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Entertainment and Etiquette
The first day of the Alt Mixed Teams was characterised by plenty of excitement for the audience and a 
friendly atmosphere among the players, opponents graciously complimenting each other. 

For many among the women, this was their debut in a prestigious online event. A world champion 
player confessed she had butterflies in her stomach: 

"I think I've never felt more nervous before playing." 

Playing an important match is hardly a new experience for most of our participants, but doing it online 
is something different. Many players miss the cards in their hands and the scent of the opponents. 

After her first match, the same player said "It actually felt fun to be playing something which mattered." 

Which is the reason we have the Alt events. 
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THE ALT 
MIXED TEAMS

MAY 18 - 22, 2020

Today’s Schedule Round 3 & 4
Tuesday May 19  Tuesday May 19
10.00 EDT/16.00 CET  14.30 EDT/20.30 CET

Mangoes - Koeppel   Mangoes - Gupta
Meltzer - Gupta  Koeppel - Ferm
Pepsi - Ferm    Meltzer - Donner 
 Cole - Donner  Pepsi - Cole

Important Notice 
All players should enter BBO 10
minutes before their match starts at
the latest. Tournament director Denis 
Dobrin is waiting for you and will
instruct you where to sit.

http://bridge24.pl
http://www.netbridge.online/
http://bid72.com/


Lead of the Day
by Christina Lund Madsen
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In the second match the South players 
were faced with a lead problem only two 
players managed to solve.

Board 23. S / All

♠
♥
♦
♣

K T 7 5 3 
8 5 2
9 8 5
6 4

♠
♥
♦
♣

9 2
K J 4
K Q
K T 8 5 3 2

N
W E

S

♠
♥
♦
♣

Q J 6
A 9 7 3
A T
Q J 9 7

♠
♥
♦
♣

A 8 4
Q T 6
J 7 6 4 3 2
A

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Wortel S. Rimstedt de Wijs Donner

2♣
3♣

Pass
Pass

2♦
3NT

1♦
Pass
All pass

What would you lead with the South 
hand? 

Knowing the club suit would probably 
set up at trick two, Donner opted for an 
aggressive lead. He laid down the ♠A and 
seeing the ♠3 from his partner, continued 
with the eight. Rimstedt correctly ducked, 
and declarer had no way to make the con-
tract. 

In the other room the South player led a 
heart after the same auction, allowing the 
contract to make +430. We shall mention 
no names, but the player's last name is an 
anagram for "sad men". You figure it out. 

The match finished with a small loss for 
Donner, 7.24-12.76, placing the team 3rd 
after a solid victory in the first round. 

Anna Gulevich was the only player to copy 
Donner's lead after the same auction in 
the match between Koeppel and Pepsi, 
earning her team a well-deserved 11 IMPs 
and a victory of 12.07-7.93.

Gary Donner



Rules and regulations
The numbers 1 through 4 from the round robin will go to the 
semifinals. In case of a tie in victory points:
1. the mutual result will decide
2. still equal: the most ’wins’ (BAM-ish) will decide.
3. after that: the team with the highest IMP score on a board will 
go through

The winner of the round robin may choose its opponent between the teams placed 3 and 4. T
he captain will mail their choice to info@netbridge.online within an hour after the round robin is finis-
hed. If late, then matches will be: 1 versus 4 and 2 versus 3.

Link to results

Alt Mixed results

Link to previous Alts & bulletins

Bulletins

Mangoes on top

After only two matches it is impossible 
to predict who will finish in the top 4, 
but the Mangoes were up to a good 
start as the only team with two victo-
ries.

In our first match today, they will face 
Koeppel, ranked 8th, so a victory for 
Koeppel would even out the field.

