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Goodbye Mister Vugraph
Yesterday we received the shocking news that Roland Wald has suddenly passed away. His fellow
commentators and followers on Facebook were worried he had not been active in the past days.
Roland was if any the main character on BBO vugraph. For almost 20 years he has entertained bridge
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Tuesday May 26
14.00 EDT/20.00 CET
Blass - Gupta
Bussink - Gillis
Donner - De Botton
Street -Bridgescanner

Street vs. Blass
by Christina Lund Madsen
The first match was a reply of the final of
Alt IV. Street had a big lead for most of the
match, but at the end Blass came back to
win by 3 IMPs.

Bas Drijver

On this board Street-L'Ecuyer showed more
courage (or perhaps recklessness):
Board 15. S / NS

♠
♥
♦
♣

KJ3
KQJT74
942
9

♠
♥
♦
♣

QT2
983
QJT863
4
N
W

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

875
A5
AK5
AQT72

♠
♥
♦
♣

A964
62
7
KJ8653

At the other table Bas Drijver did not
consider his 5 points and slow diamonds
enough to make 3NT even without the
double.

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Kalita

L'Ecuyer

Nowosadzki Street

2♦*

2NT

3♥*

Dble

All pass

1NT
3NT

Paul Street plays and bids like a man who
is not afraid to lose.
He got the ♥K lead to the ace, and after
having cashed his six diamonds it took
him two seconds to finesse clubs for 9
tricks with the risk of going for 500 rather
than taking his safe down 1.

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Pachtmann

Drijver

Zatorski

Brink

2♦*

2NT

3♥*

Pass

4♦

All pass

1NT
3NT

Lead was a heart to ace, then A of
dimaonds and diamond to the ten.
Declarer took the successful club finesse,
but when he tried to cash the ace, ruffed,
he only had one entry to lead spades up
to the QT2, so down one and 13 IMPs for
Street.

- 2 -

Results / Ranking
RR1

IMPs

VPs

Blass - Street

47-44

10.75-9.25

Bridgescanner - Donner

59-46

12.95-7.05

De Botton - Bussink

93-51

17.36-2.64

Gillis - Gupta

31-76

2.31-17.69

RR2

IMPs

VPs

Blass - Donner

34-40

8.54-11.46

Street - Bussink

58-36

14.60-5.40

Bridgescanner - Gupta

33-46

7.05-12.95

De Botton - Gillis

63-39

14.92-5.08

After Round 2

VPs

1. De Botton

32.28

Link to previous Alts & bulletins

2. Gupta

30.64

3. Street

23.85

Bulletins

4. Bridgescanner

20.00

5. Blass

19.29

6. Donner

18.51

7. Bussink

8.04

Follow us on Facebook

8. Gillis

7.39

Click the link

ALT Invitational V
Day 1 of the Alt Invitational V generated many IMPs in all directions, some
more than other. Our two debutant
teams had a rough start, but let's see
how they fare today.

Link to results

Alt V results

Rules and regulations
The numbers 1 through 4 from the round robin will go to the
semifinals. In case of a tie in victory points:
1. the mutual result will decide
2. still equal: the most ’wins’ (BAM-ish) will decide.
3. after that: the team with the highest IMP score on a board will
go through
The winner of the round robin may choose its opponent between the teams placed 3 and 4. T
he captain will mail their choice to info@netbridge.online within an hour after the round robin is finished. If late, then matches will be: 1 versus 4 and 2 versus 3.
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Red Devils

By Mark Horton

The television companies are leaving no
stone unturned in an effort to provide
deprived sports fans with something
to keep them entertained. Yesterday
was a holiday in England and reruns of
famous football and cricket matches featured prominently. One was the 2009-10
Manchester derby between United and
City, which I originally watched in Toronto
with Master Point Press owner, Ray Lee.
It was played on a gloriously sunny afternoon and resulted in a thrilling victory for
the reds, Michael Owen scoring a dramatic
winner in extra time to make the score 4-3.
I wondered if the match between Gupta
and Gillis on the opening day of Alt V
could match that for excitement ?
Board 3. Dealer South. EW Vul.

Where did things go wrong for NS?
South must have though he was making
some kind of slam try by removing 3NT to
5♦, but North did not have enough information to advance. Maybe removing 3NT
to 4♦ would work better, allowing for a
possible exchange of cue-bids.

