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Massacre before midnight
Thus far the Alt Mixed Teams has been a close affair, where most matches had no clear favourites. The
semifinals appeared equally unpredictable. And they were, but not the way we imagined.
The ever so well performing French Mangoes got decapitated and were down 94-0 at the halfway
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mark after 12 boards. To their credit they kept fighting
and picked up 25 IMPs in the second half.
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A Feast of IMPs
by Christina Lund Madsen
I (and I doubt anybody else) have never
seen so many IMPs exchanged as in the
first 8 boards of Meltzer vs. Mangoes.
90-0. Ninety to zero.
We don't have enough paper to describe all
boards, so I have picked my favourite.
Board 4. W / All

♠
♥
♦
♣

AQ8
T
KQ74
QJT85

♠
♥
♦
♣

JT973
AJ9
J53
73
N
W

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

5
Q76543
A962
K6

♠
♥
♦
♣

K642
K82
T8
A942

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Baroni

Demirev

Bessis

Meltzer

1♣

Pass

1♠

2♠

Pass

3♣

Pass

3♦

Pass

3♠

4♠

Dble

All pass

Pass
Pass

The contract went down 2 for -500 for
Mangoes. Meanwhile in the other room:
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Bompis

Franceschetti

Willard

Setton

1♣

Pass

1♠

2♣

Pass

3♣

Pass

3♠

Pass

5♣

Pass
All pass

After a very french auction, Marc Bompis
was in 5♣. Everyone can see it is down one
off the top, perhaps down 2 after a spade
lead if declarer takes the normal finesse,
and in this auction no doubles warned of a
bad split. Alors...
North led the ♠J, won with the ace, and
West as predicted took the losing club
finesse. South cashed the ace of diamonds,
but despite her partner's discouraging 3,
she continued the suit rather than play a
heart, perhaps not believing her partner
held the ace.
You do not give Marc Bompis such an
opportunity unpunished.
He won the diamond, ruffed another diamond with the ♣A, played all his trumps
and the ♦K, and North was squeezes in the
majors. Voila!
In Donner vs. Meltzer Michielsen-Cullin
doubled Kazmucha-Filipowicz in 4♠, and
when they ran, in 5♣ down 2 for -500.
Declarer could have escaped for one down
by refraining from the club finess but
understandably tried to make her contract.
At the other table Sandra Rimstedt and
Gary Donner let Sakr-Pepsi play in 3♥ for
down one and won 12 IMPs.
In the semifinals, after 12 boards (halfway)
the director comes to the table and tells
the players the score.
TD Dobrin: "After 12 boards: Mangoes 6,1 Meltzer 94 IMPs."
Baroni: "Oh, we scored 6?"
Bessis: "Non, c'était le carry over lol."
Mangoes and Donner put on a show
thoughout the event and we thank them
for the entertainment.
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Results / Ranking
RR7

IMPs

VPs

Mangoes - Cole

51-51

10.00-10.00

Donner - Pepsi

53-65

7.02-12.98

Ferm - Meltzer

41-54

6.80-13.20

Gupta - Koeppel

44-32

12.98-7.02

Semifinals

C/O

IMPs

Pepsi

10.1

96.1

Donner
Mangoes

ALT Invitational V
Today is our last day of play, but the
Alt Invitational teams begin already
on Monday May 25th, so next week's
entertainment is secured, should the
spring weather fail or the corona keep
us indoors.

43

6.1

Meltzer

40.1
103

Link to results

Alt Mixed results

After Round 7

VPs

1. PEPSI

90.92

Link to previous Alts & bulletins

2. MANGOES

88.13

3. MELTZER

87.67

Bulletins

4. DONNER

76.51

5. FERM

67.93

6. KOEPPEL

57.87

7. GUPTA

57.35

Follow us on Facebook

8. COLE

33.62

Click the link

Rules and regulations
The numbers 1 through 4 from the round robin will go to the
semifinals. In case of a tie in victory points:
1. the mutual result will decide
2. still equal: the most ’wins’ (BAM-ish) will decide.
3. after that: the team with the highest IMP score on a board will
go through
The winner of the round robin may choose its opponent between the teams placed 3 and 4. T
he captain will mail their choice to info@netbridge.online within an hour after the round robin is finished. If late, then matches will be: 1 versus 4 and 2 versus 3.
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Alchemy

By Mark Horton

I have always thought that alchemy was
the concept of turning base metals into
gold, but I recently discovered that it had
all manner of objectives, including the
development of an elixir of immortality
and a panacea able to cure any disease,
either of which would come in handy at
the moment.
Looking for a modern equivalent, I wondered if the Alpha Zero team currently
attempting to create the perfect AI bridge
player might qualify. I wonder how it
would have coped with this deal:

Danuta Kazmucha

Board 4. Dealer West. All Vul.

