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Blass winner of the Alt IV
Josef Blass, Jacek Kalita, Jacek Pzszcola, Sjoert Brink, Michal Nowosadzki and Bas Drijver won the fourth 
edition of the Alt Invitational after defeating Paul Street's team (Nicolas L'Ecuyer, Ron Pachtmann, Piotr 
Zatorski, Kamel Fergani and Fred Pollack) who won the round robin, Blass finishing fourth.  

As always, knockout matches are unpredictable, which is also why we love them. 

Already on Monday our first Alt Mixed Teams begins, running till Friday. 

Who will make the top-4? Will Thomas and Irene still be engaged after playing with 
each other? Don't miss the action. 

Pre-bulletin will be released before the event.  

Join us on our new Facebook-group Alt Invitational for news, links and videos.
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Alt V
The next edition of the Alt Invitational 
is scheduled for 25-29 of May.
The field is set, and we will publish it 
during next week's Alt Mixed. 
Stay tuned!

ALT IV
BULLETIN 5

Saturday May 16 2020

editor: Christina Lund Madsen
clm@christina-bridge.com

logistics: Rosalind Hengeveld
big data: Joyce Tito

Final
  1 2 3  Tot

 Street  10 43 3  56
 Blass 20 28 36  84

http://bridge24.pl
http://www.netbridge.online/
http://bid72.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Alt-Invitational-112093410504607


- 2 -

Blass barely survived the cut and were 
now ready for the semifinal against 
Zhao. Already on board 3 Blass and Pepsi 
brought their team ahead by 13 IMPs.

S / All

♠
♥
♦
♣

K J 8 
J 8
T 6 5 2  
Q 9 7 3

♠
♥
♦
♣

-
A 9 3 2
K Q J 9 3
A J T 2

N
W E

S

♠
♥
♦
♣

A 9 5 4
K Q 4
A 4
8 6 5 4

♠
♥
♦
♣

Q T 7 6 3 2
T 7 6 5
8 7  
K

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Pepsi de Wijs Blass Muller

Dble
5♦

4♠
Pass

Dble
6♦

3♠
Pass
All Pass

Pepsi had a difficult decision after Blass' 
double. He decided to bid 5♦, and Blass 
confidently raised his partner.

North lead the ♠8, West played low, ruffed, 
and played four rounds of diamonds, 
South pitiching spades. Now he played a 
heart to the king and a club up, seeing the 
king. He won with the ace, advanced the 
♣J, won with the queen by North, who 
returned the ♥J. 

Semihighlights  By Christina Lund Madsen

Pepsi won the queen in dummy, cashed 
the ♠A pitching a club, and having seen 
South hold 1 club and 2 diamonds, he 
without hesitation played a heart to the 9, 
claiming 12 tricks.

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Verhees Nowosadski van Prooijen Kalita

1xd
2♥
4♣
5♣

Pass
Pass
Pass
All Pass

1♠
3♣
4NT*

Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass 

Kalita chose not to preempt, probably 
because of his heart side suit. EW bid to 
5♣, East making a mild slamtry, West 
rejecting, having already showed a strong 
hand with his reverse. Since 5♣ would be 
down, they were right to stay out of it, but 
+600 still meant 13 IMPs to Blass. 

Two boards later, Pepsi shone again:

N / NS

♠
♥
♦
♣

4 
K J 8 7
7 6  
K Q J 9 7 4

♠
♥
♦
♣

Q 7 3
A 9 6 3
K J 4
A 5 2

N
W E

S

♠
♥
♦
♣

K 9 2
Q 4 2
9 8 5 3 2
6 3

♠
♥
♦
♣

A J T 8 6 5
T 5
A Q T  
T 8
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Both tables landed in 3♠ by South. Pepsi 
found the lead of a low heart, not surpri-
singly declarer played low, and East won 
the queen. He returned a spade, Muller 
played the ♠T to West's queen, and Pepsi 
once again had an uncomfortable lead. 
He exited with ♣5, and declarer exited 
with another club, won by West, who now 
cashed the ♥A (just to rub it in) and led a 
diamond to the declarers ten, but dummy 
was dead, so the defense still had a dia-
mond and a spade trick coming for +200.

