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Introducing Alt Mixed
As the flowers in spring, online bridge is blossoming and so is 
the Alt. We are happy to introduce the ALT MIXED next week. The 
tournament has the same concept as the Alt Invitational; 8 invi-
ted mixed teams, including all your favourite players, will com-
pete from Monday May 18th and conclude with the final on Friday 
the 22nd. 

As it has become the Alt tradtition, the teams will introduce 
themselves with short videos, so check

 https://www.netbridge.online/Alt-Mix/ 

Here you can also see the participating teams. 

Today’s Schedule Round 3 & 4
Tuesday May 12  Tuesday May 12
10.00 EDT/16.00 CET  14.00 EDT/20.00 CET

Donner - Street  Blass - Israel Open
Israel Open - Zhao  Street - Ventin
Blass - Ventin   Donner - De Botton
Smart Shots - De Botton Smart Shots - Zhao 
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Important Notice 
All players should enter BBO 15
minutes before their match starts at
the latest. BBO coordinator Don
Freeland is waiting for you and will
instruct you where to sit.
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The penultimate board of the first match 
decided many a team’s destiny. 

Poles so far apart
In the match between Blass and Street the 
cards were treated very differently by the 
two West players. 

Board 23. S / All

♠
♥
♦
♣

A Q J T 9 5 2 
Q
8 2
J 9 5

♠
♥
♦
♣

8 6 3
K T 8 5 2
A 7 5 4
K

N
W E

S

♠
♥
♦
♣

-
A 7 6 4 3
K Q J 9
A 8 4 2

♠
♥
♦
♣

K 7 4
J 9
T 6 3
Q T 7 6 3

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Kalita L’Ecuyer Nowosadski Street

Pass 
5♥

3♠
All pass

Dble
Pass
4♠

West had the option of bidding 4NT follow-
ed by 5♥ to show a slamtry, but did not find 
the hand strong enough. Even so, I think 
East should raise to slam despite West 
being a passed hand, since he bids volunta-
rily. A weak hand could always begin with 
pass and see if East had more to add.

Poles apart    By Christina Lund Madsen

If East had raised, the spotlight would turn 
back to West, who would have to consider 
whether he should raise to 7♥ with all his 
controls. East could have bid 5♠ over 5♥, 
which would invite a grand slam, but the 
hand was hardly worth that much after 5♥ 
to play from West.

At the other table Kalita’s countryman was 
much more optimistic. 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Zatorski Drijver Pachtmann Brink

Pass
4NT
5♥
7♥ 

3♠
Pass 
Pass
All pass

Dble
5♣
5♠

Pass
4♠
Pass
Pass

4NT was either minors or a slamtry in 
hearts. When Zatorski bid 4NT, I was 
curious to see how he would treat the 
hand, as I think it is far from clear to show 
a slamtry in hearts, since East’s double here 
can easily be off-shape and not promise 
anything. Thus 4NT could also be an 
attempt to show a 2-suited takeout. 

Being a passed hand, Zatorski found the 
hand worth a slamtry. Pachtmann’s 5♠ 
confirmed the shortness Zatorski suspected, 
and now he went all in by jumping to the 
cold grand with hearts 2-1. 

That was 17 IMPs for Street, who defeated 
Blass by 14.60-5.40 VPs.
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Results / Ranking

RR1 IMPs VPs

Blass - Street 39 - 61 5.40 - 14.60

De Botton - Zhao 43 - 41 10.50 - 9.50

Donner - Ventin 69 - 40 15.69 - 4.31

Smart Shots - Israel Open 21 - 47 4.76 - 15.24

RR2 IMPs VPs

Blass - Zhao 36-47 7.46 - 12.54

Street - De Botton 39-54 6.66 - 13.34

Donner-Smart Shots 44-70 4.76 - 15.24

Ventin-Israel Open  85-49 16.64 - 3.36

After Round 2 VPs

1. Ventin             32.33

2. De Botton        23.84

3. Zhao                22.04

4. Street               21.26

5. Smart Shots      20.00

6. Israel Open       18.60

7. Blass                  12.86

8. Donner              9.07

Rules and regulations
The numbers 1 through 4 from the round-robin will go to the semifi-
nals. In case of a tie in victory points:

1. the mutual result will decide

2. still equal: the most ’wins’ (BAM-ish) will decide.

3. after that: the team with the highest IMP score on a board will go 
through

Team number 1 may choose its opponent between 3 and 4. The captain will mail to info@netbridge.online their 
choice within an hour after the round-robin is finished. If late, then matches will be: 1 versus 4 and 2 versus 3.

After day 1, Team Ventin are in front with two 
solid victories. Here the captain himself.  