		
♠83
		
♥K9764
		
♣AQJ7
		
♣75
♠ A 6 5 2			
♠ K Q J 10 9 7 4
♥ Q 8 3			
♥A
♦ K 9 8 4			
♦—
♣ A 2			
♣QJ643
		
♠—
		
♥ J 10 5 2
		
♣ 10 6 5 3 2
		
♣ K 10 9 8

Plenty of science here - a transfer response
showing spades and then some new
fangled 4NT bid. It hints of Byzantine, but
whatever the detailed responses it saw EW
reach a sensible contract. Declarer did not
take a club finesse, so +1430.

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Kazmucha

Dwyer

Filipowicz

Rimstedt

1♣*

1♥

2♥*

4♥

4♠

Pass

4NT*

Pass

6♣*

Pass

6♠

All Pass

1♣
2♥
4NT
6♣

Polish ♣
6+♠, weak or game forcing
Asking
2 aces + ♦K or both other kings

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Cullin

Gromov

Michielsen

Gulevich

1♦

1♥

2♥*

4♣*

4♠

Pass*

5♦*

5♥

Dble

Pass

5♠

Pass

6♠

All Pass

2♥ 5+♠, invitational plus 4♣ ♣ + heart support
Pass Reverse Pass/Dble 5♦ Cue bid

Would Alpha Zero have preferred 6♣ to
6♠? If the answer to that is yes, would it
then, appreciating the value of the ♣QJ,
have bid 7♠ with the East hand?
No-one bid 7♠,but one pair stopped in
game, their conservative sequence being
1♦-1♠-2♠-4♠.
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THE NEW ONLINE
MAGAZINE
FOR BRIDGE
ADDICTS
WHAT'S NEXT?
The second issue of BeBRIDGE is a blockbuster, with feature length
articles on the impact of COVID-19 and the affinity between Chess
and Bridge. We take a trip to the island of Madeira, home of one of the
great bridge Festivals, and enjoy the latest monastic tale from the
master story-teller, David Bird. Alain Lévy shows you how to improve
your opening leads and Philippe Cronier starts a new series.

WANT TO SUBSCRIBE?
It couldn't be simpler, go on:

https://us.lebridgeur.com
You can also subscribe by phone at +33 (0)1 42 96 87 34
or by email at abonnement@lebridgeur.com
Once you subscribe to BeBRIDGE, you will be able to access and download
your magazine anytime on your computer and tablet.

Opening bid facing opening
bid = game? 			
By Martin Cantor

It’s a common saying: if you have an opening bid facing an opening bid, you should
be in game. But is it still true in these
times of opening bid devaluation? It was
the first two boards of Pepsi vs. Donner in
the final round of the Round Robin that
prompted me to wonder.
Board 1. N / None

♠
♥
♦
♣

AJT
KJT973
T
Q76

♠
♥
♦
♣

Q7
A85
Q964
J854
N
W

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

K9643
Q64
J3
KT2

♠
♥
♦
♣

852
2
AK8752
A93

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Cullin

Gromov

Michielsen

Gulevich

—

Pass

1♦*

Pass

1♥

Pass

2♦

Pass

2♥

All Pass

I suspect EW were playing weak jump
responses where this sequence would be
invitational. Whatever the implications
of the auction, Marion Michielsen judged
well that her three quick tricks weren’t
enough for game with just a small singleton heart. Nine tricks here too, and 5
IMPs to Donner.

