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Face off - Street vs. Blass
Blass barely survived the cut, but as so often seen are now in the final against Street, who have been
performing convincingly thorughout the event.
Paul Street is also the man who originally got the idea for the first Alt Invitational. He has yet to win the
event, having lost the final to De Botton in the second
Alt, but yesterday that defeat was revenged.
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Street enters the final with a solid carry over of 0.1 IMPs.
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Exit De Botton		
Yesterday we said goodbye to De Botton,
winners of the Alt II. They lost in the semifinal to Street by 37-56 IMPs.

By Christina Lund Madsen

spades 2-2, Hoftaniska could set up his
diamonds and even make an overtrick,
since the defense had not cashed their ♥A
when in. +690 on their 11 hcp combined.

The team has been entertaining to watch,
and this board from round 5 was no excep- Note that a trump lead would not have
tion:
beaten the contract. The way to beat it is to
shorten South before the diamonds are set
W / None
up, which is indeed what happened at the
other table:
♠ AKT54

♠
♥
♦
♣

Q6
AQ98
87
AQJ87

♥ T742
♦4
♣ 432
N
W

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

8732
5
KJT9632
5

♠
♥
♦
♣

J9
KJ63
AQ5
KT96

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Hackett

Bareket

Hydes

Lengy

1♣

1♠

Dble

2♣*

3♥

Pass

4♥

4♠

Dble

All Pass

The auction was much more informative
from all sides compared to the other table
plus played by North.

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Barel

Charlsen

Zack

Hoftaniska

1NT

2♣*

Dble

4♠

Pass

Pass

Dble

All Pass

2♣ showed both majors, and Hoftaniska
went all in with 4♠.
Barel had a difficult lead, but with an
assumed 9-cardfit or more on little values,
a trump probably looked best. However he
found the unfortunate lead of the ♦8.
Zack immediately shifted to a trump, but
Hoftaniska won, played a club to West,
who returned another trump, but with

Hydes led ♥6 to his partner's ace, and
seeing the scary diamonds in dummy
and his own spadeholding, West switched
to the ♣A, then queen, in an attempt to
tap dummy before the diamond suit was
established.
Declarer ruffed and led a spade to his king
and a diamond towards the dummy. East
went up with the ace, and now the time
had come to play a trump, since he could
see, declarer no longer had the tempo to
set up diamonds.
Bareket could not escape for less than
down 2 for -300, so it was 14 IMPs for De
Botton.
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Results / Ranking
Round 7

IMPs

VPs

The Hunt for a good Sjoert-board

Blass - Smart shots

29 - 71

2.64 - 17.36

Street - Israel Open

31 - 36

8.77 - 11.23

De Botton - Ventin

44 - 32

12.75 - 7.25

Sjoert, the mastermind behind the Alt
events, sent me an email yesterday:
"Christina, if you publish boards with me
everyday, please one time a good board...."

Zhao - Donner

41 - 45

9.01 - 10.99

After Round 7

VPs

1. Street

81.71

2. Zhao

79.77

3. De Botton

76.86

4. Blass

75.31

5. Ventin

74.77

6. Smart Shots

65.87

7. Israel Open

61.57

8. Donner

44.14

Semifinals

C/O

IMPs

Total

Street

10.1

56

66.1

37

37

44

50.1

73

73

De Botton
Zhao
Blass

6.1

So I sat down to watch Blass vs. Smart
Shots in round 7. Smart Shots had no shots
left ti fire at the top 4, Blass were second.
I waited in vain. Smart Shots were a few
imps away from sending Blass to the fridge for more white wine, but De Botton saved them by defeating Ventin just enough
for Blass to squeeze in on 4th place despite a 2.64-17.36 loss to Smart Shots.
After the match Sjoert got a text from a
close family member:
"Sjoert, you are cheating on BBO. It is
impossible to do nothing right if you
don't know the cards. You must have seen
them."
Let's see if Sjoert can make a good board
today.
You can find all bulletins on
netbridge.online.
To see results from the final and previous
rounds, click the link below.