Find all bulletins and links to results at 
netbridge.online. Here you can also find info 
and bulletins about previous editions of the Alt 
Invitational. 

http://netbridge.online
http://www.netbridge.online/


The poles were not the only countrymen 
far apart. We transfer to the match between 
Donner and Ventin: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Cullin Palma Michielsen Wrang

Pass
Dble
5♥

3♠
Pass 
All pass

Dble
4NT

Pass
4♠
Pass

It is hard to blame anyone. Cullin chose a 
more flexible double (a direct 5♥ would be 
slamtry), and Michielsen already showed 
an offensive hand by pulling the double. 
Both had a little extra, and that added up to 
the same 17 IMPs loss, as Fredrik Nystrom 
solved the problem by simply opening the 
West hand:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Nystrom Donner Upmark Rimstedt

1♥
4NT
5NT

3♠
Pass
Pass

4♠
5♠
7♥

Pass
Pass
Pass
All pass
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Upmark’s 4♠ showed a void (or so he hoped, 
as he commented his bid. One of the advan-
tages of online play we can see the play-
ers’ comments to each other during play 
without being dependent on an ambitious 
vugraph operator to report them to us).

Nystrom’s 4NT was 1430, 5♠ was two plus 
the trump queen, Nystrom with his abso-
lute min. opening gave Upmark one last 
chance to sign off, but Upmark was most 
likely closer to bidding 8♥. 
17 IMPs for Ventin, who won by 15.69-4.31.

Nystrom and Cullin

Give me a hand

This week and next week so far, the Alt Bulletins have a 
new editor. Since I cannot watch you all at once, I hope you 
will tell me about brilliancies and disasters. 

You can also tell me about highlights from your week in 
quarantine (like going grocery shopping) or tell me a story 
about your partner that not many know.

Write me at clm@christina-bridge.com.
Christina Lund Madsen



Love or Hate Playing Bridge Online? 
We want to hear your views

How has your life as a bridge player changed and what challenges do you face?

Please share your lockdown experiences of bridge by 
emailing bamsa@stir.ac.uk

One off accounts or weekly/monthly diary entries 
are welcomed by players of all ages from all countri-
es - pros, teachers, club owners or service providers.

It doesn’t have to take long and will be of use for 
understanding the short-term and longer term 
impacts of the current situation for the bridge 
community. 

For more info see:
https://keepbridgealive.bridgecloud.com/about/
bridge-in-the-time-of-covid-19

”I’m busier now than I’ve ever 
been in the real world.”

- Alex Hydes

https://keepbridgealive.bridgecloud.com/about/bridge-in-the-time-of-covid-19
https://keepbridgealive.bridgecloud.com/about/bridge-in-the-time-of-covid-19
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Wrong direction  By Mark Horton

On this deal from the first session of the 
match between Smart Shots and Israel 
Open, an innocent looking bid played a sig-
nificant role in the outcome:

Board 6. Dealer East. EW Vul.

   ♠ K T 9 6 4
   ♥ K Q 3
   ♦ Q 9 6
   ♣ Q J
♠ 8 7 5 3    ♠ A Q
♥ A J 6    ♥ T 9 7 4 2
♦ J 7 4 2    ♦ K T 8 5
♣ 9 5     ♣ 7 3
   ♠ J 2
   ♥ 8 5
   ♦ A 3
   ♣ A K T 8 6 4 2

Open Room
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

I Herbst Lorenzini O Herbst Allard

Pass 1♣
Pass 1♠ Dble 2♣
2♦ 3♦ Pass 3NT
All Pass

West’s 2♦ deflected North from his likely 
3NT rebid and his decision to look for help 
in diamonds resulted in the contract being 
played from the wrong side.

West led the ♦7 for the six, eight and ace 
and declarer played the ♥5. West went up 
with the ace and continued with the ♦2 for 
the nine, ten and three. East cashed the ♦K, 
played a diamond for West’s jack and the 
spade return meant two down, -100.

If declarer had tried running seven rounds 
of clubs dummy would have been under 
pressure, and in any event it would not 
have been too difficult for East to come 
down to the ♠A, a heart and three dia-
monds.

Closed Room
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Meckstroth Bareket Bessis Lengy

— — Pass 1♣
Pass 1♥* Dble 2♣
Pass 3NT All Pass

1♥ Transfer

East led the ♦5, but that meant declarer had 
ten tricks and 11 IMPs. Israel won the match 
15.24 - 4.76. 

Bareket had no problems rightsiding 3NT.



The second issue of BeBRIDGE is a blockbuster, with feature length
articles on the impact of COVID-19 and the affinity between Chess

and Bridge. We take a trip to the island of Madeira, home of one of the
great bridge Festivals, and enjoy the latest monastic tale from the

master story-teller, David Bird. Alain Lévy shows you how to improve
your opening leads and Philippe Cronier starts a new series.