This is what we saw in the open room:

Board 2. E / NS

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Kazmucha

Dwyer

Filipowicz

C.Rimstedt

—

Pass

1♦

1♠

Dbl

Pass

2♦

Pass

2♥*
3♥

2♠
Pass

Pass
4♥

Pass
All Pass

2♥

would refrain from opening the West hand
- again I’m with the crowd on that. But
unless South holds the heart queen doubleton, the only chance of making game is a
defensive error, and at this level that’s not
much of a chance. These defenders didn’t
slip and 1 down was the inevitable result.
Meanwhile in the closed room:

game forcing

Few in the modern game would refrain
from opening the East hand with AKA
and a six card suit; I confess to being part
of the majority. And I think even fewer

♠
♥
♦
♣
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AQ95
J74
KQ4
J74

♠
♥
♦
♣

742
A9
T92
AK653
N
W

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

8
653
AJ8653
T92

♠
♥
♦
♣

KJT63
KQT82
7
Q8

Per-Ola Cullin

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Kazmucha

Dwyer

Filipowicz

C.Rimstedt

—

—

1♠

Pass

2♣*

Dbl*

2♥

Pass

4♠

All Pass

2♣ any game force
Dbl clubs

Once again I can’t find any fault with the
opening bid, and despite the flat shape, the
two unsupported jacks, the lack of intermediates and the 8 losers I don’t know
anyone who wouldn’t open the West hand, Commentating, I had been about to praise
nor anyone who wouldn’t want to be in
them for their cautious approach enabling
game with the nine card major suit fit.
them to stay out of a second successive
non-making game. But then Michielsen
The first three tricks were minor suit win- went on to game anyway, so perhaps my
ners for the defence, who still had the ace
guesses are wrong.
of hearts to come. I say I know no one, but
then, I don’t know Per-Ola Cullin:
I said on the previous board that you
shouldn’t rely on a defensive error, but
WEST
NORTH
EAST
SOUTH
declarer managed to induce one here.
Cullin
Gromov
Michielsen
Gulevich
Gulevich led the ♣9 and Michielsen
promptly dropped her queen under the
—
—
1♠
Pass
king. Not wanting to set up the jack for
2♥*
Pass
2♠
Pass
a discard if the queen was a true card
2NT
Pass
3♥
Pass
Gromov switched to ace and another
3♠
Pass
4♠
All Pass
heart. Thank you, take the heart, draw
trumps, discard clubs on hearts, and claim
2♥		
8-13 with 3+ support
10 tricks and 10 IMPs.
Cullin’s hand fits the description of his
first response. There were no further
alerts, so I am guessing here when I
suggests that 2NT was a general try in a
balanced hand, 3♥ was a long suit try and
3♠ declined despite the fourth trump and
maximum point count.

The match score stayed fairly close throughout, which was enough for both teams to
qualify for the semi-finals; indeed, as you
will have seen, Pepsi did enough to top the
Round Robin.
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Victim of the Day

by Christina Lund Madsen

Margie Cole

Where did you grow up, where do you live
now, tell us about your family.
- I grew up in a suburb of New York and
have lived in New York City for 35 years,
with my husband and daughter who is
17. Our other daughter is 20 and attends
College at the University of Michigan.
Here are two questions that May would like
to ask you:
How did you get into bridge?
- I had been working at the same company
for 25 years for the same boss, and about
7 years ago there was a change in management, so I decided to leave. I had heard
about bridge from my parents who had
just started to play, so I called my friend
Lynne Koeppel and asked her how to learn.
She sent me to Honors Bridge Club where I
took beginner lessons.
How has it been living in NYC in the past 3
months?
- Strange, crazy and scary. I have left our
apartment only about a dozen times in
the past 9 weeks, mostly to get air in the
last 3. There has been an amazing silver
lining though. Both of our daughters are
home with us, and we spend incredible
time together. And they are funny and
very entertaining. I have never laughed as
much in my life, so, I am so very thankful
for this!
What has been the most memorable
moment (good or bad) so far in your bridge
life?
- In my very short bridge career I am SO
lucky to have many! For sure meeting
my amazing partner, teacher, mentor

Alejandro is the very top. And then coming
in second in the Open BAM at the nationals last year was the best, especially
because I don’t normally play in team
events and we made the team the night
before on our flight in with teammates
who had never played together before
(Giorgia Botta and Cenk Tuncok) or with
me!
How has it been participating in the Alt
Mixed Teams?
- AMAZING. To be playing among all of
these World Champions is an honor. I am
still VERY much learning how to play,
so this opportunity is incredible. And I
am struck by how kind and encouraging
everyone has been.
Tell us about an experience that made a
profound impression on you.
- When I travel with my family we always
spend several days staying with indigenous families. Last year we were staying
in a very small village in Rwanda, and
before we left I had asked the head of the
village what we could bring to help. He
suggested we buy some goats at the local
market and bring them to the village. I
was telling a freind about it and he said he
would buy a goat as well.
One thing led to another and I posted the
idea on Facebook and 40 people bought
68 goats and 3 cows, which we brought to
this tiny village (goats are not as easy to
heard as it looks like in the movies...).
We arrived to a full blown party for us
where the entire village attended and
made speeches and danced local tribal
dances. Was incredibly profound and
amazing.
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May Sakr