At the other table West led ♦4, won by 
Kalita as South. He immediately played 
a heart to dummy's king as West ducked. 
Next a diamond to the ace, diamond ruff, 
and the contract was already in much 
better shape than at the other table. 9 
tricks meant 8 IMPs to Blass, up 24 after 
the first 5 boards. 

Three boards later Simon de Wijs was the 
hero on lead. 

Board 8. W / None

♠
♥
♦
♣

Q 5 2 
A J T 8 4
A 7 4
Q 4

♠
♥
♦
♣

A K 7 6
K
K Q J 3
A T 8 5

N
W E

S

♠
♥
♦
♣

J T 8
Q 6 3
T 8 5
K J 9 3

♠
♥
♦
♣

9 4 3
9 7 5 2
9 6 2
7 6 2

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Pepsi de Wijs Blass Muller

1♣
3NT

1♥
All Pass

1♠ Pass

Holding most of the entries in his own 
hand (or at least on the screen), de Wijs led 
the ♥A, followed by the jack, ducked, and 
a third heart. West finessed North for the 
♣Q in the hope of keeping him out in case 
hearts were 6-3, cashed all the clubs and 
now only needed a little luck in the spade 
suit. 
Not this time. Two down meant 11 IMPs 
for Zhao, the contract making 430 in the 
other room after the following auction:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Verhees Nowosadzki van Prooijen Kalita

1♣*(16+)
2NT

1♥
Pass

Pass*
3NT

1♠
All Pass 

1♣ = strong. Pass = 5-7.

Kalita celebrated his Yarborough with 
a babybluff, and as so often is the case, 
his partner was the last one to realise, so 
Nowosadski duly led the 2 of spades. 

Jacek Pszczola - Pepsi
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Our other semifinal, Street vs. De Botton, 
was less swingy. De Botton were up by 9 
(but Street had a C/O of 10, so technically 
there were behind). 
On board 8 Hydes-Hackett got 3NT 
wrongsided, enabling Zatorski to lead a 
heart, so declarer was down 2. 

In the other room Fergani opened the West 
hand 2NT, raised to 3 by his partner, and 
De Botton in North made the natural lead 
of the ♥J. 11 IMPs to Street.

On the following deal another swing came 
along as the EW-pairs had very different 
ambitions. 

N / EW

♠
♥
♦
♣

A T 9 7
Q T 5
T 9  
K 9 5 4

♠
♥
♦
♣

K 6 5 3 2
4
8 7 4 2
A J 6

N
W E

S

♠
♥
♦
♣

4
K 9 8 7 6 2
A K Q 6 3
3

♠
♥
♦
♣

Q J 8
A J 3
J 5  
Q T 8 7 2

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Fergani De Botton Pollack Malinowski

1♠
3♦
3NT

Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

1♥
2♦
3♥
5♦

Pass
Pass
Pass
All Pass

Fergani-Pollack reached the best spot and 
had no problems making +600. 

Meanhile in England...

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Hackett Pachtmann Hydes Zatorski

1♠
Pass
Pass

1♥
2♦*

Pass
All Pass

The normally happy bidders both had 
extra and stranded on the second floor. 
2♦ was limited, however I still think West 
owed him another bid.

Praise be, we found a good Sjoert-board!

S / EW

♠
♥
♦
♣

7 5 2
Q J 7 5 4
Q 9  
K Q 8

♠
♥
♦
♣

K Q 9 8
T
T 8 7 6 4 2
A 9

N
W E

S

♠
♥
♦
♣

A J T 4
6 3 2
A J 5
J 7 5

♠
♥
♦
♣

6 3
A K 9 8
K 3  
T 6 4 3 2

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Verhees Nowosadzki van Prooijen Kalita

Pass
Pass
All Pass

1♥
2♥* (min)

Pass
Pass

Pass
2♣* 
3♥ 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Brink Zhao Drijver Muller

Pass
Dble

1♥
Pass

Pass
4♠

Pass
4♥
All Pass

Sjoert boldly went where his countryman 
had not gone before. 140 +620 = 13 IMPs 
for Blass. 