Alt results

Rules and regulations
The numbers 1 through 4 from the round-robin will go to the semifinals. In case of a tie in victory points:
1. the mutual result will decide
2. still equal: the most ’wins’ (BAM-ish) will decide.
3. after that: the team with the highest IMP score on a board will go
through
Team number 1 may choose its opponent between 3 and 4. The captain will mail to info@netbridge.online their
choice within an hour after the round-robin is finished. If late, then matches will be: 1 versus 4 and 2 versus 3.
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A Reversal Rarity		
Twice a week the Dutch Bridge Federation
broadcasts “BridgeTV” starring Team
Orange members Tim Verbeek and Simon
de Wijs. The program is aimed at intermediate players. Thursday afternoon this
hand was discussed:
S / EW

♠
♥
♦
♣

J62
84
QT85
JT86

♠
♥
♦
♣

AK73
963
74
AQ42
N
W

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

♠
♥
♦
♣

By Toine van Hoof

S / All

♠
♥
♦
♣

A8762
A32
JT85
2

♠
♥
♦
♣

N
W

T8
AT 7 5 2
A93
K73

4♥ by South. West leads a trump.
De Wijs demonstrated how trying to
ruff a diamond in dummy or relying on
the clubs to break doesn’t work. Then he
presented the solution: a dummy reversal.
South ducks the first trick. East plays
another heart to the ace. Declarer cashes
♠A-K, ruffs a spade in hand, crosses to
♣A, ruffs a second spade, cashes ♣K and
plays a club to the queen. If East doesn’t
ruff, declarer ruffs the fourth club and if
he does declarer will score a diamond ruff
as his tenth trick. De Wijs stated that a
dummy reversal with a five-three fit is a
rarity and is certainly not easy to spot at
the table.
One hour later in the BBO match ZhaoDonner this hand came up:

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

Q954
KQJ
KJ62
95

754
AK74
QJT843

♠
♥
♦
♣

KQJ3
KT98
32
765

T954
QJ6
Q96
AK9

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Cullin

De Wijs

Michielsen

Muller

–
1♠
3♠
All pass

–
2♥2
4♣

–
3♦3
Pass

1♦1
Pass
5♣

1. 2+♦, 11-15 2. 5+♣, 9+ 3. mixed raise
On a non-spade lead 5♣ by North cannot
be made, but East can hardly be blamed
for leading ♠K. With the lesson he gave
to his Dutch audience in mind, De Wijs
quickly found the winning line. He ruffed
and advanced a heart. West took ♥J with
the ace and scared declarer by returning a
heart to his partner’s king. However, when
he followed suit on the third heart, De Wijs
was safe. He ruffed a spade, crossed to ♣9,
ruffed another spade, crossed to ♣K and
ruffed his last spade with the ♣Q. He now
entered the dummy with the ♦Q to draw
the last trump and claimed the rest with
the ♦A-K.
At the other table South made 10 tricks in
4♣: 10 imps to team Zhao.
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Love or Hate Playing Bridge Online?
We want to hear your views
How has your life as a bridge player changed and what challenges do you face?
Please share your lockdown experiences of bridge by
emailing bamsa@stir.ac.uk
One off accounts or weekly/monthly diary entries
are welcomed by players of all ages from all countries - pros, teachers, club owners or service providers.
It doesn’t have to take long and will be of use for
understanding the short-term and longer term
impacts of the current situation for the bridge
community.
For more info see:
https://keepbridgealive.bridgecloud.com/about/
bridge-in-the-time-of-covid-19