Results / Ranking

RR1 IMPs VPs

Mangoes - Pepsi 56-23 16.66-3.34

Cole - Meltzer 28-69 2.32-17.68

Donner - Koeppel 48-16 16.52-3.48

Ferm - Gupta 53-65 7.02-12.98

RR2 IMPs VPs

Mangoes - Meltzer 31-25 11.59-8.41

Pepsi - Koeppel 32-24 12.07-7.93

Cole - Gupta 37-23 13.41-6.59

Donner - Ferm 37-48 7.24-12.76

After Round 2 VPs

1. MANGOES 28.25

2. MELTZER 26.09

3 DONNER 23.76

4. FERM 19.78

5. GUPTA 19.57

6. COLE 15.73

7. PEPSI 15.41

8. KOEPPEL 11.41

- 3 -

Follow us on Facebook
Click the link

http://bridgeresults.org/o/2020_alt_mixed_1/2020_alt_mixed_1r.asp?fbclid=IwAR01BiIxPTIxSwMRllWg9-abm07N90pRZKmgGvWiPXY1tOIYyWReMQ0gv-E
https://www.netbridge.online/Alt-Mix/
https://www.facebook.com/Alt-Invitational-112093410504607
https://www.facebook.com/Alt-Invitational-112093410504607
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It's Bridge Jim, 
but not as we know it

The day before ALT 4 got under way I 
was following the FIDE Online Steinitz 
Memorial Blitz chess tournament. The 
women's event was won by the reigning 
women's World Blitz Champion, Kateryna 
Lagno, but she made this observation 
afterwards:

 "Honestly, I don't enjoy to play online. 
I'm sorry to say it because it's better than 
nothing, this is for sure. This tournament 
keeps me, you know - I have to be in shape, 
I have to prepare, I have to check my ana-
lyses, well, to do my work. But I've played 
26 years in front of the opponent, so it's a 
lot, and I'm used to this. So I enjoy to see my 
opponent, to share the ideas, to speak after 
the game. You know, old habits."

Therein lies the intrinsic problem with 
Online Bridge events - you can no longer 
enjoy the post-game conviviality that is 
for many an integral part of why they 
love playing so much. At any major bridge 
event you can go to any restaurant after 
play (even those in remote locations) and 
you can be virtually certain to encounter 
some of your fellow competitors.

However, as Kateryna points out, it's better 
than nothing, and it feeds the appetite of 
the thousands who enjoy watching the 
experts play.

I was engaged most of the afternoon in a 
Zoom editorial meeting for the third edi-
tion of BeBRIDGE, but just as I logged in to 
BBO this deal appeared on the screen:

Board 10. Dealer East. All Vul.

  ♠ A 7 6 2
  ♥ J 4
  ♦ Q 6 4 3 2
  ♣ 9 2
♠ Q J 6 4   ♠ K 10 9 8 3
♥ K 9   ♥ A 10 8 7 3
♦ J 10 9 5   ♦ —
♣ 6 5 4   ♣ 10 8 7
  ♠ —
  ♥ Q 6 5 2
  ♦ A K 8 7
  ♣ A K Q J 3

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

M Bilde Brink V Gupta Ferm

— — — 1♣
Pass 1♦ 2♣* 3♠*
Pass 4♦ Pass 4♥
Dble 5♦ All Pass

2♣ Majors
3♠ Splinter

When South bid 4♥ West's double proved 
to be a killer, as East started with two 
rounds of hearts, so one down and -100.

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Lund Madsen Verbeek Drijver Bertens

— — Pass 1♣

Pass 1♠ Pass 2♦
Pass 2NT Pass 3♥
Pass 4♦ Pass 5♦
Pass Pass Dble All Pass

By Mark Horton



What should West lead?

If you think partner's 
double has any Lightner 
implications you might opt for a spade, 
although the bidding strongly suggest 
that South is not going to have too many 
spades. True, your diamonds might cause 
declarer a problem, if you can manage 
repeated spade leads.
Against that, the opponents are not in 3NT 
so there must be a fair chance that you 
have some heart tricks to cash.

