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Let the mixed games begin
My plan was to introduce the first Alt Mixed teams by counting the total number of World and European titles (not to mention American, Chinese etc.) among our contestants.
After counting the first 17, I decided to enjoy my weekend instead. If anybody among the Alt-fans cares
to count them all, please let us know the result. PRE-BULLETIN

THE ALT
We have winners of all the most recent major mixed championships in our field; the World Mixed
Championships 2019, the European Championships 2019 and the Open World Mixed Championships
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is that now
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It is an honour and a pleasure for the Alt Invitational to host a field of this caliber.
Let the mixed games begin.
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14.30 EDT/20.30 CET
Mangoes - Meltzer
Pepsi - Koeppel
Cole - Gupta
Donner - Ferm

Welcome to the 1st
Alt Mixed Teams
Don't mix marriage and bridge, they say. When I
was 19, my parents had to decide whether they
would continue to be married or play bridge together. They chose bridge.

by Christina Lund Madsen

Thank you
The Alt would like to thank all the people
contributing to the success of this event.
BBO-staff and -commentators, bridge
writers, organizers, invisible people pulling
strings, kibitzers and players.

In many ways a long term partnership is like a
relationship, especially when it comes to communication.
Playing on BBO might prevent the quick outbursts
"Why don't you just play a spade!?" simply because the tongue is quicker than the fingers.

You know who you are.

Our field in the Alt mixed teams is not very romantic; it consists of competitive world class
players, who all want to win, and there are not
many long term-partnerships.

Link to results

Alt Mixed results

We can expect to see world class bridge, perhaps
some funny misunderstandings, and of course we
will all cheer for Thomas Bessis and Irene Baroni,
who will be testing their engagement by playing
together for the first time.

Link to previous Alts & bulletins

Bulletins

You can see Irene and Thomas and other teams'
video presentations on facebook or
https://www.netbridge.online/Alt-Mix/
Enjoy the entertainment.

Follow us on Facebook
Click the link

Rules and regulations
The numbers 1 through 4 from the round robin will go to the
semifinals. In case of a tie in victory points:
1. the mutual result will decide
2. still equal: the most ’wins’ (BAM-ish) will decide.
3. after that: the team with the highest IMP score on a board will
go through
The winner of the round robin may choose its opponent between the teams placed 3 and 4. T
he captain will mail their choice to info@netbridge.online within an hour after the round robin is finished. If late, then matches will be: 1 versus 4 and 2 versus 3.
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Teams / Players / Nicknames
Gupta
Vinita Gupta		
Naren Gupta		
Debbie Rosenberg
Martine Verbeek
Morten Bilde		
Huub Bertens		

Vinita
Nareng
Debrose
Sissy88
Ballebo
H Bertens

Koeppel
Anam Tebha 		
anamtebha
Joe Grue 		
joegrue
Signe Buus Thomsen Thomsen
Zach Grossack
germs345
Lynne Koeppel
lgkoeppel
Meltzer
Benedict Cronier
Catherine D’Ovidio
Marc Bompis		
Michel Abecassis
Nick Demirev 		
Rose Meltzer 		
Sylvie Willard
Mangoes
Thomas Bessis
Irene Baroni 		
Cedric Lorenzini
Daniela von Arnim
Hilda Setton
Pierre Franceschetti

patapon2
emotion
Bompis
mik22
ndemirev
rcm
whywhy

malpaluche
princi
pierced
darnim
explumber
gewd

Cole
Alejandro Bianchedi
Andrea Manno
Giorgia Botta		
Ida Gronkvist		
Margie Cole		

alecuque
Maqeda
gio 89
Halko
mtc146

Pepsi
Andrei Gromov
Anna Gulevich
Danuta Kazmucha
Dominic Filipowicz
Jacek Pszczola
May Sakr		

Agromov017
Katt
dana_5
consus88
pikolo
mayyou

Donner
Kevin Dwyer		
Cecilia Rimstedt
Marion Michielsen
Per-Ola Cullin		
Sandra Rimstedt
Gary Donner 		

kdwyer
Cillar
Lady007
pocken
Sandria
Gdonnersc1

Ferm
Barbara Ferm
Sjoert Brink		
Bas Drijver		
Christina L. Madsen
Simon de Wijs
Meike Wortel		

Bjf54
sjoertBr
BasDr
christinas
sm1
meikever

How to kibitz the Alt Mixed teams on BBO
As in the Alt Invitational, we expect many spectators on BBO. However we cannot guarantee there will
always be a match on Vugraph.
Even if the Alt Mixed Teams is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your
favourites. You simply search for your favourite player’s nickname and join his or her table.
If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Bas Drijver ’BasDr’, click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see him online, you
can click on him and take a seat at his table (assuming the tournament allows it).
See you on BBO!
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What's in a name II

by Christina Lund Madsen

The creativity is of different variety when
it comes to our Alt stars’ BBO-aliases.
Below we reveal the origin of some of the
more creative nicknames.
At first view I was disappointed by our
mixed participants' imagination, but
regardez les françaises:

Irene Baroni (princi)
Princi is actually Thomas Bessis’ nickname for his fiancée. It is short for the
French word ”principalité”, which means
”Headmaster”. He gave her the nickname
after Irene moved in with him in Paris.
"Marc Bompis"
Photo: Cavendish Monaco/
Francesca Canali

The headmistress

Jacek Pszczola (pikolo)
Of all people, Pepsi felt the need for a BBOnickname.
You might think pikolo is the Polish version of piccolo, Pepsi being a bell boy.
However, as all our Italian players know,
piccolo (pikolo) simply means - small.