”I’m busier now than I’ve ever
been in the real world.”
- Alex Hydes

Victim of the Day

by Christina Lund Madsen

Alex Hydes

So i dropped out of that and decided to
apply to UCL, a good university in London.
I even bought an apartment next to UCL in
anticipation.
Unfortunately I failed to realise that you
couldn't apply at the end of the year like to
lesser universities. So there was no space
when I applied. Instead, I got accepted to
Tell us your 3 favourite hobbies.
Goldsmith's College, which was ironically
- Cinema, walking as long as there are no
near Greenwich.
hills, but mainly playing games. I call my
flat the Temple of Geekdom because I've got So I was now travelling across London, to
where I used to live, from the flat I just
about 60 board games.
bought. So I dropped out of that too.
How old are you, where do you live and how
many girl/boyfriends do you currently have?
- I'm 40 years old. I live most of the time in
Croatia, but I fly back to England once or
twice a month for bridge.
Girlfriend... just the one.

What is your favourite English recipe
(Cedric's question for you)?
- English breakfast. The only useful English
contribution to world cuisine. Particularly
because we have better bacon and sausages
than in Croatia. Or at least we import good
bacon from Denmark.
What jobs did you have outside of bridge?
- Outside bridge I worked for two years trading options on the German stock market.
Do you have any education?
- I went to university three times.
First time I did philosophy, politics and
economics at Oxford. I did finish, but I was
very lazy and uninterested.
After i quit my job I had free time, so I wanted to do something more interesting for
me - that's psychology.
So I enrolled at the University of Greenwich
in London, Greenwich being close to where
I lived.
Unfortunately I hadn't done any research
and it transpired that they had two campuses, the one for psychology being half way
to the coast.

Is there something you have done during
corona you have never done before?
- As it's so long since I had a normal job, my
normal life is like virus lockdown - sitting
at home all day and ordering food for delivery. So I've not really done anything different. I normally play games every night
with friends though. We haven't been doing
that.
What is the most memorable moment so far
in your life with bridge?
- Winning the Vanderbilt. I hadn't been
nervous till we got to the final. I'd just been
waiting to lose. Then when we were in the
final, I thought "wow, we could actually
win this", and it hit me.
Then I did a couple of stupid things in the
final I wouldn't have done under normal
circumstances. I was in a total daze afterwards. There's a photo of us being presented with the Vanderbilt trophy. I can't
remember that happening at all.
Who do you want to partner, kiss, kill between Malinowski, Jason Hackett and Hoftaniska?
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The moment from his Vanderbilt victory in 2019 that Alex does not recall.
Photo: ACBL/Francesca Canali

- Kiss malinowski. He's got a certain
roguish charm. Partner Hackett, well I am.
And sadly that means Thor Erik is for the
chop.
If you could change one major thing in your
life, what would it be?
- If i could lose my fat belly without actually having to do anything, that would be
nice.
If you were to have a piercing, where would it
be?
- I would like a cock piercing. I'm just
scared.
I do have a tattoo from the Greek Islands
bridge festival in Rhodes after a few drinks
too many. Everyone hates it but I like it.
Who do you think should be the next victim
for questioning in the Alt bulletin?
Tell us something you would like to know
about this person.
- Geir Helgemo. I would like to know how
he's handled the pressure of all the public
ups and downs.
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Click on the image below and
watch a promotion video for
bridge funded by the WBF and
Bridge: A MindSport for All

Speed of Lightning
Walking along the sun-drenched streets
of Shrewsbury shortly before the start of
the match between Blass and Smart Shots,
I started thinking about a possible title
for today's article. Over the previous few
days I had been looking back at a revue of
The Rodwell Files by IBPA President Barry
Rigal, which included a reference to a play
that is designed to take an opponent by
surprise. It is called Speed of Lightning.
Imagine my surprise when one declarer
implemented this very move on the first
deal:
Board 1. Dealer North. None Vul.