West went with the ♠Q and declarer won 
with dummy's ace pitching a heart and 
played a diamond to the king. When East 
discarded declarer played four rounds of 
clubs, pitching both dummy's hearts as 
West ruffed in with the ♦9. West exited 
with a trump and declarer had to lose one 
more trick at the end, +750 and 13 IMPs.

You might have noticed that if declarer 
diagnoses the rationale behind East's 
double and plays clubs immediately 
without touching trumps it is possible to 
record an overtrick!

Gupta won the match by 12.98-7.02 and 
were off to a good start.

  Click on the image below and 
watch a promotion video for 

bridge funded by the WBF and 
Bridge: A MindSport for All 

Vinita and Naren Gupta 
are teaming up in the 
Alt Mixed, but in order 
to preserve their mar-
riage, they play with 
different partners.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SIKfWioojWQ


“Slam is way too difficult” 
“Really? Hold my beer” By Martin Cantor

The first round robin of the first Alt Mixed 
was a feast of entertainment for the spec-
tators. 
Watching the match between Ferm and 
Gupta, I had already saved five of the first 
thirteen boards as suitable material for an 
article, and was wondering which of them 
to choose, when along came two to knock 
those five completely out of contention.

Board 17. N / None

♠
♥
♦
♣

K 7 5
—
9 7 4 2
A J 9 6 3 2

♠
♥
♦
♣

8 4 3
A K 9 5 3 2
K 5
8 7

N
W E

S

♠
♥
♦
♣

Q
Q T 8 7 6 4
Q 8 6 3
5 4

♠
♥
♦
♣

A J T 9 6 2
J
A J T
K Q T

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

M.Bilde de Wijs V.Gupta Wortel

— 3♣ Pass 3♠

Pass 4♥* Dbl 4♠
5♥ Pass Pass Dbl
All Pass

Simon de Wijs self-alerted his 4♥ bid as 
“I hope good hand for spades”. 

Maybe unsure what it showed Meike 
Wortel took a conservative view and just 
bid 4♠. 
Bilde was doubtless surprised by his part-
ner’s double of 4♥, holding AK sixth in the 
suit, but his raise might have pushed his 
opponents to their slam. 
North’s pass was not self-alerted, but was 
surely forcing, and Wortel thought a long 
time before taking another conservative 
view. 

Down two for -300, and when Wortel 
apologised for doubling rather than bid-
ding on Simon responded “Slam is way too 
difficult after I open 3♣”. From where my 
title comes. And so to the other table:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Lund Madsen Verbeek Bas Drijver Bertens

— 3♣ Pass 3♠

Pass 4♥* Pass 4NT*
Pass 5NT* Pass 7♠
All Pass

Here the self-alert of 4♥ was simply described as 
“for spades”. 

Drijver chose not to double, perhaps not 
necessarily wanting a heart lead. Bertens 
asked and Verbeek showed 2 keycards and 
a void with 5NT. 

I have to think that Bertens read the 4♥ 
bid as showing shortage as well as spade 
support, and therefore the void was in 
hearts, despite his own singleton and 
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opponents’ silence with an apparent 
twelve card fit. He went all in by bidding 
the grand. 

+1510 was worth 15 IMPs. Straight on to 
this:

Board 18. E / NS

♠
♥
♦
♣

9 8 6 3
Q 8 6 2
T 3 2
J 3

♠
♥
♦
♣

5
K J T 4
A K 8 7 6 5
A T

N
W E

S

♠
♥
♦
♣

A Q J 2
A 7 3
J 9 4
8 7 6

♠
♥
♦
♣

K T 7 4
9 5
Q
K Q 9 5 4 2

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

M.Bilde de Wijs V.Gupta Wortel

— — 1♣ Pass

1♦ Pass 1NT Pass
2♦* Pass 2♠ Pass
3NT All Pass

2♦ GF relay

Nothing very exciting here, you might 
think. True, at least in this room, where 
Vinita Gupta took the club lead, cashed the 
ace of diamonds, then her eight other top 
tricks for +430. 