Love or Hate Playing Bridge Online? 
We want to hear your views

How has your life as a bridge player changed and what challenges do you face?

Please share your lockdown experiences of bridge by 
emailing bamsa@stir.ac.uk

One off accounts or weekly/monthly diary entries 
are welcomed by players of all ages from all countri-
es - pros, teachers, club owners or service providers.

It doesn’t have to take long and will be of use for 
understanding the short-term and longer term 
impacts of the current situation for the bridge 
community. 

For more info see:
https://keepbridgealive.bridgecloud.com/about/
bridge-in-the-time-of-covid-19

”I’m busier now than I’ve ever 
been in the real world.”

- Alex Hydes

https://keepbridgealive.bridgecloud.com/about/bridge-in-the-time-of-covid-19
https://keepbridgealive.bridgecloud.com/about/bridge-in-the-time-of-covid-19
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When are you going to get married?  

- Never, happy with things.
 
What do you do when you don’t play bridge, 
and have you taken up any new activities 
during corona? 

- I trade stocks, like to fish if possible and 
one new thing during corona is watcing 
series (Action, crime and fantasy). Luckily 
its opened up a bit so I can go have lunch 
with friends again too.
 
How would you describe corona lockdown 
compared to being in jail? 

- I will always prefer home, although being 
in jail was simply being back in the army. 
In jail there are no computers or phones, 
and it was actually not bad to stay offline 
for two months. But its good to be back 
online anyway. 
One similarity with jail and corona is no 
live bridge, hope thats get back to normal 
soon!
 
What is the funniest thing you experienced 
while you were locked up? 

- Not sure there was much fun going on, 
but enjoyed visits from Jessica and fri-
ends. I did think it was funny having to 
save some money to get a haircut though 
☺ (getting paid a small amount for work 
every day, to use in the kiosk or phonecalls 
etc).
 
What was the worst part about being in 
jail?

- Not being free.

How would you describe your inmates com-
pared to bridge players? 

- Less smart, and a lot younger on average.
 
Did you make any new friends you are still 
in contact with? 

- No, but got a few followers on FB
 
This is Alex Hydes’ question for you.
How have you handled the pressure of all 
the public ups and downs?

- Very easy, simply avoided reading news-
papers and had great friends around me. 
Really cant think of anyone not being sup-
portive and kind to me. Even journalists 
making contact wanted to write positi-
vely. Never made an interview though, so 
Christina is the first to get some words, not 
that she needs someone to talk for her...☺ 
 
Who do you want to partner, kiss, kill bet-
ween Tor Helness, Jeff Meckstroth and Eric 
Rodwell?
 
- Not too tough actually, kiss Eric as he got 
the looks. I have partnered Tor for so long, 
and have sometimes surely wanted to kill 
him, maybe now is the time ☺. Partner Jeff 
for fun, speed and results.

Did you get any tattoos in jail? If not, if you 
were to have 1, what and where would it be? 

- Tattoos always been completely out of 
the question for me.

Victim of the Day
Geir Helgemo

by Christina Lund Madsen



 Who from the Alt Mixed do you  think 
should be the next victim for questioning in 
the bulletin? 
Tell us something you would like to know 
about this person.

- Lets try Marion, and I´m wondering how 
Johan is keeping up with little Oscar when 
he is stuck at home and Marion is playing 
bridge?
And also how she got into bridge and 
decided to turn pro.

Geir Helgemo
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RR's Brilliant Duck 

This deal from the first session of the final 
caught my eye. Do you think it qualifies 
for inclusion in my long-running series of 
Misplay articles?