♠
♥
♦
♣

J5
A975
A8
T8763

A97
KT8

♠
♥
♦
♣

KT97
AQJ

♠
♥
♦
♣

N
W

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

K6
QJ632
J652
92

QT8432
4
Q53
K54

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Meckstroth

Drijver

Bessis

Brink

1♣

1♠

Dble*

Rdbl

1NT

2♠

Pass

Pass

Dble*

Pass

3♥

All Pass

1♦
Rdbl
1NT
Dble

By Mark Horton

2+♦
2♠, values
15-17
Takeout

West led the ♠J and declarer won in hand
and played a heart to the king followed by
the ♥10.
When West ducked, declarer was in
trouble. His next move was a Rodwellian
'Speed of Lightning' play, the ♦10.
Naturally East did not put in the queen,
and West won with the ace and returned
a spade. Declarer went up with dummy's
ace and played a heart, so West won and
switched to a club. Declarer took dummy's
ace and cashed the ♦K, but when the
queen failed to drop he could not avoid
one down, subsequently losing a further
trick in each minor and suffering a trump
promotion.
Having won the second spade, declarer
can get home by playing a third round of
the suit, discarding a club from hand, a
delightful loser-on-loser play. East wins,
but has no good move. A spade offers up
a ruff and discard, a diamond gives up a
trick in the suit, and a club allows declarer
to win and play a heart.
In due course declarer will return to hand
with a club ruff to draw the outstanding
trump.
East could have ensured the defeat of the
contract by rising with the ♦Q - a difficult
but perhaps not impossible play to find
given West had indicated some values.
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One last thing, after winning trick two
with the ♥K, declarer can cash the ♠A and
play a third spade, pitching a club. If East
now returns a spade, declarer might even
score ten tricks!
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Pszczola

Lorenzini

Blass

Allard

—
2♠

1NT
3♥

2♦*
All Pass

2♥

2♦ Multi Landy
West led the ♠J and Allard won with
dummy's ace, preserving the spade entry
and set about the trump suit. West ducked
twice, won the third round and exited
with a spade. Declarer won, drew the
outstanding trump and played a club to
the jack. East won, but he had not been
able to keep enough spades to threaten the
contract and declarer had time to knock
out the ♦A for +140 and 5 IMPs.

Josef Blass

Blass lost the match 2.64 - 17.36, but since
De Botton beat Ventin, Blass finished 4th
with little more than half a VP's distance
to Ventin in fifth place. As often happens,
Blass won their semifinal convincingly
and are ready for today's final.

Fighting for Fourth
Going into the final round Ventin in fourth
place were just under 4.5 VPs ahead of de
Botton, and it looked as though the two of
them would be slugging it out for the final
place in the semi-finals. We didn’t have to
wait long for the slugging to start.
Board 2. E / EW

♠
♥
♦
♣

AK842
AQJ2
K8
AT

♠
♥
♦
♣

753
64
JT7432
J7
N
W

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

JT9
KT3
96
KQ963

By Martin Cantor

The main question was whether the East
West pairs would bid the making (and
odds-on) heart slam.
Hackett and Hydes didn’t, but Hydes made
12 tricks in comfort, discarding a club on
the third diamond when Wrang ruffed,
then taking the heart finesse.
Things went differently in the other room
where neither major got a natural mention, and the final contract is one that no
one would have predicted.

♠
♥
♦
♣

Q6
9875
AQ5
8542

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Hackett

Palma

Hydes

Wrang

—

—

Pass

Pass

1♠

Pass

1NT

Pass

2♣*

Pass

2♦*

Pass

2NT*

Pass

3♣*

Pass

3♠*

Pass

4♥

All Pass

2♣ Gazzilli
2♦ Positive
2N Any 5422 or exactly 5244
3♣ Asks
3♠ 5422
		

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Nystrom

Charlsen

Upmark

Hoftaniska

—

—

—

Pass

1♣*

Pass

1♥*

Pass

1♠*

Pass

2♣*

Dbl

Pass*

Pass

Rdbl*

All Pass

1♣ 16+
1♥+ artificial GF
1♠ relay
2♣ no 5c-suit & 4-5 zz pts (A=3,K=2, Q=1)
Pass relay
RD doubleton in a major
North lead a heart into declarer’s tenace,
which hardly harmed him. With all the
outside tricks, Nystrom went about getting rid of the opponents’ trumps, playing
ckA and another.
Hoftaniska helped him in this enterprise
by overtaking the second round and drawing two more rounds. So declarer just
played winners and claimed his overtrick
for a score of +760.
Ventin gained 5 IMPs instead of losing 7 if
the other room had bid the slam.
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Simon de Wijs

