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Welcome to the Alt V
While the rest of the world is slowly coming back to life, bridge players still live much of their life on-
line. Last week we had the first edition of the Alt Mixed teams, an entertaining and thrilling event. 

This week we have the fifth edition of the Alt Invitational teams. We are happy to welcom new and 
familiar faces.

And we have some big news: June 22-26 we will have the Major Alt Invitational teams to end the sea-
son before the summer. Up to 32 teams will be able to enter the Alt, playing swiss instead of round 
robin with the top 8 qualifying for the knockouts. Read more about the Major Alt in an upcoming issue 
of the bulletin.

Today we hope for excitement from the first board; in the first match we have a replay of the last Alt 
final, when Street will try to avenge their loss to Blass in the final. Tune in to BBO!

Today’s Schedule Round 1 & 2
Monday May 25  Monday May 25
10.00 EDT/16.00 CET  14.00 EDT/20.00 CET

Blass - Street    Blass - Donner
Bridgescanner - Donner Street - Bussink
De Botton - Bussink  Bridgescanner-Gupta
Gillis - Gupta   De Botton - Gillis
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Important Notice 
All players should enter BBO 10
minutes before their match starts at
the latest. Tournament director Denis 
Dobrin is waiting for you and will
instruct you where to sit.

http://bridge24.pl
http://www.netbridge.online/
http://bid72.com/
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In all editions of the Alt Invitational Teams 
we have new participants. Allow me to in-
troduce the new teams of the Alt V.

Team Bussink: The Grossacks and the Rim-
stedts brothers are the superstars of their 
generation. Despite their eternal battles at 
the bridgetable, in armwrestling (and over 
girls) they love to team up in what is gu-
aranteed to be action-packed bridge with 
red and blue cards all over the table (in this 
case we have to settle for the screen). 
My favourite Rimsack moment was when 
the brothers split up for a pair event at the 
US Nationals, so a Rimstedt played with a 
Grossack. 
In a world class field their internal compe-
tition drove the two brothers to finish first 
and second in the event. 
Luckily for all, Zach Groassack and Mikael 
Rimstedt finished first, since their bigger 
egos would have suffered more damage 
than their more modest brothers, had they 
been second. 
Captain of the team is Bart Bussink. He 
has lives in the US since he was a child, but 
since he is born in the Netherlands, in this 
event we consider him Dutch (which is why 
the Swedish/American team has a Dutch 
flag in the results page).
Part of the reason is also that one of the or-
ganizers behind the scenes wanted a Dutch 
flag, and he lost his own. We mention no 
names, but his anagram name is Bjorn Stri-
ke. 

Our other new team is Gillis. Though Gil-
lis is Scottish, he has the same thing for 
Norwegians as I do for Dutchmen. So we 
have picked the flag of his heart. 

Introducing Alt V By Christina Lund Madsen

Playing with Gillis are five of his favourite 
Norwegians, including Sheriff Boye Bro-
geland. I predict the team will do well, but 
their opponents will boring to watch since 
they will be afraid to take any anti-percen-
tage actions in respect of the man with the 
star in his heart.

A heartfelt welcome to all teams, new as 
familiar.

Follow all results via our excellent tour-
nament software from Bridgeresults.org. 
You can see every bid and every card played 
from all tables. A luxury we cannot enjoy in 
live bridge and one of the perks of having 
online events. Enjoy!

Alt V results

Simon GillisSimon Gillis
Photo: Peter HasensonPhoto: Peter Hasenson

http://bridgeresults.org/o/2020_alt_v/2020_alt_vr.asp
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Teams / Players / Nicknames

Team Blass
Jacek Pszczola  pikolo
Josef Blass   bljosef
Jacek Kalita   bridge24jk
Michal Nowosadzki  bridge24mn
Sjoert Brink   sjoertBr
Bas Drijver   BasDr

Team Gillis
Simon Gillis    rayas78
Erik Saelensminde   skaal1
Boye  Brogeland  boye
Espen Lindqvist  stevieg
Christian Bakke  chrien
Tor Oyvind Grude  teg91

Team BridgeScanner
Andrei Arlovich   goblin2000
Erikas Vaikonis    bookie¬_It
Georgi Matushko   matushko
Konrad Araszkiewicz konrad80
Krzysztof Kotorowicz przedpelk
Mikhail Krasnoselskii coreman
Vytautas Vainikonis   vainikonis
Wojciech Olanski   przedpielk