Marc Bompis (Bompis)

Ida Grönkvist (Halko)

Marc Bompis is already a nickname.
His real name is Richard Gere, but he prefers to be incognito, which is also why he
pretends not to speak English.

As the intellectual she is, Ida took the
name Halko after the 16-year old instagrammer who looks like she is 90 because
of a rare disease (though in Ida's case she
looks like she is 16 and acts like she is 90).
What Ida forgot (despite being fluent in
the language) is that in Danish, Halko
means "half a cow".

Sylvie Willard (whywhy)
This was Sylvie's reaction when she realised that the Alt Mixed teams is an online
event, so she cannot look at Marc Bompis
while playing with him.

- 4 -

Katt the Great

Hilda Setton (explumber)

My personal favourite.
The obvious guess is that Hilda Setton
worked as a plumber in Geneva before she
retired to live in Milan and Paris.
But her alias is actually inspired by a
plumber she was very fond of, because he
helped her a lot around the house when
her husband was working.

Hilda Setton (explumber)

Anna Gulevich (katt)

Gulevich took her nickname after Katarina
the Great, Russia's longest-ruling female
leader from 1762 until 1796, also known as
the Golden Age of Russia; the same can be
said about Russian Mixed bridge for the
past year.
And how did Katarina come to power?
By overthrowing (and assasinating) her
husband - as it is seen to happen in mixed
bridge.

Give me a hand
Since I play myself and cannot watch you all at once, I
hope you will tell me about brilliancies and disasters.
You can also tell me about highlights from your week
in quarantine (like going grocery shopping) or tell me
a story about your partner that not many know.
Write me at clm@christina-bridge.com.
Christina Lund Madsen
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Love or Hate Playing Bridge Online?
We want to hear your views
How has your life as a bridge player changed and what challenges do you face?
Please share your lockdown experiences of bridge by
emailing bamsa@stir.ac.uk
One off accounts or weekly/monthly diary entries
are welcomed by players of all ages from all countries - pros, teachers, club owners or service providers.
It doesn’t have to take long and will be of use for
understanding the short-term and longer term
impacts of the current situation for the bridge
community.
For more info see:
https://keepbridgealive.bridgecloud.com/about/
bridge-in-the-time-of-covid-19

”I’m busier now than I’ve ever
been in the real world.”
- Alex Hydes

THE NEW ONLINE
MAGAZINE
FOR BRIDGE
ADDICTS
WHAT'S NEXT?
The second issue of BeBRIDGE is a blockbuster, with feature length
articles on the impact of COVID-19 and the affinity between Chess
and Bridge. We take a trip to the island of Madeira, home of one of the
great bridge Festivals, and enjoy the latest monastic tale from the
master story-teller, David Bird. Alain Lévy shows you how to improve
your opening leads and Philippe Cronier starts a new series.

WANT TO SUBSCRIBE?
It couldn't be simpler, go on:

https://us.lebridgeur.com
You can also subscribe by phone at +33 (0)1 42 96 87 34
or by email at abonnement@lebridgeur.com
Once you subscribe to BeBRIDGE, you will be able to access and download
your magazine anytime on your computer and tablet.

How to kibitz the Alt Mixed teams on BBO
As in the previous editions of the Alt Invitational, we expect thousands of spectators on BBO. Even
though the Alt is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your favourites.
You simply search for your favorite player’s nickname and join his or her table.
If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Bas Drijver ’BasDr’, click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see ham online, you
can click on him and take a seat at his table (assuming the tournament allows it). See you on BBO!

www.bid72.com / info@bid72.com

big 5
These are the 5 pillars of bid72, the premium app on bridge bidding.
Download bid72 from the App Store or Google Play and you are good to go.

1. Random hands www.bid72.com/random-boards/
✔ unilimited number of interesting boards, with and without competitive bidding
✔ ranking and rating
✔ fit for any system at any level
3 weeks free trial (no strings attached)
1 month USD 3.49 / 12 months USD 28.99

2. Topic boards www.bid72.com/topics/
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

a set of Topic boards is dedicated to a specific piece of bridge theory
each set contains appr. 100 boards ready to bid in-app
3 levels of themes: starter/club/expert
popular themes: Jacoby Transfers, Check-Back Stayman, Gazzilli
sheets with preferred methods designed by the world’s best players and teachers
1 Topic costs 100 Bid Points
1oo Bid Points USD 1.99/ 500 Bid Points USD 6.99/ 1000 Bid Points USD 12.99

3. Bidding contests www.bid72.com/bidding-contest/
✔ for bridgeclubs and communities
✔ each month 8 new boards in-app
✔ results and handrecords
free service for users with a bid72 account (even in trial)

4. Create your own boards www.bid72.com/create-and-upload-your-own-boards/
✔ create and upload your own boards to bid72
✔ for players, teachers and coaches to practice themed boards with partners and classes
check the link above for (low) costs

5. Basic education www.bid72.com/teachers/
✔
✔
✔
✔

sets of practice boards for starters
relevant powerpoints presentations
feedback to teachers
teachers follow their own rithm and plan
free service for students with bid72 account (even in trial)
discount for teachers on their bid72 account