		
♠A7432
		
♥A9
		
♦K876
		
♣KQ
♠ 10 9 8 6			
♠KQ5
♥ J 8 3			
♥KQ76542
♦ A 5			
♦3
♣ 8 7 4 3			
♣ 10 6
		
♠J
		
♥ 10
		
♦ Q J 10 9 4 2
		
♣AJ952

Other table:

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Bertens

Brogeland

Cheek

Lindqvist

—

—

—

Pass

Pass

1♠

2♥

Dble*

Pass

3♦

Pass

3♥*

Pass

3NT

Pass

5♦

All Pass

Espen Lindqvist

WEST

NORTH

EAST

Gillis

Lorenzini

Saelensminde Bessis

—

—

—

Pass

Pass

1♠

2♥

3♦

3♥

4♥*

Pass

5♣*

Pass

6♦

All Pass

4♥

Cue-bid

SOUTH

5♣ Cue-bid

Bidding a direct 3♦ allowed North to
cue-bid in hearts and when South was able
to bid 5♣, North already knew enough to
take a shot at the slam and pick up 11 IMPs.
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Having just finished reading The
Mysterious Multi, my au pair wanted to
know why South had not opened 2NT to
show a weak hand with both minors.

Closed Room:

Board 6. Dealer East. EW Vul.

		
♠Q84
		
♥7
		
♦AK9876
		
♣AK4
♠ A J 10 2			
♠K93
♥ A J 10 2			
♥K8643
♦ 10 4 3			
♦J52
♣ Q 2			
♣ 10 7
		
♠765
		
♥Q95
		
♦Q
		
♣J98653

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Gillis

Lorenzini

Saelensminde Bessis

—

—

Pass

Pass

1♦

Pass

1♥

Pass

2♥

3♦

All Pass

East led the ♥3 and West won with the ten
and returned the ♥2. That allowed declarer
to ruff, play a diamond to the queen, a club
to the ace, draw trumps and cash the ♣AK
and see the queen drop for +170 and 6
IMPs.

Alt Calendar

Open Room
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Bertens

Brogeland

Cheek

Lindqvist

—

—

Pass

Pass

1♣*

1♦

Dble*

Pass

2♥

3♦

All Pass

May 25-29

ALT V

June 1-5		

ALT Mixed II

June 8-12		

ALT VI

June 22-26 Major ALT 			

Dble 4+♥
East led the ♥3 and West won with the ace
and switched to the ♠J. When that held, he
continued with the ♠2 and East won and
returned the ♠9. West won with the ace
and played his last spade. Declarer tried
ruffing with the ♦9, but East's ♦10 was the
setting trick.

End of season

8 top teams will particpate in
the normal ALTs and up to 32
teams in the Major ALT.
For more info, text
info@netbridge.online
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Ups and Downs			
For no reason in particular I decided to
watch Gillis v Gupta in Round 1. It turned
out to be a good choice. Even though Mark
Horton laid claim to a couple of early
boards, I still found more than enough to
write about. Starting with this:
Board 11. S / None

♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

9532
T98765
8
Q6

J874
AQ
KJ54
A93
N
W

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

Q6
432
T97
JT754

♠
♥
♦
♣

AKT
KJ
AQ632
K82

By Martin Cantor

towards dummy. North took his ace but
declarer still had two top spades and three
trumps to make ten tricks.
The open room saw a different auction
and a different contract.
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Gillis

Lorenzini

Saelensminde Bessis

—

—

—

Pass

Pass

1NT

Dbl

2♣*

Pass

Pass

3NT

All Pass

2♣ self-alerted as natural

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Bertens

Brogeland

Cheek

Lindqvist

—

—

—

Pass

Pass

1♦

Dbl

Pass

1♥

Pass

1NT

Pass

3♥

Pass

4♥

All Pass

The closed room auction led to a fairly
normal contract. Bertens finessed the diamond lead, ruffed a diamond and played a
club up, a nice little Morton’s Fork. When
Brogeland ducked this the king won, and
the losing club went away on the ♦A.
Another diamond was ruffed for a trump

The ♣5 was led to the queen and ace, and
North switched to the ♠7 taken by the ace.
Declarer decided to play on diamonds, leading a small one from hand, won by South
who continued with the spade queen to
the king. Ace and another diamond put
North on lead, his club was ducked and
he cashed his ♦K and ♠J to exit his last
club and wait for his two heart tricks. Four
down and 12 IMPs.
Elsewhere on this board:
Fergani-Pollack bid and made 4♥ for
Street while Pepsi-Blass languished in
2♥+3; Bussink-A.Grossack played 3♦-3
by E, while for de Botton Hackett-Hydes
had 2♥+3. C. Rimstedt-Michielsen scored
4♥ for Donner, while Bridgescanner’s
Matushko-Krasnoselskiy went four down
in 4♠ (yes, 4♠, after East passed the 1NT
opener and West backed in with 2♥
showing both majors).
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Cedric Lorenzini