Margie with her family (of goats)

What is the dumbest thing you ever did?
- As a mother, this is certainly the dumbest
thing I ever did. My younger daughter
Jackie has been taking Mandarin in school
since she was 7. She loved the language,
and I found an immersion camp for her in
Minnesota. She had never been away from
home before and was reluctant to go (she
was 10 at the time) but I assured her she
would have fun and all the other campers
would be like her.
We had all kinds of things for her to do
if she got homesick, like reading books,
playing games, writing in her diary and
of course, calling home. When she arrived
at the camp, she was told they were NOT
ALLOWED to speak any English, had to
turn in all the English books, games, and
she was not allowed to call home! She
often tells me this was the most scary
experience she has ever had.
What has made the strongest impression on
you during corona life in NYC?
- We live across from one of the biggest
hospitals in NYC. EVERY night at 7pm, we
go out on our balcony where we watch
as the nurses and doctors come to the

corner and are cheered on by a storm of
people that come out and cheer for them.
Police on horses, men playing bagpipes,
hundreds of people screaming, clapping
cheering. It’s absolutely incredible.
If your husband were to describe you with 3
words, what would they be?
- I asked him… He had a bunch, but the
first three were LOYAL, LOVING and
COMPETITIVE.
Who would you like to partner, kiss, kill
between Andrea Manno, Ida Grönkvist and
Giorgia Botta?
- Ok really?? Of course, I have to say KISS
Andrea; besides the fact that he is Andrea,
any other choice would start rumors.
PARTNER has to be Giorgia, as she is one
of the best teachers I know, and KILL Ida—
She is the only choice without ties to the
mafia.
What is your biggest dream?
- To have my daughters spend summers
with Warren and I when they are older
and have their own kids.
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Classic Barsis
by Christina Lund Madsen
We have mentioned several times that
Thomas Bessis and Irene Baroni are
testing their future as husband and wife
during the Alt Mixed Teams. So far their
engagement is intact, despite the Mangoes
being chopped to pieces in last night's
semifinal.
By impulse I asked them what last name
they are going to take. Bessis-Baroni?
Baronessis (my personal favourite)?
They sent me this picture of their front
door.

WEST

NORTH

EAST

Baroni

SOUTH

Bessis

Pass

Pass

1♣

1♥

Dble

1NT

2♣

Pass

Pass

Pass

2♥

Pass

Pass

3NT

Pass

Pass

4♠

Pass

Dble

All pass

Dble
X
2♦
3♥
4♥
Pass

The auction was - interesting.
Norths first double was T/O. South's
second double penalty.
Now our love birds kept bidding without
having any clue what partner had until
the opponents doubled.
From Thomas' perspective, he did not want
to play 3NT when Irene could not double
2♣, so he hoped she had a 4-card major,
hence his 4♥-bid.
Now we let Thomas tell the rest of the
story:

Board 3. W / EW

♠
♥
♦
♣

T7
KQT642
4
9876

♠
♥
♦
♣

9864
8
A8762
QJ2
N
W

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

AQ52
AJ95
QJ93
3

♠
♥
♦
♣

KJ3
73
KT5
AKT54

"So when she ended up bidding 4♠️ and
we got doubled, she started yelling in the
whole room. "What the hell are you doing"
And when I found out she did have 4
spades, I started yelling myself.
"FOUR opportunities you had to bid them.
1♠ you didn’t bid. 2♠ you didn’t bid. Twice.
3♠ you didn't bid. Bid your suiiiiiittsss."I
think some of our neighbours heard us.
Then we made 4♠ doubled (the defense
was tricky) and highfived and said to each
other "Classic Barsis."