Board 7. S / All

♠
♥
♦
♣

A8762
A32
JT85
2

♠
♥
♦
♣

—
754
AK74
QJT843
N
W

E
S

♠
♥
♦
♣

T954
QJ6
Q96
AK9

♠
♥
♦
♣

KQJ3
KT98
32
765

then double finessed in diamonds, gaining
14 IMPs against the 3NT-3.

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

Hackett

Palma

Hydes

Wrang

—

—

—

1♣*

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

1♠

3♣*

3♠

4♣

Nystrom

Charlsen

Upmark

Hoftaniska

Pass

5♣

All Pass

—

—

—

Pass

Pass

3♣

Pass

Pass

Dbl

Pass

3♥

All Pass

1♣ 2+
3♣ 10-11 6 cd suit
4♣ not discussed
At first glance this is a level too high with
two hearts and a diamond to lose. But on
the lead of the ♠A, declarer can make on
a dummy reversal (as demonstrated by
Simon de Wijs for team Zhao in the previous article "A Reversal Rarity").
Here declarer drew trumps, then played
hearts, hoping for diamonds to come in for
no losers or some fairly remote squeeze
possibilities. One down.
Fergani for team Street also made 5♣; Ilan
Herbst of Israel Open led the ♦J, so Fergani
won with the queen and drew trumps,

In the other room we had the rare sight
of a world class player passing a 12 count,
and that led to a different auction, where
reasonable actions meant EW eschewing a
9 card fit in favour of a 7 card fit.
Upmark ran into an early spade ruff, lost
control, and finished down three. Lose 9
instead of gaining 7 if 5♣ had been made.
De Botton won by 12 IMPs, 12.75 - 7.25,
enough to leapfrog Ventin who almost
scraped into the semis when Blass suffered
a big defeat, but Blass did just enough.
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Teams / Players / Nicknames
Team Blass
Jacek Pszczola
Josef Blass 		
Jacek Kalita 		
Michal Nowosadzki
Sjoert Brink 		
Bas Drijver 		

pikolo
bljosef
bridge24jk
bridge24mn
sjoertBr
BasDr

Team Israel Open
Michael Barel 		
Yaniv Zack 		
Ilan Herbst 		
Ophir Herbst 		
Ilan Bareket 		
Asaf Lengy 		
Amir Levin 		
Yossi Roll 		

mich-b
Yanivz
ilanh
herbst
bareket
lengy
amiri
sroch

Team Smart Shots
Jeff Meckstroth
Geir Helgemo 		
Cédric Lorenzini
Thomas Bessis
Alexandre Allard

jjmeck
Micelle45
pierced
malpaluche
smartalexx

Team Donner
Gary Donner 		
Cecilia Rimstedt
Sandra Rimstedt
Marion Michielsen
Per-Ola Cullin
Adam Grossack
Anam Tebha 		