Board 10. Dealer East. All Vul.

  ♠ T 7
  ♥ T
  ♦ A J 6 4 3
  ♣ T 9 7 6 4
♠ A J 9 5 2    ♠ K
♥ Q J 5 3    ♥ A 9 8 2
♦ K T     ♦ 9 8 7 5 2
♣ A K    ♣ J 8 5
  ♠ Q 8 6 4 3
  ♥ K 7 6 4
  ♦ Q
  ♣ Q 3 2

Open room

Pszczola l'Ecuyer Blass Street

— — Pass Pass

1♣* Pass 1♥ Pass

2♦* Pass 2♠* Pass

4♥ All Pass

1♣ Polish, weak notrump, or 15+, 5+♣ or 18+
1♥ Natural, 7+
2♦ 18+ at least 3♥
2♠ 4♥ and minimum

South led the ♦Q, covered by the king and 
ace and North returned the ♥10. Declarer 
let that run to South's king and he won 
the heart return with the eight as North 
pitched the ♦3. When declarer continued 
with dummy's ♦5, South alertly ruffed 

and exited with a trump, declarer win-
ning with dummy's ace as North pitched 
a club. Declarer unblocked the ♠K, came 
to dummy with a club, cashed the ♠A and 
followed that with the ♠J. When North 
discarded, declarer could have pitched a 
minor suit card to escape for one down, 
but when he ruffed he was two down, 
-200.

There was a route to ten tricks!
Declarer must win the ♥T with the ace, 
unblock the ♠K, come to hand with a club, 
cash the ♠A, ruff a spade, get back with a 
club, ruff another spade, ruff a club, and 
ruff a spade. That adds up to nine tricks 
and the ♥QJ represent the game going 
trick.
Even if North has a doubleton heart, rising 
with the ace and cross-ruffing will result 
in ten tricks.

Closed room

Fergani Nowosadzki Pollack Kalita

— — Pass Pass

1♠ Pass 1NT Pass

2♥ Pass 3♥ Pass

4♥ All Pass

Here West was declarer and North led the 
♣9. Declarer won with the ace, crossed to 
the ♠K, came to hand with a club, cashed 
the ♠A and played another spade. North 
ruffed in with the ♥10 and declarer over-
ruffed with dummy's ace and played a 
diamond for the queen, king and ace. 

By Mark Horton



North exited with a club and declarer 
ruffed and played the ♦10. North withheld 
the jack and South ruffed, cashed the ♥K 
and exited with a heart, leaving declarer a 
trick short.
That was a little unlucky, as if trumps had 
been 3-2 declarer would have been able 
to survive, overruffing the ♥10 with dum-
my's ace and playing a diamond.

The Rueful Rabbit would have made 4♥!
Having crossed to dummy with a spade he 
plays a diamond and when South's queen 
appears, RR, as attentive as ever, follows 
with the ten! South tries exiting with a 
trump, but RR plays the queen and then 
does the thing he enjoys most, cross-ruf-
fing spades and clubs, eventually arriving 
at a tenth trick with the ♥J.

Kamel Fergani - Fred Pollack
Photo: ACBL

  Click on the image below and 
watch a promotion video for 

bridge funded by the WBF and 
Bridge: A MindSport for All 
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1 Club vs. 2 Clubs    By Martin Cantor

- 9 -

Strong club systems enjoy the reputation 
of being better at managing strong hands. 
This early board from the final exempli-
fied how true that is, especially when the 
minors suits predominate. And whereas 
Precision and similar systems often suffer 
from very aggressive intervention, Polish 
Club is less prone to, since the opponents 
don’t know that the opening bid is neces-
sarily strong - in fact it is most frequently 
a weak no trump hand.