Team Bussink
Adam Grossack     nevereast
Bart Bussink    bart3
Mikael Rimstedt   mikaelrim
Ola Rimstedt    olarim
Zach Grossack   germs345

Team De Botton
Jason Hackett  mutton
Alexander Hydes  itsgrim
Janet de Botton  capt Lulu
Arthur Malinowski  malisuper
Thor Erik Hoftaniska  kasper20
Thomas Charlsen  tcharlsen

Team Street
Nicolas L’Ecuyer  caucase
Paul Street   Boulevard1
Ron Pachtman  ronpa
Piotr Zatorski   dzeronimo
Fred Pollack   Fredp
Kamel Fergani  fergani
Zygmunt Marcinski  guppy2303

Team Donner
Gary Donner Gdonnersc1
Cecilia Rimstedt cillar
Sandra Rimstedt Sandria
Marion Michielsen Lady007
Per-Ola Cullin pocken
Eric Rodwell  bumportant 

Team Gupta
Bauke Muller    beukertje
Simon de Wijs  sm1
Cedric Lorenzini   pierced
Huub Bertens   H Bertens
Thomas Bessis   malpaluche
Naren Gupta    nareng
Curtis Cheek    curtis

How to kibitz the Alt Invitational on BBO
As in the previous editions of the Alt Invitational, we expect thousands of spectators on BBO. Even 
though the Alt is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your favourites.   
You simply search for your favorite player’s nickname and join his or her table. 

If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Bas Dri-
jver ’BasDr’, click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see him online, you 
can click on him and take a seat at his table (assuming the tournament allows it). See you on BBO! 
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The Hidden Menaces 

While adding some chapters to book I am 
currently working on, I spotted this deal 
from the Alt IV, on which NS had the oppor-
tunity to bid a reasonable slam:

Board 10. Dealer East. All Vul.

  ♠ J 4
  ♥ 10 9 5
  ♦ A K 7 6 5
  ♣ A 7 6
♠ Q 10 9 7 2   ♠ K
♥ J 6 2    ♥ Q 7 4 3
♦ J 8 4    ♦ 9 3
♣ J 9    ♣ 10 8 5 4 3
  ♠ A 8 6 5 3
  ♥ A K 8
  ♦ Q 10 2
  ♣ K Q

In the Closed Room NS had collected +630 
in 3NT.

Open Room

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Meckstroth Drijver Bessis Brink

— — Pass 1♠
Pass 2♣* Pass 2NT*
Pass 3♣* Pass 3♦*

Pass 3♥* Pass 3NT*

Pass 4♦ Pass 4♥

Pass 4NT* Pass 5♠*

Pass 6♦ All Pass

2♣ Game forcing, asking
2NT 14+, no second suit
3♣ Relay
3♦ Short clubs
3♥ Relay
3NT 5332, usually 17-18
4NT RKCB
5♠ 2 key cards +♦Q and good hand

6♦ by North would have little chance on 
this layout, as Antonio Palma found out 
when Alex Hydes led the ♥4. Played by 
South declarer has a chance as long as West 
does not lead a minor suit - hard luck for 
Bauke Muller who was treated to a trump 
lead by Per-Ola Cullin.

Here West led the ♥2 and the commenta-
tors observed that the contract could be 
made by squeezing West, but felt that de-
clarer was unlikely to play that way. 

Declarer put up dummy's ten, took East's 
queen with the ace, cashed the ♦Q and 
played a diamond to the ace. The ♠J was 
covered by the king and ace and declarer 
drew the outstanding trump and played a 
spade, ready to claim if both defenders fol-
lowed - he would be able to establish a long 
spade to take care of a losing heart even if 
the suit was divided 4-2. When East discar-
ded, declarer still had the heart finesse in 
reserve, but when that lost to the jack he 
had to admit defeat.

That's a very good line, but had declarer 
missed a trick?

Suppose after cashing the ♦Q declarer plays 
a spade and contributes dummy's four? 

By Mark Horton



East wins with the king and will surely 
return a heart. Declarer wins, and plays a 
second trump. That brings declarer to the 
point where a decision must be made. If 
spades are 4-2 (or 3-3) then drawing the last 
trump and playing on that suit works. 

However, declarer now has some additional 
information. West's heart lead indicates 
he has an honour in the suit. East's play in 
spades, applying the principle of restricted 
choice, suggests he does not have the ♠Q. If 
declarer thinks the spades are 4-2 and West 
has the length, then the winning line is to 
unblock the ♣KQ, draw the last trump, and 
cash two more trumps to reach this positi-
on:

  ♠ J
  ♥ 9
  ♦ —
  ♣ A
♠ Q 1 0    ♠ —
♥ J     ♥ 7 4
♦ —     ♦ —
♣ —     ♣ 1 0
  ♠ A 8
  ♥ 8
  ♦ —
  ♣ —

When the ♣A is cashed declarer throws his 
last heart and West must resign. If you are 
confident West has four spades and the ♥J, 
then the squeeze is sure to work.

