropolitan Museum (the
Louvre would work too).

Paul Street

Who do you want to partner, kiss, kill
among Mikael Rimstedt, Simon de Wijs and
Boye Brogeland?

Alt Calendar

- Easy on the first one: Mikael Rimstedt.
He is a very good player, well-mannered
and a pleasure to play against. He also
has a great sense of humor, although
somewhat restrained.
As for kiss and kill, I have never wanted
to kill anyone, but faced with the choice
of having to kiss either Simon or Boye, I
might have to select the kill option.

May 25-29

ALT V

June 1-5		

ALT Mixed II

June 8-12		

ALT VI

Who from the Alt V should be the next
victim in the bulletin? What would you like
to know about this person?

8 top teams will particpate in

- Joseph Blass, the nicest person in bridge.
How did he first start playing bridge and
has he ever given it up for a period of time.

teams in the Major ALT.

June 22-26 Major ALT 			

End of season

the normal ALTs and up to 32
For more info, write
info@netbridge.online
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How to kibitz the Alt Mixed teams on BBO
As in the previous editions of the Alt Invitational, we expect thousands of spectators on BBO. Even
though the Alt is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your favourites.
You simply search for your favorite player’s nickname and join his or her table.
If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Bas Drijver ’BasDr’, click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see ham online, you
can click on him and take a seat at his table (assuming the tournament allows it). See you on BBO!

www.bid72.com / info@bid72.com

big 5
These are the 5 pillars of bid72, the premium app on bridge bidding.
Download bid72 from the App Store or Google Play and you are good to go.

1. Random hands www.bid72.com/random-boards/
✔ unilimited number of interesting boards, with and without competitive bidding
✔ ranking and rating
✔ fit for any system at any level
3 weeks free trial (no strings attached)
1 month USD 3.49 / 12 months USD 28.99

2. Topic boards www.bid72.com/topics/
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

a set of Topic boards is dedicated to a specific piece of bridge theory
each set contains appr. 100 boards ready to bid in-app
3 levels of themes: starter/club/expert
popular themes: Jacoby Transfers, Check-Back Stayman, Gazzilli
sheets with preferred methods designed by the world’s best players and teachers
1 Topic costs 100 Bid Points
1oo Bid Points USD 1.99/ 500 Bid Points USD 6.99/ 1000 Bid Points USD 12.99

3. Bidding contests www.bid72.com/bidding-contest/
✔ for bridgeclubs and communities
✔ each month 8 new boards in-app
✔ results and handrecords
free service for users with a bid72 account (even in trial)

4. Create your own boards www.bid72.com/create-and-upload-your-own-boards/
✔ create and upload your own boards to bid72
✔ for players, teachers and coaches to practice themed boards with partners and classes
check the link above for (low) costs

5. Basic education www.bid72.com/teachers/
✔
✔
✔
✔

sets of practice boards for starters
relevant powerpoints presentations
feedback to teachers
teachers follow their own rithm and plan
free service for students with bid72 account (even in trial)
discount for teachers on their bid72 account