Before we leave this deal it’s worth a quick
look at the possible fate of 2♣X. Of course
whether Gillis would have let it play is
a moot point, but then it’s a moot point
whether he shouldn’t have pulled 3NT
to 4♥. Played by North 2♣ is likely to go
two off for -300, whereas played by South,
assuming the singleton diamond lead, it’s
3 off for -500. Which argues for a system
where your rescue from 1NT gets the no
trump opener to be declarer.
Board 14 E / None

♠
♥
♦
♣

5
A8654
QT4
AT 6 5

♠
♥
♦
♣

3
T
J98653
87432
N
W

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

864
KQJ73
K72
KJ

Board 18. E / NS
♠
♥
♦
♣

AKQJT972
92
A
Q9
♠
♥
♦
♣

Seven of the eight tables played the
small slam in spades, and while it’s not a
great slam single dummy, it will always
have some real (or even pseudo) squeeze
chances with that 8 card suit to run. With
everything of value in the South hand
everyone made 12 or 13 tricks, the only
losers being Bertens-Cheek whose 1♠ 1NT - 4♠ left something in reserve.
Huub Bertens displayed better - or perhaps
luckier - declarer technique than his counterpart Christian Bakke on this board:

AJT982
4
J9654
8 		

♠
♥
♦
♣

K64
J2
Q72
AKT95
N
W

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

7
9863
AT 8
J7643

♠
♥
♦
♣

Q53
AKQT75
K3
Q2

Both played in 4♠ from the West hand
on the lead of the two top clubs, ruffed.
Bakke crossed to a top heart to finesse the
♠J, which Lorenzini ducked. Declarer now
tried a diamond to the king which Bessis
took to play another club despite the ruff
sluff. Declarer pursued his plan of setting
up diamonds, ruffing the club in hand and
pitching dummy’s last diamond. He ruffed
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a diamond, but when he tried to cash
two more hearts, North could trump the
second and exit his ♠K, leaving declarer
with the ♦J to North’s queen.

Naturally South led a top spade so the
defence lost the chance of a second undertrick from a club ruff. 100 did not rate to
score very well if NS in the other room
were allowed to play in the cold 4♠. As it
happens it scored even less well than that
when events took a most unexpected turn.

Bertens chose a line that would score
heart tricks. At trick 3 he led the ♠J from
hand, and when Brogeland ducked this
(winning is no better) he simply cashed
the ace of trumps and led hearts. North
ruffed as soon as he could of course, and
played a diamond, but Bertens got this
right by ducking in dummy to make his
contract.

Board 24. W / None

♠
♥
♦
♣

7
AT 4 3 2
J732
852

A9543
J975
T6
A3
N
W

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

KQJT862
K8
Q
KT7

♠
♥
♦
♣

—
Q6
AK9854
QJ964

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Bertens

Brogeland

Cheek

Lindqvist

Pass

Pass

1♦

1♠

Dbl

2NT*

3♣

4♠

5♦

Dble

All Pass

2NT 4+♠ invite+

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Bakke

Lorenzini

Grude

Bessis

2♥*

Pass

3♣*

3♠

Pass

4♥

4NT*

6♠

All Pass

And finally, to end the match with a bang:

♠
♥
♦
♣

WEST

2♥ self-alerted as 5♥, 5-10 but…
3♣ self-alerted as pass/correct (therefore presumably taking 2♥ as ♥ and minor)
4NT minors

Quite what prompted Bessis to jump to
slam with an aceless hand we will probably never know. But, as they say, it’s
better to be lucky than to be good.
The lead of the heart ace was followed by
a small one which kindly set up dummy’s
jack for a discard of the losing diamond.
+980 gained 13 IMPs where -50 or -100
would have lost 4 or 5.
I wonder whether Grude might have
dropped the heart queen under the opening lead, denying the king, and suit preference for diamonds - with the jack on view
in dummy it was not likely to be misinterpreted.
Gupta ended with a convincing victory
76-31 or 17.69-2.31 in real money.
Shortly after the match ended I learned
of Roland Wald’s death. Let me add my
sorrow to that of the whole bridge world
at the loss of a gracious, generous, wise
and modest man.
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THE NEW ONLINE
MAGAZINE
FOR BRIDGE
ADDICTS
WHAT'S NEXT?
The second issue of BeBRIDGE is a blockbuster, with feature length
articles on the impact of COVID-19 and the affinity between Chess
and Bridge. We take a trip to the island of Madeira, home of one of the
great bridge Festivals, and enjoy the latest monastic tale from the
master story-teller, David Bird. Alain Lévy shows you how to improve
your opening leads and Philippe Cronier starts a new series.