Christina Lund Madsen in the other room, 
never backwards about coming forwards 
in the bidding, generated more than 
enough excitement for both rooms, amply 
aided by Huub Bertens.

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Lund Madsen Verbeek Bas Drijver Bertens

— — 1NT* Pass

2♣* Pass 2♠ Pass
3♦ Pass 3♥ Pass
3♠* Pass 4♦ Pass

5♣* Pass 5♥ Pass

6♦ All Pass

1NT 10-13   2♣ Stayman   3♠ and 5♣  cue
5♥ not alerted, but presumably also cue.

South would surely have doubled a club 
cuebid given half a chance, but Verbeek 
found the lead anyway. 

When the ♦Q dropped under the ace at 
trick 2, declarer breathed her first sigh of 
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Huub Bertens



relief. Now it was just a question of how to 
get rid of the club loser to avoid having to 
play hearts for no loser. The spade suit was 
the obvious route, but do you do so via the 
simple or the ruffing finesse? 

The natural line is the ruffing finesse, 
gaining against an (admittedly not very 
likely) stiff king in South. 
Before making up her mind, Lund Madsen 
ran some trumps to see if she could glean 
any kind of clue. 

After declarer’s spade cuebid, Bertens 
knew exactly what the issue was and 
decided to try to deflect declarer from that 
natural line. 
He discarded, in this order, ♠7, ♠4, ♣2 and 
♠T, baring his king to inaudible gasps from 
the online audience. 

From the opening lead and her own ♣T 
declarer could deduce c♣Qxxxx in the 
South hand. So perhaps she asked herself 
why he was throwing spades instead of 
clubs - indeed, although I admired Bertens 
for his attempt at distraction, was it per-
haps a touch too heavy-handed? 

Whatever declarer’s reasoning, after a long 
pause she went up with the ace to inau-
dible loud applause from the gallery. At 
the end she probably should have got the 
heart finesse right as well for the overtrick 
(North having the longer holding in that 
suit), but I doubt that she or anyone else 
cared much by that point. 

Well done and 10 very richly deserved 
IMPs.



The second issue of BeBRIDGE is a blockbuster, with feature length
articles on the impact of COVID-19 and the affinity between Chess

and Bridge. We take a trip to the island of Madeira, home of one of the
great bridge Festivals, and enjoy the latest monastic tale from the

master story-teller, David Bird. Alain Lévy shows you how to improve
your opening leads and Philippe Cronier starts a new series.

It couldn't be simpler, go on: 
https://us.lebridgeur.com

 

You can also subscribe by phone at +33 (0)1 42 96 87 34 
or by email at abonnement@lebridgeur.com

 

Once you subscribe to BeBRIDGE, you will be able to access and download
your magazine anytime on your computer and tablet.

THE NEW ONLINE

MAGAZINE 

FOR BRIDGE

ADDICTS 

WANT TO SUBSCRIBE?

WHAT'S NEXT?
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Victim of the Day
Marion Michielsen

by Christina Lund Madsen

We begin with the easy questions:
How many bridge boy(or girl)friends did you 
have? 

- Johan is the 3rd, although boyfriend 
sounds a bit strange after 10+ years 
together and having a son.  

When are you and Johan Upmark going to 
get married? 

- Probably never, still waiting for him to 
propose. ☺

What is it like being in Sweden during 
Corona?

- It's very nice being here. We don’t 
play any live bridge and I haven’t seen 
my bridge friends for two months, but 
otherwise life is almost like normal. We go 
out less, but we can still go to restaurants 
and meet family and friends. 

Do you have any hobbies (bridge is your job, 
in case you are in doubt)?

- Bridge is both my job and my hobby. I 
don’t have so many other hobbies but I do 
like to go out and meet friends and have 
nice dinners. 