Board 5. N / NS

♠
♥
♦
♣

4
J T 4 3
9 7 4 3
J T 8 7

♠
♥
♦
♣

J 8 5 2  
8 5 2
K J 6
K 9 4

N
W E

S

♠
♥
♦
♣

A K 7
A
A Q T 5 2
A Q 5 3

♠
♥
♦
♣

Q T 9 6 3
K Q 9 7 6
8
6 2

Where the Street team had the big hands, 
this was the auction:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Fergani Nowosadzki Pollack Kalita

— Pass 2♣ Pass

2♦ Pass 2NT* Pass

3♣* Pass 3♦* Pass

3♥* Pass 3NT All Pass

2NT showed a balanced 22-24 (what else 
would you bid?) and a puppet auction 
ended in 3NT, with diamonds never menti-
oned in a natural sense. 

Kalita led the ♥Q and declarer took all the 
tricks when Nowosadzki discarded a club 
and Kalita a spade too many. The Blass 
team’s Polish Club auction in the other 
room was more effective.

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Pepsi L’Ecuyer Blass Street

— Pass 1♣* Pass

1♠ Pass 2♦* Pass

2♠* Pass 3♦ Pass

4♦ Pass 4NT Pass

5♦* Pass 5♥ Dbl

Pass* Pass 6♦ All Pass

The opening bid showed a weak NT or 
natural clubs 15+ or any 18+ hand. 2♦ 
showed the big hand with at least 3 card 
spade support and asked for more infor-
mation. 2♠ showed a four card suit with 
7-9 hcp. 

When Blass showed his diamond suit 
Pepsi did well to support, although there 
weren’t many attractive alternatives. 

Blass spent a long time on his next bid, 
presumably choosing between a 4♥ cue 
and an ace ask. The cue looks better to me, 
allowing partner to show a club control, 
but he opted for keycard. When he heard 
one ace he went back into the tank, and 
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emerged with 5♥, some kind of grand 
slam try. 

Street’s double gave Pepsi the chance to 
pass, denying both the diamond and spade 
queens. That ended Blass’s grand slam 
ambitions.

The slam is extremely good. Any of 3-3 
in either black suit, or queen doubleton 
spade, or queen of spades in South, or 
jack-ten stiff of clubs will see it make 
(the option of drawing just two rounds 
of trumps then trying to ruff the fourth 
round of clubs is much worse odds, though 
that too works here). 

After the ♥K lead, Blass went for the best 
line. He drew trumps and played three 

rounds of spades, claiming when the 
queen appeared. 

The 9 IMPs to Blass was the biggest swing 
of a low-scoring first set that ended with 
Blass leading 20-10.

Street struck back in the second set 43-28, 
being 5 IMPs up before the last 12 boards, 
however Blass rallied 36-3 in the last set to 
win comfortably by 84-56. 

This is the first win for Blass in the Alt 
Invitational. After a strong performance 
Street has to wait a week before giving it 
another shot at the title.

Team Blass 
(Not pictured: Brink-Drijver)
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Teams / Players / Nicknames

Team Blass
Jacek Pszczola  pikolo
Josef Blass   bljosef
Jacek Kalita   bridge24jk
Michal Nowosadzki  bridge24mn
Sjoert Brink   sjoertBr
Bas Drijver   BasDr

Team Israel Open
Michael Barel   mich-b
Yaniv Zack   Yanivz
Ilan Herbst   ilanh
Ophir Herbst   herbst
Ilan Bareket   bareket
Asaf Lengy   lengy
Amir Levin   amiri
Yossi Roll   sroch 

Team Smart Shots
Jeff Meckstroth  jjmeck
Geir Helgemo   Micelle45
Cédric Lorenzini  pierced
Thomas Bessis  malpaluche
Alexandre Allard  smartalexx

Team Donner
Gary Donner   Gdonnersc1
Cecilia Rimstedt  cillar
Sandra Rimstedt  Sandria
Marion Michielsen  Lady007
Per-Ola Cullin  pocken
Adam Grossack  Nevereast
Anam Tebha   AnamTebha