It couldn't be simpler, go on: 
https://us.lebridgeur.com

 

You can also subscribe by phone at +33 (0)1 42 96 87 34 
or by email at abonnement@lebridgeur.com

 

Once you subscribe to BeBRIDGE, you will be able to access and download
your magazine anytime on your computer and tablet.

THE NEW ONLINE

MAGAZINE 

FOR BRIDGE

ADDICTS 

WANT TO SUBSCRIBE?

WHAT'S NEXT?
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The creativity is of different variety when it 
comes to our Alt stars’ BBO-names. 
Below we reveal the origin of some of the 
more creative nicknames. 

Cedric Lorenzini (pierced)
What we are all dying to know is: 
Does Cedric Lorenzini have any piercings, 
and if so, where? 

Team Zhao would win the award for most 
uninventive names were it not for Simon 
De Wijs (sm1). His alias is obvious for those 
who know him well: SadoMasochist num-
ber 1.

The award for coolest non-nickname goes 
to Anam Tebha (AnamTebha)  –  if you are 
named Anam Tebha, why would you need a 
nickname?

Marion Michielsen (Lady 007) accidently 
used her secret codename on BBO and is no 
longer employed at MI6. Her identity as a 
bridge pro travelling all over the world was 
the perfect cover for her missions; sadly 
Corona got in the way of that. 

Speaking of Marion, her “boyfriend” Johan 
Upmark (Mostovoi) is not the nice and 
gentle guy you think he is. It is no coinci-
dence his BBO-nickname is the same as of 
a Russian soccer player who officially was a 
midfielder in several European clubs while 
”playing” for the Sovjet Union. 

Jacek Kalita (bridge24jk) and Michal Now-
osadzki (bridge24mn) are using the names 
from their identity badges, which they 
must wear at all times when leaving their 
institution.  

Geir Helgemo (Micelle45). He lost a bet to 
an ex-girlfriend. 

Thor Erik Hoftaniska (kasper20) is simply 
using the same alias on BBO as he does on 
Grindr. 

Thomas Bessis (malpaluche) was tricky. 
Knowing Thomas there had to be a secret 
meaning behind the name. I googled the 
word and my results came up with “Je me 
paluche” (which is something you don’t 
need a partner for and not suitable for 
translation) so I asked Frederic Volcker to 
reveal the secret.
He told me malpaluche is an anagram for 
a very famous French bridge player from a 
different generation. Can you guess who? 
Malpaluche is also a character in the very 
entertaining book ”Bridge dans la ménage-
rie” (also translated into English). 
So Thomas’ name was even more creative 
than his bridge. 

What’s in a name? by Christina Lund Madsen

Thomas Bessis 
(malpaluche)
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Teams / Players / Nicknames

Team Blass
Jacek Pszczola  pikolo
Josef Blass   bljosef
Jacek Kalita   bridge24jk
Michal Nowosadzki  bridge24mn
Sjoert Brink   sjoertBr
Bas Drijver   BasDr

Team Israel Open
Michael Barel   mich-b
Yaniv Zack   Yanivz
Ilan Herbst   ilanh
Ophir Herbst   herbst
Ilan Bareket   bareket
Asaf Lengy   lengy
Amir Levin   amiri
Yossi Roll   sroch 

Team Smart Shots
Jeff Meckstroth  jjmeck
Geir Helgemo   Micelle45
Cédric Lorenzini  pierced
Thomas Bessis  malpaluche
Alexandre Allard  smartalexx

Team Donner
Gary Donner   Gdonnersc1
Cecilia Rimstedt  cillar
Sandra Rimstedt  Sandria
Marion Michielsen  Lady007
Per-Ola Cullin  pocken
Adam Grossack  Nevereast
Anam Tebha   AnamTebha

Team De Botton
Jason Hackett  mutton
Alexander Hydes  itsgrim
Janet de Botton  capt Lulu
Arthur Malinowski  malisuper
Thor Erik Hoftaniska  kasper20
Thomas Charlsen  tcharlsen 

Team Street
Nicolas L’Ecuyer  caucase
Paul Street   Boulevard1
Ron Pachtman  ronpa
Piotr Zatorski   dzeronimo
Fred Pollack   Fredp
Kamel Fergani  fergani

Team Ventin
Johan Upmark  mostovoi
Fredrik Nystrom  nystrom
Frederic Wrang  fly21
António Palma  Apalma
Joaquin Pacareu  paca1987
Carlos Fernandez  carlitosf
Jose Creuheras  pepeti
Juan-Carlos Ventin  phave

Team Zhao
Zhao Chen   zhaochen
Liu Jing   LiuJing
Bauke Muller   beukertje
Simon de Wijs  sm1
Louk Verhees   loukie
Ricco van Prooijen  riccovp

How to kibitz the Alt Invitational on BBO
As in the previous editions of the Alt Invitational, we expect thousands of spectators on BBO. Even 
though the Alt is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your favourites.   
You simply search for your favorite player’s nickname and join his or her table. 