Who is your James Bond - Daniel Craig, 
Pierce Brosnan or Sean Connery? And why? 

- Pierce Brosnan, the best looking. ☺

Now to Helgemo’s questions for you. He was 
only supposed to ask one, but we all want to 
know the answers to both:

How did you get into bridge and decide to 
turn pro?

- My father played bridge and taught me 
and my brother, when we were 13 and 14. 
To turn pro was something that just hap-
pened, not something I decided. 
I have a masters degree in law, and after 
finishing my study I was already making 
enough money from bridge to make a 
living. I did try to find a job as a lawyer but 
I guess I didn’t try very hard. 

How is Johan keeping up with little Oscar 
when he is at home and you are away 
playing bridge? 

- They are doing great. The first time I was 
away for 1 night was when Oscar was 6 
months. Both Johan and Oscar had a tough 
night then. But nowadays (he is 2) it’s so 
much easier. 

If you could do something differently in 
your life so far, what would it be? 

- I’m very happy with my life right now 
and wouldn’t want to change anything. 
Bad things happen but I believe you 
should try to turn things to a positive. So I 
wouldn’t have made any other decisions. 
There is one thing I regret not having 
done: my father and I used to play bridge 
together when I was in high school. We 
never played together anymore after I 
became a bridge champion. He suddenly 
passed away 3 years ago so I won’t get 
another chance. 
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Give me a hand

Since I play myself and cannot watch you all at once, I 
hope you will tell me about brilliancies and disasters. 

You can also tell me about highlights from your week 
in quarantine (like going grocery shopping) or tell me 
a story about your partner that not many know.

Write me at clm@christina-bridge.com.

Christina Lund Madsen

Who do you want to partner, kiss, kill bet-
ween Zia, Dennis Bilde and Bas Drijver? 

- Partner: Bas. We played together once, 10 
years ago, and did pretty well. It would be 
fun to play again. 
Kiss: Dennis (or young Zia).
Kill: Zia, when he writes me another 
email that we should play optionaldoub-
lekeycardkickbackexclusionblackwood 
next time. 

If Cedric Lorenzini were to have a piercing, 
where do you think it should be? 

- Sorry, but I don’t like piercings. 

Who from the Alt Mixed do you think 
should be the next victim for questioning in 
the bulletin? 
Tell us something you would like to know 
about this person. 

- Morten Bilde. I am wondering how he 
is doing teaching Danish school children 
how to play bridge and how the corona 
has affected that.  Lady Marion



- 12 -

Teams / Players / Nicknames

Gupta
Vinita Gupta  Vinita
Naren Gupta  Nareng
Debbie Rosenberg Debrose
Martine Verbeek Sissy88
Morten Bilde  Ballebo
Huub Bertens  H Bertens

Koeppel
Anam Tebha     anamtebha
Joe Grue     joegrue
Signe Buus Thomsen Thomsen
Zach Grossack    germs345
Lynne Koeppel   lgkoeppel

Meltzer
Benedict Cronier patapon2
Catherine D’Ovidio emotion
Marc Bompis  Bompis
Michel Abecassis  mik22
Nick Demirev   ndemirev
Rose Meltzer   rcm
Sylvie Willard   whywhy 

Mangoes
Thomas Bessis   malpaluche
Irene Baroni     princi
Cedric Lorenzini    pierced
Daniela von Arnim    darnim
Hilda Setton     explumber
Pierre Franceschetti  gewd

Cole
Alejandro Bianchedi alecuque
Andrea Manno Maqeda
Giorgia Botta  gio 89 
Ida Gronkvist  Halko
Margie Cole  mtc146

Pepsi
Andrei Gromov Agromov017
Anna Gulevich   Katt
Danuta Kazmucha  dana_5
Dominic Filipowicz consus88
Jacek Pszczola   pikolo
May Sakr  mayyou