Team De Botton
Jason Hackett  mutton
Alexander Hydes  itsgrim
Janet de Botton  capt Lulu
Arthur Malinowski  malisuper
Thor Erik Hoftaniska  kasper20
Thomas Charlsen  tcharlsen 

Team Street
Nicolas L’Ecuyer  caucase
Paul Street   Boulevard1
Ron Pachtman  ronpa
Piotr Zatorski   dzeronimo
Fred Pollack   Fredp
Kamel Fergani  fergani

Team Ventin
Johan Upmark  mostovoi
Fredrik Nystrom  nystrom
Frederic Wrang  fly21
António Palma  Apalma
Joaquin Pacareu  paca1987
Carlos Fernandez  carlitosf
Jose Creuheras  pepeti
Juan-Carlos Ventin  phave

Team Zhao
Zhao Chen   zhaochen
Liu Jing   LiuJing
Bauke Muller   beukertje
Simon de Wijs  sm1
Louk Verhees   loukie
Ricco van Prooijen  riccovp

How to kibitz the Alt Invitational on BBO
As in the previous editions of the Alt Invitational, we expect thousands of spectators on BBO. Even 
though the Alt is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your favourites.   
You simply search for your favorite player’s nickname and join his or her table. 

If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Bas Dri-
jver ’BasDr’, click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see him online, you 
can click on him and take a seat at his table (assuming the tournament allows it). See you on BBO! 



The second issue of BeBRIDGE is a blockbuster, with feature length
articles on the impact of COVID-19 and the affinity between Chess

and Bridge. We take a trip to the island of Madeira, home of one of the
great bridge Festivals, and enjoy the latest monastic tale from the

master story-teller, David Bird. Alain Lévy shows you how to improve
your opening leads and Philippe Cronier starts a new series.

It couldn't be simpler, go on: 
https://us.lebridgeur.com

 

You can also subscribe by phone at +33 (0)1 42 96 87 34 
or by email at abonnement@lebridgeur.com

 

Once you subscribe to BeBRIDGE, you will be able to access and download
your magazine anytime on your computer and tablet.

THE NEW ONLINE

MAGAZINE 

FOR BRIDGE

ADDICTS 

WANT TO SUBSCRIBE?

WHAT'S NEXT?
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1. Random hands www.bid72.com/random-boards/

✔ unilimited number of interesting boards, with and without competitive bidding
✔ ranking and rating
✔ fit for any system at any level

3 weeks free trial (no strings attached)

1 month USD 3.49 / 12 months USD 28.99

2. Topic boards www.bid72.com/topics/

✔ a set of Topic boards is dedicated to a specific piece of bridge theory
✔ each set contains appr. 100 boards ready to bid in-app
✔ 3 levels of themes: starter/club/expert
✔ popular themes: Jacoby Transfers, Check-Back Stayman, Gazzilli
✔ sheets with preferred methods designed by the world’s best players and teachers

1 Topic costs 100 Bid Points 

1oo Bid Points USD 1.99/ 500 Bid Points USD 6.99/ 1000 Bid Points USD 12.99

3. Bidding contests www.bid72.com/bidding-contest/

✔ for bridgeclubs and communities
✔ each month 8 new boards in-app
✔ results and handrecords

free service for users with a bid72 account (even in trial)

4. Create your own boards www.bid72.com/create-and-upload-your-own-boards/

✔ create and upload your own boards to bid72
✔ for players, teachers and coaches to practice themed boards with partners and classes

check the link above for (low) costs

5. Basic education www.bid72.com/teachers/

✔ sets of practice boards for starters
✔ relevant powerpoints presentations
✔ feedback to teachers
✔ teachers follow their own rithm and plan

free service for students with bid72 account (even in trial)

discount for teachers on their bid72 account

www.bid72.com / info@bid72.com

big 5
These are the 5 pillars of bid72, the premium app on bridge bidding. 
Download bid72 from the App Store or Google Play and you are good to go.

http://bid72.com