WANT TO SUBSCRIBE?
It couldn't be simpler, go on:

https://us.lebridgeur.com
You can also subscribe by phone at +33 (0)1 42 96 87 34
or by email at abonnement@lebridgeur.com
Once you subscribe to BeBRIDGE, you will be able to access and download
your magazine anytime on your computer and tablet.

Roland Wald
In Memoriam

by Christina Lund Madsen

Late last night we received the heartbreaking message that Roland Wald has
unexpectantly died in his home.
Roland was known throughout the bridge
world as a commentator on BBO. Since
the very beginning of BBO he has entertained thousands, perhaps even millions
of people. His analysis might not always
have been bulletproof, but he had much
knowledge of the players and his humour
and wit brought joy to many.
What people might not be aware of is that
the thousands of hours Roland spent coordinating commentators and entertaining
us was for his and our pleasure. He never
got paid to do it; he did it because of his
love for bridge. He told me BBO gave him a
new computer for his loyal services some
years back that he still had.
I talked to Roland only a few days before
his death. I was planning to write about
him in the bulletin because he was a
faithful commentator of the Alt events
and also posted highlights on Facebook.
I never imagined he would be gone before
we had a chance to give him the credit he
so much deserved.
It says a lot about Roland's dedication that
many of his commentator friends were
worried about him because he had not
been online ever faithfully commenting in
the past days.

Roland was Jewish and has lived in Israel.
In his own words he rarely went to synagogue and far from followed all regulations. But he was proud of his heritage.
Hebrew is one of the six languages he
spoke fluently.
He became a journalist in 1973 and
worked for several Danish newspapers
and also contributed with articles for the
Danish Bridge Magazine.
Despite being a proud journalist, his
passion for bridge took over in 1989,
when he started a bridge center north of
Copenhagen, and that was his main occupation until he sold it about ten years ago.
"Journalism can lead to anything as long
as you quit in time," he told me with a
smile.
At the time of his death he lived in what
he described as a lovely apartment north
of Copenhagen. He had several students
on BBO and had the liberty to do as he
wished. He travelled a lot, especially to
England, Israel and South Africa.
Roland was divorced and had two grown
up sons and two grand children. When we
talked last, he spoke proudly about his son
Daniel (38) who is vice president in
Denmark's largest bank and his younger
son Jonathan (35) who is a police commisioner.
"You are happy, when your children fare
well," he wrote me.
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He sent me a picture of his son Daniel
with his two twin grandchildren, August
and Hannah, and in classic Roland-style
tried to hook me up with his youngest son.
"How about my son Jonathan? He is good
looking and fit and only has time for his
career within the police. But he might
not be interested in an old woman like
you. Plus he might prefer to find his own
women. ☺"
The last thing he wrote me was
"I will talk to you later when you
announce you are going on a date with
Jonathan."

Roland won his last Danish Championship
- the senior teams - in 2016.

And then he sent me a joke I will share
with you, because that would be in
Roland's spirit:

"And where did you learn that, Simon?"
asked the curious teacher.

Facts about Jesus
A Sunday School teacher of pre-schoolers
told her students that she wanted each of
them to have learned one fact about Jesus
by the next Sunday. The following week she
asked each child in turn what he or she had
learned.
Susie: "He was born in a manger."
Bobby: "He threw the money changers out
of the temple."
Little Simon: "He has a red Volkswagen
Tiguan, but he doesn't know how to drive
it."

"From my dad. Yesterday we were driving down the motorway, when this red
Volkswagen pulled out in front of us. Daddy
yelled at him: Jesus Christ! Why don't you
learn how to drive?"
Thousands of people in the bridge world
will miss Roland's jokes and mourn his
passing.
On behalf of the Alt we would like to
request that tonight all players wait one
minute before they begin play. It is our
way of paying him one moment's silence.
We hope they have cokes and cards ready
for you in Heaven, Roland.