Gdonnersc1
cillar
Sandria
Lady007
pocken
Nevereast
AnamTebha

Team De Botton
Jason Hackett
Alexander Hydes
Janet de Botton
Arthur Malinowski
Thor Erik Hoftaniska
Thomas Charlsen

mutton
itsgrim
capt Lulu
malisuper
kasper20
tcharlsen

Team Street
Nicolas L’Ecuyer
Paul Street 		
Ron Pachtman
Piotr Zatorski 		
Fred Pollack 		
Kamel Fergani

caucase
Boulevard1
ronpa
dzeronimo
Fredp
fergani

Team Ventin
Johan Upmark
Fredrik Nystrom
Frederic Wrang
António Palma
Joaquin Pacareu
Carlos Fernandez
Jose Creuheras
Juan-Carlos Ventin

mostovoi
nystrom
fly21
Apalma
paca1987
carlitosf
pepeti
phave

Team Zhao
Zhao Chen 		
Liu Jing 		
Bauke Muller 		
Simon de Wijs
Louk Verhees 		
Ricco van Prooijen

zhaochen
LiuJing
beukertje
sm1
loukie
riccovp

How to kibitz the Alt Invitational on BBO
As in the previous editions of the Alt Invitational, we expect thousands of spectators on BBO. Even
though the Alt is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your favourites.
You simply search for your favorite player’s nickname and join his or her table.
If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Bas Drijver ’BasDr’, click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see him online, you
can click on him and take a seat at his table (assuming the tournament allows it). See you on BBO!
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THE NEW ONLINE
MAGAZINE
FOR BRIDGE
ADDICTS
WHAT'S NEXT?
The second issue of BeBRIDGE is a blockbuster, with feature length
articles on the impact of COVID-19 and the affinity between Chess
and Bridge. We take a trip to the island of Madeira, home of one of the
great bridge Festivals, and enjoy the latest monastic tale from the
master story-teller, David Bird. Alain Lévy shows you how to improve
your opening leads and Philippe Cronier starts a new series.

WANT TO SUBSCRIBE?
It couldn't be simpler, go on:

https://us.lebridgeur.com
You can also subscribe by phone at +33 (0)1 42 96 87 34
or by email at abonnement@lebridgeur.com
Once you subscribe to BeBRIDGE, you will be able to access and download
your magazine anytime on your computer and tablet.

How to kibitz the Alt Invitational on BBO
As in the previous editions of the Alt Invitational, we expect thousands of spectators on BBO. Even
though the Alt is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your favourites.
You simply search for your favorite player’s nickname and join his or her table.
If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Bas Drijver ’BasDr’, click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see ham online, you
can click on him and take a seat at his table (assuming the tournament allows it). See you on BBO!

www.bid72.com / info@bid72.com

big 5
These are the 5 pillars of bid72, the premium app on bridge bidding.
Download bid72 from the App Store or Google Play and you are good to go.

1. Random hands www.bid72.com/random-boards/
✔ unilimited number of interesting boards, with and without competitive bidding
✔ ranking and rating
✔ fit for any system at any level
3 weeks free trial (no strings attached)
1 month USD 3.49 / 12 months USD 28.99

2. Topic boards www.bid72.com/topics/
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

a set of Topic boards is dedicated to a specific piece of bridge theory
each set contains appr. 100 boards ready to bid in-app
3 levels of themes: starter/club/expert
popular themes: Jacoby Transfers, Check-Back Stayman, Gazzilli
sheets with preferred methods designed by the world’s best players and teachers
1 Topic costs 100 Bid Points
1oo Bid Points USD 1.99/ 500 Bid Points USD 6.99/ 1000 Bid Points USD 12.99

3. Bidding contests www.bid72.com/bidding-contest/
✔ for bridgeclubs and communities
✔ each month 8 new boards in-app
✔ results and handrecords
free service for users with a bid72 account (even in trial)

4. Create your own boards www.bid72.com/create-and-upload-your-own-boards/
✔ create and upload your own boards to bid72
✔ for players, teachers and coaches to practice themed boards with partners and classes
check the link above for (low) costs

5. Basic education www.bid72.com/teachers/
✔
✔
✔
✔

sets of practice boards for starters
relevant powerpoints presentations
feedback to teachers
teachers follow their own rithm and plan
free service for students with bid72 account (even in trial)
discount for teachers on their bid72 account