Donner
Kevin Dwyer  kdwyer
Cecilia Rimstedt Cillar
Marion Michielsen Lady007
Per-Ola Cullin  pocken
Sandra Rimstedt  Sandria
Gary Donner     Gdonnersc1

Ferm
Barbara Ferm      Bjf54
Sjoert Brink  sjoertBr
Bas Drijver  BasDr
Christina L. Madsen christinas
Simon de Wijs sm1
Meike Wortel  meikever

How to kibitz the Alt Mixed teams on BBO
As in the Alt Invitational, we expect many spectators on BBO. However we cannot guarantee there will 
always be a match on Vugraph. 
Even if the Alt Mixed Teams is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your 
favourites. You simply search for your favourite player’s nickname and join his or her table. 

If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Bas Dri-
jver ’BasDr’, click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see him online, you 
can click on him and take a seat at his table (assuming the tournament allows it). 

See you on BBO! 



Love or Hate Playing Bridge Online? 
We want to hear your views

How has your life as a bridge player changed and what challenges do you face?

Please share your lockdown experiences of bridge by 
emailing bamsa@stir.ac.uk

One off accounts or weekly/monthly diary entries 
are welcomed by players of all ages from all countri-
es - pros, teachers, club owners or service providers.

It doesn’t have to take long and will be of use for 
understanding the short-term and longer term 
impacts of the current situation for the bridge 
community. 

For more info see:
https://keepbridgealive.bridgecloud.com/about/
bridge-in-the-time-of-covid-19

”I’m busier now than I’ve ever 
been in the real world.”

- Alex Hydes

https://keepbridgealive.bridgecloud.com/about/bridge-in-the-time-of-covid-19
https://keepbridgealive.bridgecloud.com/about/bridge-in-the-time-of-covid-19


How to kibitz the Alt Mixed teams on BBO
As in the previous editions of the Alt Invitational, we expect thousands of spectators on BBO. Even 
though the Alt is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your favourites.   
You simply search for your favorite player’s nickname and join his or her table. 

If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Bas Dri-
jver ’BasDr’, click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see ham online, you 
can click on him and take a seat at his table (assuming the tournament allows it). See you on BBO! 



1. Random hands www.bid72.com/random-boards/

✔ unilimited number of interesting boards, with and without competitive bidding
✔ ranking and rating
✔ fit for any system at any level

3 weeks free trial (no strings attached)

1 month USD 3.49 / 12 months USD 28.99

2. Topic boards www.bid72.com/topics/

✔ a set of Topic boards is dedicated to a specific piece of bridge theory
✔ each set contains appr. 100 boards ready to bid in-app
✔ 3 levels of themes: starter/club/expert
✔ popular themes: Jacoby Transfers, Check-Back Stayman, Gazzilli
✔ sheets with preferred methods designed by the world’s best players and teachers

1 Topic costs 100 Bid Points 

1oo Bid Points USD 1.99/ 500 Bid Points USD 6.99/ 1000 Bid Points USD 12.99

3. Bidding contests www.bid72.com/bidding-contest/

✔ for bridgeclubs and communities
✔ each month 8 new boards in-app
✔ results and handrecords

free service for users with a bid72 account (even in trial)

4. Create your own boards www.bid72.com/create-and-upload-your-own-boards/

✔ create and upload your own boards to bid72
✔ for players, teachers and coaches to practice themed boards with partners and classes

check the link above for (low) costs

5. Basic education www.bid72.com/teachers/

✔ sets of practice boards for starters
✔ relevant powerpoints presentations
✔ feedback to teachers
✔ teachers follow their own rithm and plan

free service for students with bid72 account (even in trial)

discount for teachers on their bid72 account

www.bid72.com / info@bid72.com

big 5
These are the 5 pillars of bid72, the premium app on bridge bidding. 
Download bid72 from the App Store or Google Play and you are good to go.

http://bid72.com