- 11 -

Teams / Players / Nicknames
Team Blass
Jacek Pszczola
Josef Blass 		
Jacek Kalita 		
Michal Nowosadzki
Sjoert Brink 		
Bas Drijver 		
Team Gillis
Simon Gillis 		
Erik Saelensminde
Boye Brogeland
Espen Lindqvist
Christian Bakke
Tor Oyvind Grude

pikolo
bljosef
bridge24jk
bridge24mn
sjoertBr
BasDr

rayas78
skaal1
boye
stevieg
chrien
teg91

Team BridgeScanner
Andrei Arlovich
goblin2000
Erikas Vaikonis
bookie¬_It
Georgi Matushko
matushko
Konrad Araszkiewicz konrad80
Krzysztof Kotorowicz przedpelk
Mikhail Krasnoselskii coreman
Vytautas Vainikonis vainikonis
Wojciech Olanski
przedpielk
Team Bussink
Adam Grossack
Bart Bussink 		
Mikael Rimstedt
Ola Rimstedt 		
Zach Grossack

Team De Botton
Jason Hackett
Alexander Hydes
Janet de Botton
Arthur Malinowski
Thor Erik Hoftaniska
Thomas Charlsen

mutton
itsgrim
capt Lulu
malisuper
kasper20
tcharlsen

Team Street
Nicolas L’Ecuyer
Paul Street 		
Ron Pachtman
Piotr Zatorski 		
Fred Pollack 		
Kamel Fergani
Zygmunt Marcinski

caucase
Boulevard1
ronpa
dzeronimo
Fredp
fergani
guppy2303

Team Donner
Gary Donner Gdonnersc1
Cecilia Rimstedt cillar
Sandra Rimstedt Sandria
Marion Michielsen Lady007
Per-Ola Cullin pocken
Eric Rodwell bumportant
Team Gupta
Bauke Muller 		
Simon de Wijs
Cedric Lorenzini
Huub Bertens
Thomas Bessis
Naren Gupta 		
Curtis Cheek 		

nevereast
bart3
mikaelrim
olarim
germs345

beukertje
sm1
pierced
H Bertens
malpaluche
nareng
curtis

How to kibitz the Alt Invitational on BBO
As in the previous editions of the Alt Invitational, we expect thousands of spectators on BBO. Even
though the Alt is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your favourites.
You simply search for your favorite player’s nickname and join his or her table.
If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Bas Drijver ’BasDr’, click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see him online, you
can click on him and take a seat at his table (assuming the tournament allows it). See you on BBO!
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Love or Hate Playing Bridge Online?
We want to hear your views
How has your life as a bridge player changed and what challenges do you face?
Please share your lockdown experiences of bridge by
emailing bamsa@stir.ac.uk
One off accounts or weekly/monthly diary entries
are welcomed by players of all ages from all countries - pros, teachers, club owners or service providers.
It doesn’t have to take long and will be of use for
understanding the short-term and longer term
impacts of the current situation for the bridge
community.
For more info see:
https://keepbridgealive.bridgecloud.com/about/
bridge-in-the-time-of-covid-19

”I’m busier now than I’ve ever
been in the real world.”
- Alex Hydes

How to kibitz the Alt Mixed teams on BBO
As in the previous editions of the Alt Invitational, we expect thousands of spectators on BBO. Even
though the Alt is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your favourites.
You simply search for your favorite player’s nickname and join his or her table.
If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Bas Drijver ’BasDr’, click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see ham online, you
can click on him and take a seat at his table (assuming the tournament allows it). See you on BBO!

www.bid72.com / info@bid72.com

big 5
These are the 5 pillars of bid72, the premium app on bridge bidding.
Download bid72 from the App Store or Google Play and you are good to go.

1. Random hands www.bid72.com/random-boards/
✔ unilimited number of interesting boards, with and without competitive bidding
✔ ranking and rating
✔ fit for any system at any level
3 weeks free trial (no strings attached)
1 month USD 3.49 / 12 months USD 28.99

2. Topic boards www.bid72.com/topics/
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

a set of Topic boards is dedicated to a specific piece of bridge theory
each set contains appr. 100 boards ready to bid in-app
3 levels of themes: starter/club/expert
popular themes: Jacoby Transfers, Check-Back Stayman, Gazzilli
sheets with preferred methods designed by the world’s best players and teachers
1 Topic costs 100 Bid Points
1oo Bid Points USD 1.99/ 500 Bid Points USD 6.99/ 1000 Bid Points USD 12.99

3. Bidding contests www.bid72.com/bidding-contest/
✔ for bridgeclubs and communities
✔ each month 8 new boards in-app
✔ results and handrecords
free service for users with a bid72 account (even in trial)

4. Create your own boards www.bid72.com/create-and-upload-your-own-boards/
✔ create and upload your own boards to bid72
✔ for players, teachers and coaches to practice themed boards with partners and classes
check the link above for (low) costs

5. Basic education www.bid72.com/teachers/
✔
✔
✔
✔

sets of practice boards for starters
relevant powerpoints presentations
feedback to teachers
teachers follow their own rithm and plan
free service for students with bid72 account (even in trial)
discount for teachers on their bid72 account