If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Bas Dri-
jver ’BasDr’, click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see ham online, you 
can click on him and take a seat at his table (assuming the tournament allows it). See you on BBO! 
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Hamman’s law rules  By Martin Cantor

Most of you know Hamman’s Law: “If you 
have a choice of reasonable bids, and one of 
them is 3NT, bid it”. 
It certainly held in Round 1. Elsewhere in 
this bulletin Mark Horton has described 
Board 6, which also exemplified a new 
maxim which I am modestly going to 
christen Cantor’s First Addendum to 
Hamman’s Law: 
“If you are going to play 3NT, play it from 
the right side”.

Board 7. Dealer South. All vul.

♠
♥
♦
♣

J 3
6 4
Q 9 8 5 2
J T 8 7

♠
♥
♦
♣

K 7 5 4  
T 5  
A K J 3
K 6 5

N
W E

S

♠
♥
♦
♣

8 6 2
K Q 9 3 2
7
A Q 9 2

♠
♥
♦
♣

A Q T 9
A J 8 7
T 6 4
4 3

In the open room Bessis - Meckstroth lan-
ded in 1NT by East after Lengy in South ope-
ned 1♣. 

Lengy led the spade ace then queen, won by 
the king. At trick 3 he won the ♥T with the 
jack, and when Bareket showed out on the 
♠T, Bessis claimed 8 tricks. 

In the closed room Allard in South passed 
and Ilan Herbst in West opened 1♠. An arti-
ficial sequence followed, with Ophir Herbst 
in East showing 5 hearts and an invitatio-
nal hand, ending up in 3NT. 

South led a small club won by the king. 
The ♥T ran to the jackm and now Allard 
had to find a spade switch to defeat the 
contract. It wasn’t obvious, and when he 
continued clubs, declarer could set up the 
hearts. 

Board 10. Dealer East. All vul.

♠
♥
♦
♣

J 8 7
K 9 3
8 7
T 8 7 4 3

♠
♥
♦
♣

A T 3
A Q T 4 2
4 3
J 9 2

N
W E

S

♠
♥
♦
♣

K Q 4
J 8 7 6
A Q 6
Q 6 5

♠
♥
♦
♣

9 6 5 2
5
K J T 9 5 2
A K

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

I Herbst Lorenzini O Herbst Allard

1♣ 1♦
1♥ 1♠ 2♥ Pass
4♥ All Pass

Both tables went down in the 5-4 heart fit 
losing the obvious four tricks after South 
had overcalled in diamonds. But, as Ilan 
wryly observed to his brother at the end 
“Maybe I should have bid clubs to allow you 
to bid 3NT”. 
Not much later came another push in 4♥-1 
on a 4-4 fit. Again 3NT would have made. 
Which leads me to invent Cantor’s Second 
Addendum to Hamman’s Law: 
“When it is right, ignore 8- or 9-card major 
and play 3NT”.
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1. Random hands www.bid72.com/random-boards/

✔ unilimited number of interesting boards, with and without competitive bidding
✔ ranking and rating
✔ fit for any system at any level

3 weeks free trial (no strings attached)

1 month USD 3.49 / 12 months USD 28.99

2. Topic boards www.bid72.com/topics/

✔ a set of Topic boards is dedicated to a specific piece of bridge theory
✔ each set contains appr. 100 boards ready to bid in-app
✔ 3 levels of themes: starter/club/expert
✔ popular themes: Jacoby Transfers, Check-Back Stayman, Gazzilli
✔ sheets with preferred methods designed by the world’s best players and teachers

1 Topic costs 100 Bid Points 

1oo Bid Points USD 1.99/ 500 Bid Points USD 6.99/ 1000 Bid Points USD 12.99

3. Bidding contests www.bid72.com/bidding-contest/

✔ for bridgeclubs and communities
✔ each month 8 new boards in-app
✔ results and handrecords

free service for users with a bid72 account (even in trial)

4. Create your own boards www.bid72.com/create-and-upload-your-own-boards/

✔ create and upload your own boards to bid72
✔ for players, teachers and coaches to practice themed boards with partners and classes

check the link above for (low) costs

5. Basic education www.bid72.com/teachers/

✔ sets of practice boards for starters
✔ relevant powerpoints presentations
✔ feedback to teachers
✔ teachers follow their own rithm and plan

free service for students with bid72 account (even in trial)

discount for teachers on their bid72 account

www.bid72.com / info@bid72.com

big 5
These are the 5 pillars of bid72, the premium app on bridge bidding. 
Download bid72 from the App Store or Google Play and you are good to go.

http://bid72.com