- 10 -

Teams / Players / Nicknames
Gupta
Vinita Gupta		
Naren Gupta		
Debbie Rosenberg
Martine Verbeek
Morten Bilde		
Huub Bertens		

Vinita
Nareng
Debrose
Sissy88
Ballebo
H Bertens

Koeppel
Anam Tebha 		
anamtebha
Joe Grue 		
joegrue
Signe Buus Thomsen Thomsen
Zach Grossack
germs345
Lynne Koeppel
lgkoeppel
Meltzer
Benedict Cronier
Catherine D’Ovidio
Marc Bompis		
Michel Abecassis
Nick Demirev 		
Rose Meltzer 		
Sylvie Willard
Mangoes
Thomas Bessis
Irene Baroni 		
Cedric Lorenzini
Daniela von Arnim
Hilda Setton
Pierre Franceschetti

patapon2
emotion
Bompis
mik22
ndemirev
rcm
whywhy

malpaluche
princi
pierced
darnim
explumber
gewd

Cole
Alejandro Bianchedi
Andrea Manno
Giorgia Botta		
Ida Gronkvist		
Margie Cole		

alecuque
Maqeda
gio 89
Halko
mtc146

Pepsi
Andrei Gromov
Anna Gulevich
Danuta Kazmucha
Dominic Filipowicz
Jacek Pszczola
May Sakr		

Agromov017
Katt
dana_5
consus88
pikolo
mayyou

Donner
Kevin Dwyer		
Cecilia Rimstedt
Marion Michielsen
Per-Ola Cullin		
Sandra Rimstedt
Gary Donner 		

kdwyer
Cillar
Lady007
pocken
Sandria
Gdonnersc1

Ferm
Barbara Ferm
Sjoert Brink		
Bas Drijver		
Christina L. Madsen
Simon de Wijs
Meike Wortel		

Bjf54
sjoertBr
BasDr
christinas
sm1
meikever

How to kibitz the Alt Mixed teams on BBO
As in the Alt Invitational, we expect many spectators on BBO. However we cannot guarantee there will
always be a match on Vugraph.
Even if the Alt Mixed Teams is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your
favourites. You simply search for your favourite player’s nickname and join his or her table.
If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Bas Drijver ’BasDr’, click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see him online, you
can click on him and take a seat at his table (assuming the tournament allows it).
See you on BBO!
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Love or Hate Playing Bridge Online?
We want to hear your views
How has your life as a bridge player changed and what challenges do you face?
Please share your lockdown experiences of bridge by
emailing bamsa@stir.ac.uk
One off accounts or weekly/monthly diary entries
are welcomed by players of all ages from all countries - pros, teachers, club owners or service providers.
It doesn’t have to take long and will be of use for
understanding the short-term and longer term
impacts of the current situation for the bridge
community.
For more info see:
https://keepbridgealive.bridgecloud.com/about/
bridge-in-the-time-of-covid-19

”I’m busier now than I’ve ever
been in the real world.”
- Alex Hydes

How to kibitz the Alt Mixed teams on BBO
As in the previous editions of the Alt Invitational, we expect thousands of spectators on BBO. Even
though the Alt is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your favourites.
You simply search for your favorite player’s nickname and join his or her table.
If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Bas Drijver ’BasDr’, click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see ham online, you
can click on him and take a seat at his table (assuming the tournament allows it). See you on BBO!

www.bid72.com / info@bid72.com

big 5
These are the 5 pillars of bid72, the premium app on bridge bidding.
Download bid72 from the App Store or Google Play and you are good to go.

1. Random hands www.bid72.com/random-boards/
✔ unilimited number of interesting boards, with and without competitive bidding
✔ ranking and rating
✔ fit for any system at any level
3 weeks free trial (no strings attached)
1 month USD 3.49 / 12 months USD 28.99

2. Topic boards www.bid72.com/topics/
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

a set of Topic boards is dedicated to a specific piece of bridge theory
each set contains appr. 100 boards ready to bid in-app
3 levels of themes: starter/club/expert
popular themes: Jacoby Transfers, Check-Back Stayman, Gazzilli
sheets with preferred methods designed by the world’s best players and teachers
1 Topic costs 100 Bid Points
1oo Bid Points USD 1.99/ 500 Bid Points USD 6.99/ 1000 Bid Points USD 12.99

3. Bidding contests www.bid72.com/bidding-contest/
✔ for bridgeclubs and communities
✔ each month 8 new boards in-app
✔ results and handrecords
free service for users with a bid72 account (even in trial)

4. Create your own boards www.bid72.com/create-and-upload-your-own-boards/
✔ create and upload your own boards to bid72
✔ for players, teachers and coaches to practice themed boards with partners and classes
check the link above for (low) costs

5. Basic education www.bid72.com/teachers/
✔
✔
✔
✔

sets of practice boards for starters
relevant powerpoints presentations
feedback to teachers
teachers follow their own rithm and plan
free service for students with bid72 account (even in trial)
discount for teachers on their bid72 account