You have to take into account that East 
would be capable of playing the ♠K from 
♠KQ10 (x) - but then you would be the first 
to congratulate him.
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  Click on the image below and 
watch a promotion video for 

bridge funded by the WBF and 
Bridge: A MindSport for All 

Sjoert BrinkSjoert Brink

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SIKfWioojWQ


Love or Hate Playing Bridge Online? 
We want to hear your views

How has your life as a bridge player changed and what challenges do you face?

Please share your lockdown experiences of bridge by 
emailing bamsa@stir.ac.uk

One off accounts or weekly/monthly diary entries 
are welcomed by players of all ages from all countri-
es - pros, teachers, club owners or service providers.

It doesn’t have to take long and will be of use for 
understanding the short-term and longer term 
impacts of the current situation for the bridge 
community. 

For more info see:
https://keepbridgealive.bridgecloud.com/about/
bridge-in-the-time-of-covid-19

”I’m busier now than I’ve ever 
been in the real world.”

- Alex Hydes

https://keepbridgealive.bridgecloud.com/about/bridge-in-the-time-of-covid-19
https://keepbridgealive.bridgecloud.com/about/bridge-in-the-time-of-covid-19


The second issue of BeBRIDGE is a blockbuster, with feature length
articles on the impact of COVID-19 and the affinity between Chess

and Bridge. We take a trip to the island of Madeira, home of one of the
great bridge Festivals, and enjoy the latest monastic tale from the

master story-teller, David Bird. Alain Lévy shows you how to improve
your opening leads and Philippe Cronier starts a new series.

It couldn't be simpler, go on: 
https://us.lebridgeur.com

 

You can also subscribe by phone at +33 (0)1 42 96 87 34 
or by email at abonnement@lebridgeur.com

 

Once you subscribe to BeBRIDGE, you will be able to access and download
your magazine anytime on your computer and tablet.

THE NEW ONLINE

MAGAZINE 

FOR BRIDGE

ADDICTS 

WANT TO SUBSCRIBE?

WHAT'S NEXT?



How to kibitz the Alt Invitational on BBO
As in the previous editions of the Alt Invitational, we expect thousands of spectators on BBO. Even 
though the Alt is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your favourites.   
You simply search for your favorite player’s nickname and join his or her table. 

If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Bas Dri-
jver ’BasDr’, click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see ham online, you 
can click on him and take a seat at his table (assuming the tournament allows it). See you on BBO! 



1. Random hands www.bid72.com/random-boards/

✔ unilimited number of interesting boards, with and without competitive bidding
✔ ranking and rating
✔ fit for any system at any level

3 weeks free trial (no strings attached)

1 month USD 3.49 / 12 months USD 28.99

2. Topic boards www.bid72.com/topics/

✔ a set of Topic boards is dedicated to a specific piece of bridge theory
✔ each set contains appr. 100 boards ready to bid in-app
✔ 3 levels of themes: starter/club/expert
✔ popular themes: Jacoby Transfers, Check-Back Stayman, Gazzilli
✔ sheets with preferred methods designed by the world’s best players and teachers

1 Topic costs 100 Bid Points 

1oo Bid Points USD 1.99/ 500 Bid Points USD 6.99/ 1000 Bid Points USD 12.99

3. Bidding contests www.bid72.com/bidding-contest/

✔ for bridgeclubs and communities
✔ each month 8 new boards in-app
✔ results and handrecords

free service for users with a bid72 account (even in trial)

4. Create your own boards www.bid72.com/create-and-upload-your-own-boards/

✔ create and upload your own boards to bid72
✔ for players, teachers and coaches to practice themed boards with partners and classes

check the link above for (low) costs

5. Basic education www.bid72.com/teachers/

✔ sets of practice boards for starters
✔ relevant powerpoints presentations
✔ feedback to teachers
✔ teachers follow their own rithm and plan

free service for students with bid72 account (even in trial)

discount for teachers on their bid72 account

www.bid72.com / info@bid72.com

big 5
These are the 5 pillars of bid72, the premium app on bridge bidding. 
Download bid72 from the App Store or Google Play and you are good to go.

http://bid72.com

